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Grand Photo Competition 

        
 

 

This month’s crisp fiver goes to Graham Phipps for his photo of Michel landing in the gloaming in 

Lanzarote. 

 

february 2011 
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2011 Big Fat Kernow Repack 
 

Eighteen KHPA members turned out at 

Carnmoggas Holiday Park indoor bowling 

green for the 2011 reserve repack session. Bill 

Morris, reserve guru of the BHPA, turned up 

this year with two very helpful colleagues, 

Jack Clark and Greg Emms. Bill started with 

his introductory lecture which once again 

zeroed in on the importance of buying the 

right size canopy for the load it could be 

expected to carry. 

 
Steve hopes not to see this again until next year 

Bill's mantra 'show me the accident you are 

going to have and I'll provide the reserve' was 

aptly illustrated by videos of deployments 

initiated at different heights and over different 

terrain. The main advice he offered was to 

practice going for the reserve handle in flight 

so you can be confident where it is, and if you 

are in any doubt, to throw early. 

The practical side of the repack session 

involved throwing the reserve and checking 

that it would have functioned in a real life 

crisis. Out of the 18 members present, two 

practice deployments would have ended in 

disaster or probable injury. One reserve 

handle was simply not attached to the reserve 

at all! And one paragliding reserve bridle was 

routed down both sides of the harness so that 

when the reserve inflated it would have tipped 

the pilot face down. 

The members were then divided into teams of 

two having similar or identical reserves, and 

under the scrutiny of Bill, Jack and Greg, 

everybody inspected, flaked the gores, 

refolded the canopies and packed the 'stacks' 

back into the bags which were in turn refitted 

into the harnesses. Several people were heard 

to comment that a year is exactly enough time 

to forget almost everything that you learned 

at the last session. 

 
Some only turned up for the food! 

Lastly, we should be especially grateful to 

Paula Gigg for allowing us to use her premises 

for the session. She also arranged the catering 

which was superb. I think most of us 

remember her husband Nick at times like this 

and miss him deeply. He was a very special 

bloke. 

 

Mark Woodhams 
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Love blossoms on St Valentine’s Day 

 
 

Dark horse Raymond Mickelburgh tied the knot with Loretta in a secret ceremony on Dark horse Raymond Mickelburgh tied the knot with Loretta in a secret ceremony on Dark horse Raymond Mickelburgh tied the knot with Loretta in a secret ceremony on Dark horse Raymond Mickelburgh tied the knot with Loretta in a secret ceremony on 
February 14February 14February 14February 14thththth. Steve and Sandra McIlduff were the only witnesses at Truro . Steve and Sandra McIlduff were the only witnesses at Truro . Steve and Sandra McIlduff were the only witnesses at Truro . Steve and Sandra McIlduff were the only witnesses at Truro Registry Registry Registry Registry 

Office.Office.Office.Office.    
The blissful couple have made their love nest in Truro.The blissful couple have made their love nest in Truro.The blissful couple have made their love nest in Truro.The blissful couple have made their love nest in Truro.    

Congratulations to them both, we wish them a very happy life together.Congratulations to them both, we wish them a very happy life together.Congratulations to them both, we wish them a very happy life together.Congratulations to them both, we wish them a very happy life together.    
    

And now for something completely different 
Message from Chairman Steve: The coaching course will be going ahead on 12th-13th March at 

Portreath village hall, starting at 9.45 on Saturday. There are some places still available, and it’s 

thoroughly recommended that everyone should attend a coaching course, regardless of whether 

they want to actually do any coaching, as there is always something new to be learned about flying. 

There will be a buffet at the pub on Saturday night, to give ample opportunity for socialising, 

networking and getting bladdered. 

British Hang Gliding Nationals 
The BHPA HG Comps panel is pleased to announce the arrangements for this year’s competition to select the 

2011 British National HG Champion. The competition will welcome Club class and also, as an open Cat 2 event, 

will attract a number of international pilots. In particular, this year, it will be combined with the French Nationals. 

Held in the superb flying region of St André les Alpes, with a base provided by the local school “Aerogliss”, 

situated 100km from the Cote D’Azur on the edge of Le site du Parc régional du Verdon and La réserve géologique 

de Haute Provence. 

