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Grand Photo Competition 

        
 

 

This month’s crisp fiver goes to Nigel Waller for his photo of a good day at Vault Bay. 

 

april 2011 
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Blame it on Algo 
By Barry Hobbins 
On the 1

st
 March I had my first outing of the year to 

Carbis. The wind wasn’t quite right, a bit off to one 

side and the lift was a bit iffy. As I hadn’t flown since 

November last year in Algo, just doing some ground 

handling seemed like the perfect solution to not 

wasting my trip, so this is what I did. 

On the 3
rd

 March I had my first flying this year. Three 

short flights of 10, 15 and 19 minutes respectively. 

Not much you may think, but more important to me 

were the three landings. Yes I know we are always 

going to land one way or another, in fact that’s 

usually what I do, land one way or another,  as some 

of you have witnessed. I did two landings at the back 

of the field well out of the lift zone and one near to 

my coffee and sandwiches. Wow, for the first time I 

actually felt I was in control. 

So what has brought about this change of attitude?  

Definitely ALGO. 

  
Barry and his flight crew… counting them out 

and counting them back in again 

For the first time ever I have flown in conditions 

where I wasn’t working to stay aloft but had to work 

to get down.  Pushing speed bar and pulling big ears 

having little effect on my downward progression. I 

might have been likened to a fully laden WW II 

bomber taking off (you know who you are) but hey, 

now I could stay in the air for as long as I wanted. 

Taking off from Lijar, one is immediately 2000’ above 

the landing field. So far this is the highest I have 

been above the ground.  Initially cruising along the 

slope and back, I plucked up courage and pushed 

away from the hill to try THERMALLING.  Hells bells, 

now I was going ever higher, and even following 

some vultures around. I made another 1500’; not 

just the once either! I came out of the thermal and 

managed to find another one and go back up again, 

and again. What was the first thing I did though, on 

discovering these new powers of flight? Sit back and 

enjoy the view? Not a bit. I started (a bit late, 

maybe) to examine my carabiners and risers and 

everything else very closely, does everyone do this? 

Everything looked OK; I wasn’t just going to fall out 

of the sky after all, so I could relax a bit and enjoy 

myself. So now after circling the field and 

maintaining my altitude I could look at the landing 

area, in this case near the tree (nice and shady), and 

prepare myself: look where I want to land, get into a 

proper approach and either circle or s off my height. 

This wasn’t quite as straight forward as I thought it 

would be either because I kept finding lift, but 

eventually it all came together and this “eagle” had 

landed. 

Now I just have to keep these new skills going. I 

don’t think I will ever be over confident with my 

flying but I definitely do have more confidence in 

what I’m doing. Also I do hear a voice in my head… it 

started in Algo. Know what? It sounds just like 

Phippsy!  

Magic. 

Barry 

KHPA XC league 2011 
This year’s league has started much as last 

year’s: dominated by the untouchable Pete 

Coad. Who is going to relieve the monotony 

and go out and challenge him? 

If someone will, I’ll publish the teams list next 

month, to encourage you young bucks to team 

up with an experienced XC hound. 

 

Paragliding XC League 

 

  

Flights this month 

 PC 

 
Name  

Team 
total 
(m) 

1 Pete Coad Bulls 37.65 
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From the Sites Guide 
Reacquaint yourself with the rules and PLEASE follow them! 

Site Name Chapel Porth 
 

Nearest Town St. Agnes 
 

O.S. Ref:  SW 700 500 
 

Wind Direction:  WSW - W  
 

Wing Type:  HG & PG  
 

RAF Ref:  3.003 
 

Access: BHPA Members Pilot Level: CP + 20 Hours + Local Knowledge 
Resident Club: KHPA Club Contact: Graham Phipps. Tel: 01209 842877  
Site Warden: Graham May. Tel: 01209 843380 
Site Description: A scenic cliff site with minimal bottom landing and only at very low tide. 
Altitude: 260 feet Height Top to Bottom: N/A 
How to get there: Approaching St. Agnes from the A30 turn left at the mini roundabout. Continue straight on along 
the narrow winding road. The “main” road bears left where Chapel Porth Beach is sign posted. Keep on the “main” 
road. Look for the car park entrance on the left. It is easily missed so drive slowly.  
Vehicle Access & Parking: Park in the National Trust car park and place the required fee in the box. 
Rules and Restrictions: Keep to the well-defined paths to avoid further erosion. No more than eight rigged hang 
gliders to be on the site at any one time. 

