
 

 
 
 
 

 
Thoughts from your new edit
Well, here goes with my first e
bulletin. I have a very hard act
Mark’s searching out of inte
thought-provoking articles, and
approach to production. I’d like t
you to him for maintaining 
standard. And curse him for ab
duty and leaving it to me to contin
I’m going to revert to the age
bulletin editors- please make sur
have made an epic flight, or wit
momentous occurrence or ju
interesting thought, you write ab
is still fresh, and send it to me 
I’m no news hound, so if y
interesting read, then write
interesting! 
I look forward next month to read
of bravery and heroism from 
Paragliding BCC team, and how 
were robbed of) the champion
Graham and Patrick’s successes i
the Nationals. 
In the meantime, I leave you with
edition of the bulletin. 
Tim Jones 
 
Towing with Phippsy 
I know I may be biased, but 
people have missed some epic 
flying in Cornwall this past month
There have been some really goo
Rosewall Hill, and a few attempts 
but there have been at least thre
latter half of the month when the 
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record was up for grabs, and who knows, 
perhaps even the British record.  

 
Where is this mega-site? you gasp. Well, of 
course, it’s on North Cliffs. Phippsy has been 
ferreting around for good tow fields for his 
school, and has found some very useful sites, 
not just for teaching, but also for experienced 
tow rated flyers. 
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On Saturday 19th Graham had a 
demonstration flight on his DHV1 paraglider at 
10.30 in the morning. There was a cloud street 
already sitting over the field and disappearing 
into the distance towards Bristol. He released 
at 550ft and straight away was hoovered up to 
cloud base at 1300 ATO. It took all his efforts 
to stay clear of cloud, and all his will power to 
force himself to land to keep his students 
happy. If there had been any free flyers there, 
there is little doubt that they would have got 
away, and possibly have got out of the county. 
A couple of days later, at the same field, again 
there was a street sitting over us all the time 
we were winching students. 
The point of this is: if you are tow rated, 
remember there is an alternative to cliff 
soaring, so give Phippsy a ring. Yes, there is a 
cost associated, but then the rewards are 
potentially much higher, and if you are a 
member of the old syndicate, remember you 
still have credits, so it won’t necessarily cost 
you a bean! 
This may sound like an advertising feature, but 
it is written in the spirit of wishing to see more 
cross country flying, and more people having 
fun. 
See you out there! 
Tim 
 
 
 
 

 
Mode S Transponders 
Up until a month ago, most of us had very 
little knowledge of Mode S, or any other sort of 
transponders. Now, after the “consultation”, 
more of us know what they are, but still 
remain confused about the level of threat of 
them becoming compulsory for us to carry, 
and even whether the CAA really wanted 
responses from us! Perhaps the paranoid 
among us would suggest that the obfuscation 
was deliberate as a way of steamrollering 
legislation that would ultimately result in hang 
gliding and paragliding becoming extinct! 
Others might just suspect a total cock up. 
In an effort to shed some light, and develop a 
club response, a meeting was held at The 
Railway Arms in St Agnes on August 21st. It 
was relatively well attended, perhaps because 
of Ivor’s generous offer to supply “nibbles”, 
with around 16 people listening and 
contributing to the discussion.  
There was some interesting debate, and 
Chairman Dave did sterling work filling out a 
response sheet on behalf of the club. The 
general feeling was that any steps to “improve 
collision avoidance measures” were a good 
thing, but compulsory Mode S transponders 
were not the way to do it, as they would have 
very little effect for small, slow moving aircraft 
in uncontrolled airspace. 
There were also a number of other reasons for 
objections, probably the most important being 
the health risks from carrying such a relatively 
powerful radiation source so close to a pilot’s 
body. It was also difficult to support the 
introduction of something which has not been 
developed yet, and which could end up being 
very expensive to buy, and would need 
“MoTing”, at more expense, every year. 
At the end of the evening, everyone felt 
slightly better informed, and better able to fill 
in their response form. Unfortunately, by the 
time this hits your doorstep, or the tinternet 
equivalent, the deadline for responses will 
have passed, but I hope most of you have read 
the advice and guidance from the BHPA, and 
submitted your response. 
Who knows, it could be our very existence that 
is being threatened! 
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XC School in Italy, from the horse’s mouth 
(dozey mare) 
The four-day drive through Europe was hot! 
The whole holiday was hot! Most of the time 
the digital read-outs in the towns we passed 
were in the upper 30s but on the way back we 
saw 41c. 
The night stopovers, wild camping in the van, 
were oases of cool and scenic wonder. The first 
was so good we used it again on the way back; 
it was an off road lay-by with a picnic spot, 
shady with trees on the banks of the Seine, 
where steps had been cut for swimming from. 