French and British Hang Gliding Nationals 2011 and Chalvet Open. 

21-27 August. St André les Alpes, France. 

Meet Director: Pete Coad 

Contact: british.nationals@gmail.com 

Web: http://bhgc.wikidot.com/2011-nats:info 



 4

Internet weather rationalised 
Though the internet is handy for weather 

information, I find it a pain having to jump 

from one page to another comparing data, 

plus the distractions of advertising and other 

screen clutter. Well here is a partial solution: 

go to 

http://www.mikecowley.co.uk/weather.htm 

Here you can design the layout of historical (if 

available) and forecast data for up to 18 

weather stations from St Mary's on Scilly to 

Salcombe. The data is all taken from 

Windfinder, I know there are other sources 

but Windfinder is the only one that makes this 

type of customised page possible. You can 

choose which to display and in what order, 

and choose the units of measurement for wind 

speed. That is all you'll get; no adverts or 

anything else, just the data from your chosen 

sites all on one page. Once you've created the 

page save it in your browser for future use. 

When used later it will update to the latest 

information. Please give it a try; I welcome 

any comments and suggestions. 

 

Mike Cowley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggestions for KHPA website 
Following last month’s meeting, here are some 

suggestions for how the website could be 

developed. What does everyone think? Use 

these ideas to start a discussion. 

• We could have a monthly Pilot Profile, 

similar to the one in Skywings, written 

by the pilot concerned and giving 

details of themselves others may find 

interesting or alarming (criminal 

records, unsavoury habits, psychotic 

tendencies, French ancestry etc). 

• We have the club GoPro camera and 

perhaps we could use some of the 

videos on the site, for example, a short 

clip could be included with each site 

guide, videos of club trips, 

competitions instructional or factual 

videos etc and these could be posted 

on a club YouTube channel.  A club 

YouTube channel would then link back 

to our website and increase interest in 

the sport. 

• A daily update that can be posted by 

members to alert others where they 

are intending to go to fly on that day, 

and a blog with photos recording the 

days flying. 

With enough visits to the site, links to other 

related sites and adverts, a small return could 

be generated to offset some of the site’s 

costs. 

 

Steve McIlduff 

 

Chris’s letter: a response 
Chris has every right to be very upset about 

the incident that could have resulted in 

damage to his glider, but we had already 

heard and discussed this at an earlier meeting 

and in my opinion the letter that appeared 

with the January bulletin could put the club in 

a bad light and was not necessary. It doesn’t 

matter how much you love your glider, if 

someone has an accident, even if they were 

being stupid and it was their own fault, your 

first concern should be to make sure they are 

alright and attend to them as necessary, then, 

when the time is right, scream and shout as 

much as you like, but let’s get things in 

perspective. A broken glider can be fixed 

anytime, a broken leg or back is much more 

urgent. Chris’s feelings about this incident had 

been well expressed at that previous meeting 

and his letter should have rightly and 

exclusively concerned itself with the 

competency and behaviour of all pilots at our 

club sites. There are several points that can be 

raised as a result of Chris’s letter and we 

should thank him for motivating many people 

to discuss the incident that occurred and other 

associated issues. Firstly I would like to say 

that a dragging back by a paraglider is not 

exclusively the misfortune of incompetent or 

untrained pilots; just ask Mr Coad about that. 

We should all be aware at all times when the 

wind is strong, that if you stand yourself or 

place your gear or glider directly downwind of 

the launch area you may  be enveloped by a 

canopy followed by a grass stained pilot. 

Remember that the launch point can change 

during the day as the wind shifts, and you 

may have to place your stuff somewhere else.  

I wonder whether Chris’s reaction would have 

been the same if a competent Kernow pilot 

had been the guilty party. I also wonder what 

would be the implications for Risk Assessment, 

Safety and Insurance had that pilot ploughed 

into a couple of elderly people walking along 

the dunes path? Do we need to put up signs at 
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Perran or Chapel Porth warning people of our 

activities? 

I wasn’t at Perran at the time of this incident, 

but the lead up to it seems to be a recurring 

theme involving one, some or all of the 

following conditions. a)not KHPA or sometimes 

not BHPA members, b)Visiting pilots, pilots not 

familiar with site conditions , c)poor  or selfish 

pilots d) pilots learning or training without a 

proper coach e) pilots not respecting site 

practices. 