Rigging Notes: A level carry from the car park to rigging area, apply common sense and consideration for others.  

Marshalling: Use common sense and consideration for others. 
 
Launch Notes: Start far enough forward to ensure the smoothest air and keep clear of the ruined mine buildings 
below which cause turbulence. 
 
Top Landing Notes: Land inland behind the rigging area. Keep clear of turbulence from the mine building ruins to 
the right and the sloping ground to the left. 
 
Bottom Landing Notes: Minimal bottom landing available only at very low tide. This is not a top to bottom site. 
 
Hazards: As associated with a site with no bottom landing. At the north end of the cliff radio controlled gliders are 
often flown. 
 
Restricted Areas:  
 
Airspace: This site is in a Military Low Flying Area. Be aware of Perranporth Airfield and it’s ATZ. Before flying 
contact the airfield on 01872 55 22 66 
 
XC Tips: With 400 feet ato the cove at Chapel Porth can be crossed with soarable cliffs continuing south to 
Porthtowan 
 
Met Services: Dialmet is available for RAF St. Mawgan and RNAS Culdrose.  

 

All information is for guidance only. 
All pilots must make their own 
assessment of the site.  

Don’t Forget: Military Freephone for 
midweek flying. 0800 51 55 44  

Red Arrows, Royal Flights and 
TRAs.  
0500 35 48 02  

 



 4

MinutesMinutesMinutesMinutes    ffffor the meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and Paragliding Association held at or the meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and Paragliding Association held at or the meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and Paragliding Association held at or the meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and Paragliding Association held at St St St St 

Rumon’s Social ClubRumon’s Social ClubRumon’s Social ClubRumon’s Social Club    on Tuesday on Tuesday on Tuesday on Tuesday 12121212thththth    AprilAprilAprilApril    2011201120112011    

    
Welcome Locum Chairman Mark welcomed 17 members attending and opened the meeting at 8.15. 

Apologies. Received from Bill Northcott and Andy Rogers. 

Welcome new members none to welcome.  

Monthly photo comp Won by Nigel Waller. 

Minutes of the last meeting Proposed by Patrick Buxton seconded by Graham May. 

Matters arising 

XC Coaching Mark reminded people of Coady’s offer of coaching at the BOS in Wales over the May 

Day bank holiday. He said he was going up on Thursday 28th April and would probably stay until the 

Tuesday, and would be willing and able to drive retrieve. Several people showed an interest in 

going. 

Club Coaches Pete Coad said he had checked with BHPA about who is registered as Club Coach, 

and had discovered only three were registered, one of whom is no longer with us! He encouraged 

those people who had attended the coaches’ course to give him their applications for registration. 

Carbis Bay Graham Phipps had not spoken to the farmer yet, but would soon. Mark reiterated how 

sensitive the site is, and how we must all make sure we don’t antagonise the local residents. 

 

Regular reports 

Competitions: Pete reminded us that the BOS rounds and the Hang gliding Nationals dates are on 

the BHPA website calendar. 

He said he had enquired of the S Devon club whether their traditional Easter comp was to be held, 

but he had heard nothing back. He said that their Brass Monkeys Comp was scheduled for the 

weekend of 16th-17th of April. 

Club Flying: Steve D had flown the cliffs near Polzeath and will investigate further to see if it’s 

worth developing. 

Steve McIlduff had been to Carne but had only a short flight. However he had spoken to the owner 

who was more than happy for us to fly there so long as we parked sensibly. 

Pete Coad had had a lovely flight from Carn Brea to Cadgwith on 12th April. 

CHAPS training: graham reported a busy time. Various people had achieved CPC and were 

awaiting, or had just achieved their hill ratings. Kevin had gained his CPC and hill rating on the hang 

glider in just five weekends, and Michel K is close to getting his hill rating. So watch out! 

Incidents: Mike Clelford, AKA, in some circles, Micky Calamity, was trying to thermal too close to a 

mountain in Spain, stalled a wing and span into the hill. Apparently there was no major 

damage…only a fractured vertebra! But he is back to normal already. 

Sam Allum had an incident at Carbis Bay, on his second soaring take off. He took off well and 

cleanly, but thought he was going too slowly so he pulled on loads of speed. He then found he was 

diving at the fence so pushed out dramatically, passing into the “wall” of lift with a very high nose 

angle. This turned him back at the hill in a spectacular fashion, shattering the Calypso, but luckily 

doing no damage to Sam. 