I will deal with each point in order: 

 a) All members of the KHPA must be current 

members of BHPA. Anyone flying KHPA sites 

must be a BHPA member and a member of the 

KHPA or other recognised club. This will mean 

we are protected by insurance, we are seen to 

be self-regulating and we will be able to report 

bad pilots to their clubs for disciplinary action.  

In my opinion, if someone wants to fly at our 

sites regularly they should contribute to the 

club’s costs and become members. 

b) If we want to keep flying our sites we must 

impose control and discipline at them. This 

must mean we have to know who is flying 

there. If they are visitors, they should have 

cleared their visit with a club member or the 

site’s warden. We must have their names, 

their club, their BHPA number and their pilot 

rating, and we must log this in case of later 

problems. While they are on our sites we must 

look after them, we must advise them of all 

the site’s conditions and dangers, we must 

advise them if we think they are doing 

something dangerous or risky. Helping them 

may mean that they don’t get dragged back 

over our gear.  

c) If we see that a pilot is struggling or trying 

to launch in conditions that seem to be too 

much for them, we should offer help. Certainly 

among the regular flyers in the club this 

always happens. When I was on a red ribbon 

Bill Northcott looked after me very well, giving 

me advice I still use. Giving advice and 

receiving it is part of the flying experience and 

this interaction between pilots is one way of 

making the sport safer. 

We should not let other pilots do unsafe 

things, we should say something, and if they 

ignore you and continue to be reckless, it 

should be reported to the pilot’s club, who 

have the power to reprimand them.  We are 

all guilty at times of doing something that may 

inconvenience or annoy other pilots, but if a 

pilot is genuinely causing problems for others, 

they should be able to bring this to light at  

the club meeting and discuss it and sort it out, 

rather that everyone complaining amongst 

each other and nothing being done. 

d) Pilot competence. All pilots using KHPA 

sites should be competent and rated CP (Hill). 

Pilots not CP (Hill) should only fly under the 

supervision of a qualified instructor. We need 

to make sure that the pilots flying our sites 

have or are being trained to BHPA standards. 

It would reflect badly on the club if an 

unqualified and unsupervised pilot were to be 

injured or killed. We should all keep a keen 

eye on pilots with a red ribbon, they are the 

most vulnerable, the least experienced on our 

sites and most likely to get into difficulty. 

e) We still have parking problems at Carbis. 

Two weeks ago all the local pilots parked in 

sensible places, yet a visiting pilot drove up 

and parked opposite the field entrance. They 

did move their car immediately when asked, 

but it just shows that this basic information 

about our sites is not known and not acted on. 

Our sites guide needs to spell out large the 

things we need to do or to avoid doing.  

Perhaps for the next meeting we need to 

formulate revised rules, strategies and a 

unified approach to be adhered to by all pilots 

for all our sites. 

 

Steve McIlduff 

 

 

 

KHPA Frostbite Comp 
With a bright and breezy forecast the faithful 

assembled at perranporth for the 2011 frost 

bite comp. By midday there were 18 hangers 

rigged and ready but Para's were kept in the 

bags as it was blowing mid to high twenties. 

Visiting pilots from The Mercian Club, Sky 

Surfers, Devon & Somerset Condors and 

South Devon joined the local boys. 

After a test the air flight and demo top landing 

for those new to the site a ridge race task was 

set along the dunes but the spot was given a 

miss due to the breezy top landing. Pete A 

(Mercian) got things moving with a very low 

level run proving it was bouncy near the 

ground. He was followed by a stream of pilots 

keeping Kaz, Wendy and various helpers busy 

both at time keeping and launch. 

Some flew faster than others some high and 

some low and some the wrong way! The rigids 

were impressive with their speed making 

swishy sounds as they passed by. Top 

landings were fun and needed some 

concentration but in the main went well with a 

couple of exceptions resulting in some bent 

ally but no broken bodies. More excitement 

was provided at take off in a couple of 

instances... 
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By late afternoon the wind picked up a bit and 

pilots called it a day, encouraged by Pete A 

again demonstrating turbulence at low level, 

just in a different area. 

Back at the pub score manipulation began by 

giving the Rigids a 10% penalty and the King 

posts a 30% advantage...this proved about 

right as results showed a good mixture of 

gliders in the top 5. Results for the day...In 

reverse order 4th: Mercian, 3rd: Odd and Sods 

(DSC & Sky Surfers), 2nd: South Devon and 

with a marginal lead, strangely enough, in 1st: 

Kernow! 

And so the competition finished; Sunday’s 

wind was even stronger, so the day was finally 

canned early in the afternoon and a prize 

giving was held at the pub. 

Individual results showed Graham Phipps on 

his T2 as the winner, Colin Jones of South 

Devon on his Atos C was second, and third 

was Mark Hoare of D&S Condors on his 

Litespeed. 

 

Graham Phipps 

 

With thanks to Cloud9 for generously 

sponsoring the prizes again this year. 

 

(And yes, your intrepid editor again made a 

hash of it, managing to ground loop after 

landing. Doh! Thanks very much to all those 

who rushed to my aid, and derigged my glider 

while I punted my helmet round the dunes! 

Tim)

 

Minutes fMinutes fMinutes fMinutes for the meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and Paragliding Association held at or the meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and Paragliding Association held at or the meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and Paragliding Association held at or the meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and Paragliding Association held at St St St St 

Rumon’s Social ClubRumon’s Social ClubRumon’s Social ClubRumon’s Social Club    on Tuesday on Tuesday on Tuesday on Tuesday 8888thththth    February 2011February 2011February 2011February 2011    

    
Welcome Chairman Steve welcomed 23 members attending and opened the meeting at 8.10. 

Apologies. Bill Northcott, Chris Whittaker, Alan Phipps. 

Welcome new members Steve welcomed new member Sean Williams, in training with Phippsy. 

Monthly photo comp Won by Graham Phipps. 

Minutes of the last meeting Proposed by Andy Rogers seconded by Raymond Mickelburgh. 

Matters arising 

Safety officer PG Mark Butler agreed to continue. 

Sennen sites officer Martin Jones agreed to hand over to Nigel Waller. 

Club contact Alan Phipps sent word that he would like to stand down, so in his absence, Pete Coad 

was suggested as Alan’s replacement. If he would rather not, then Graham Phipps volunteered. Alan 

also wanted to relinquish site officership for Carne, so Steve Macilduff took up the post. 

Trophies correction The UK XC trophy, erroneously awarded to Graham Phipps, was actually won 

by Pete Coad. 

Coaching sessions In his absence, there was no update from PC. 

Updates on website Andy Rogers said he was taking over maintaining the site, and was trying to 

revamp it a page at a time. He had been looking for ideas from other sites, and was impressed by 

the Dales club site, but said he needs input from the club. 

Coaches course Chairman Steve reported a lot of interest in the course, which is going ahead, and 

suggested it would be good to have a club social get together on the Saturday evening. Daisy, who 

had arranged a buffet at the pub for the course attendees, said there should be no problem about 

expanding the spread to cater for more. 

 

Regular reports 

Competitions: following the postponement of the Frostbite Comp, and suggested new date clashing 

with the parachute repack, Graham Phipps suggested a new date for the following weekend, the 

26th-27th Feb, and would confirm by e mail. 

Club Flying: Graham reported a good week in Lanzarote, with six days of flying, culminating in the 

rare conditions allowing him and Michel to complete the Famara Ridge run in its entirety, which was 

a challenging out and return of 25 miles. 

CHAPS training: apart from the Lanzarote trip, Graham reported quite a quiet month, though Sean 

Williams had achieved his tow CP, and was now awaiting, with several others, the chance to get out 

and get his hill rating. 

Incidents: Tim confessed to a very short flight, culminating in a broken upright and muddy knees, 

at Carbis Bay. Conditions were quite strong, and though he thought he had given a strong run, as 

he left the ground, he drifted right, resulting in his left wing being further into the lift band. This was 

pushed quite firmly up, causing the glider to keep turning right, and coming to earth down wind. He 

felt that that particular take off seemed particularly prone to turbulence in strong winds, (The self-

same thing happened to another pilot the following weekend) and Chairman Steve asked Mark 
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Woodhams whether he could approach the site owner with a view to using the field to the East of 

the current one. 