GoPro camera: Tim Jones took it. 

 

Other business 
Andy Rogers had heard from Joint Services CFI Paul Farley, asking if he could bring his staff on a training 

week in June. Pete Coad said it was nice that they contacted us and we welcome responsible pilots. 

Martin Jones suggested putting up the membership to £16 and offering a discount of £1 for direct 

debit and include an option for entry into a 50s club like the BHPA. This would raise money for 

charity - like another camera say? This was discussed, but Treasurer Daisy said it would be too 

complicated to set up the direct debit with our account. The 50 club was discussed, but it was felt 

that the last time we did it it died a death due to apathy, so it wasn’t worth pursuing. 

Pete Coad reported that the heliport in Penzance was closing in October so the airspace restrictions 

should be lifted. 

Graham May said that Chairman Steve was upset and disappointed that quite a few people had 

said they would go to the Coaches’ course but had not turned up. (They know who they are!) The 

course went ahead, but it meant that it did not cover the costs, and the club ended up having to 

pay. 

Lawrence O’Dwyer said he was interested in organising club weekend outings to other areas. This 

was applauded by the membership. He would e mail his arrangements to everyone to gauge 

interest. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10. 
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Members 2011 
These are the 2011 members so far. If you’re not on there, and think you should be, or if your 

details are wrong, please let me know. 

 

 

 

Name home mobile 

Fiona  Austin 01805 622560 07947 410882 

Graham Austin 01805 622560 07946 706558 

James  Bull 01752 851773 07734 294858 

Mark Butler 01209 822363 07971 795559 

Patrick Buxton 01209 891445 07887 841813 

Adrian Chirgwin 01209 216455 07973 489671 

Mike  Cleaver 01208 813765 07881 414462 

Pete Coad 01209 716522 07977 841117 

Mike  Cowley 01872 863758 07914 086884 

Bela Karoly Csete 01209 210614 07738 294520 

Stephen  Dredge 01208 851442 07889 702879 

Ray Duggan 01752 651214 07540 644700 

Paul Dunstan 1209 217304 07979 328159 

Nigel Eagle 

Mark Fowler 01209 719819 07919 522897 

Dean Fullwood 01326 311237 07802 827202 

Steve Hawken 01872 571582 07881 585208 

Barry Hobbins 01326 318143 07783 448458 

Paul Howse 01326 574498 07749 890061 

Steve Hunt 

Gay Jones 01326 574498 07812 710883 

Tim Jones 01209 832234 07795 482351 

Martin Jones 01736 871246 

Sam Kahuna 07950 735088 

Michel Kerhoas 01326 374726 07767 887834 

Richard Kippax 07733 407673 

Alan Knight 01209 831748 

Lee Knight 01209 831748 

Graham Koller 01736 711017 07814 133536 

David Langley 01566 781503 07968 975857 

Mick  Lawless 01326 563113 07968 340880 

Peter Lazenby 01872 279718 07838 154994 

Manuel Lira 01326 319161 07866 367310 

Jenny Long 07969 252748 

Graham May 01209 843380 07989 231386 

Stephen  Mcilduff 01872 520759 07508 443540 

Raymond 
Mickleburgh 01872 262648 07773 027263 

Chris  Miller 01822 610542 07975 756154 

Tony  Nelson 07891 557894 

Bill Northcott 01579 340465 07547 126489 

Lawrence O'Dwyer 01579 321226 07981 321443 

Jeremy Ovens 01872 870301 07542 114840 

Tony  Peach 01902 757003 07525 867007 

Alan Phipps 01872 273839 

Graham Phipps 01209 842877 07785 593559 

Kaz Phipps 01209 842877 07970 228294 

Andrew Rogers 01209 216246 07866 985272 

Mal Smith   

Christiane Squibbs 01884 820836 07971 287958 

Keith Sutherland 07877 686121 

Joe Thompson 01726 63140 07979 492213 

Roger  Treneer 01736 368407 07974 493424 

Sarah Waller 01736 786615 

Nigel Waller 01736 786615 07974 905556 

Paul  Watson 01872 276592 07989 795999 

Richard Welsh 07753 825630 

Shaun  Williams 01209 713547 07739 067480 

Jeffrey Wood 01736 793298 07748 813358 

Mark Woodhams 01326 378555 

John Woolams 01637 879281 07972 196872 

 
 