GoPro camera: Andy Rogers claimed use of it for the month. 

 

Other business 

Bottle of whiskey for Phil Shannon (owner of Sennen) it was agreed that the traditional 

annual bottle for Mr Shannon should be reinstated. 

Club archive Nigel Eagle suggested that, following the article in Skywings, anyone with things for 

inclusion in aclub archive should send them to Mark W. 

Chairman Steve said he had been offered the use of another take off at High Cliff, to the west of 

the one we use, and he would investigate the possibilities. 

Chris Whittaker’s letter: there was much discussion of Chris’ letter published in the bulletin. John 

Woollams asked what happened, and Paul Howse gave a description, including Chris’ glider on it’s A 

frame; windy conditions, (in his opinion too windy for a paraglider to take off); experienced pilot 

flying high; his inexperienced charge, who had been right at the front, hidden from everyone else, 

suddenly making his presence known by trying to inflate his glider; said pilot being dragged 

backwards up the slope, over Chris’ glider and ending in a heap in the marram grass and the slow 

reaction of everyone until Wendy ran to see if he was alright. 

It was generally felt that Chris had an important message, but it tended to be lost in the extremity 

of his invective. Some felt he should not have vented his spleen in an open forum like the bulletin, 

as the seemingly uncaring attitude to fellow plots would reflect badly on the whole club. 

Some who were there felt that Chris could also take heed of his warning to think of the outcomes of 

ones actions, since he left his glider parked unattended in a vulnerable position. 

It was generally concluded that, though the letter was extreme in its sentiments, Chris was cross 

because the incident was avoidable, and the question should be what we, as members of the flying 

community, could do to address the problem. It was felt that we should all be vigilant, looking out 

for others and being prepared to approach unknown pilots to check their experience and knowledge 

of the site and conditions, and to be prepared to stick our necks out and say if we think someone is 

doing something inadvisable. It is also the responsibility of all pilots, no matter how experienced, to 

approach others on a site to let them know of their presence and for advice on conditions. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45. 

 

Members 2011 
These are the 2011 members so far. If you’re not on there, and think you should be, or if your 

details are wrong, please let me know. 

 

 
Name Home Phone  Mobile 

Fiona  Austin 01805 622560 07947 410882 

Graham Austin 01805 622560 07946 706558 

James  Bull 01752 851773 07734 294858 

Patrick Buxton 01872 274667 07887 841813 

Mike  Cleaver 01208 813765 07881 414462 

Pete Coad 01209 716522 07977 841117 

Mike  Cowley 01872 863758 07914 086884 

Stephen  Dredge 01208 851442 07889 702879 

Ray Duggan 01752 691718 07590 011447 

Paul Dunstan 01209 217304 07979 328159 

Nigel Eagle   

Dean Fullwood 01326 311237  

Steve Hawken 01872 571582 07881 585208 

Barry Hobbins 01326 318143  

Paul Howse 01326 574498 07749 890061 

Gay Jones 01326 574498 07812 710883 

Tim Jones 01209 832234 07795 482351 

Sam Kahuna  07950 735088 

Michel Kerhoas 01326 374726 07767 887834 

 

Richard Kippax  07733 407673 

Alan Knight 01209 831748  

Lee Knight 01209 831748  

Graham Koller 01736 711017 07814 133536 

Manuel Lira 01326 319161 07866 367310 

Jenny Long  07969 252748 

Graham May 01209 843380 07989 231386 

Stephen  Mcilduff 01872 520759 07508 443508 

Raymond Mickleburgh 01872 262648 07773 027263 

Chris  Miller 01822 610542 07975 756154 

Bill Northcott 01579 340465 07710 423062 

Lawrence O'Dwyer 01579 321226 07981 321443 

Andrew Rogers 01209 216246 07866 985272 

Joe Thompson 01726 63140 07979 492213 

Sarah Waller 01736 786615  

Nigel Waller 01736 786615  

Richard Welsh  07753 825630 

Jeffrey Wood 01736 793298 07748 813358 

Mark Woodhams 01326 378555  

John Woollams 01637 879281 07972 196872 

 