 
Swimming in the Seine. The perfect end to a hot day on the 

road 
The Monte Cucco National Park, where the 
course was held, was a gentle roundy type of 
mountain landscape with 700m top-to-bottoms 
and plenty of harvested fields to land in, with 
an up-slope landing practice element thrown 
in. 

 
Big Al takes glider tuning very seriously 
The course was being run along-side the Dutch 
National Championships, using the same 
retrieve system. We had morning lectures with 
Dennis while the competitors were ferried up 

the mountain. The mini-buses then came back 
for us.  

 
 

Take off 
We were all nervous the first day, so the top-
to-bottom necessitated by a thunderstorm, 
was welcomed as a gentle intro. The bottom 
landing field was just in view, 5k out into the 
valley. 
 

 
My first landing spot. All that were to follow were as 

beautiful 
The weather for all but the last day was high-
pressure with inversions keeping a lid on 
things until 4-6pm-ish, if you could stay up till 
then there was plenty of lift and height to play 
with. I was glad the conditions were not get-
high-stay-high easy. There was a lot more to 
be learned from being challenged. 
The second day’s task was a ridge-run out and 
return of 20k (with no dynamic lift helping) 
followed by a gap-jump O&R of 10k finishing in 
the bottom landing field, only the tutors 
completed; all of us managed the ridge-run 
and then had varying degrees of success with 
the gap. 
Each day more elements were bolted on, we 
crossed gaps to other ridges, we crossed the 
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valley in front to the next ridge and beyond. 
The longest flight by one of the students was 
70k. At the time I did not count the miles, but 
when I wrote up the log at the end I was 
surprised how they added up. 

The week was over too soon I wished there’d 
been another week to go, I’ll just have to go 
again next year.               
Gay Jones

Kernow Cross Country League to August 23rd 2006 
 
There were no cross countries to report last month, but then at the end of July there was a flurry of 
flights from Rosewall Hill. It seems to be the place that’s working at the moment. All we’ve had in 
August is a brace of out and returns from the Green Machine. Freathy is a good place to rack up 
some miles at any time of the year. 

 
Cross Countries for July and August 

 

 

 

PC JT 

AJ 

BG&RG

PC 

 

Flights this month 

Date Name 
total 
(km) 

total 
(m) 

23-Jul-06 Al James 15.70 9.75

23-Jul-06 Jon Trewartha 16.85 10.46

23-Jul-06 Pete Coad 9.30 5.77

27-Jul-06 Pete Coad 12.87 7.99

27-Jul-06 Jon Trewartha 13.01 8.08

Aug ? Roger Green 27.89 17.32

Aug ? Barry Green 27.89 17.32

 

 
KHPA Cross Country League 2006

 

 

Position Name Team flight 1 flight 2 flight 3 flight 4 defined Total 

1 Jon Trewartha Lions 16.26 10.46 8.08 6.52  41.32 

2 Pete Coad Bulls 11.02 7.99 5.77 5.04 11.09 40.91 

3 Tim Jones Rhinos 23.78    4.25 28.03 

4 Graham Phipps Weasels 24.9     24.9 

5 Roger Green Bears     17.32 17.32 

6 Barry Green Bears     17.32 17.32 

7 Al James Bears 9.75     9.75 

Teams League Table 
 

Rampaging 
Rhinos 

Snorting 
Bulls 

Pouncing 
Lions 

Wild 
Weasels

Grizzly 
Bears 

28.03 40.91 41.32 24.9 44.39 
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Minutes of the meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and Paragliding Association held at the 
Clinton Social Club on Monday 14 Aug 06 

 
Welcome Chairman Dave welcomed the 15 members attending and opened the meeting at 20:20 
 
Apologies  Roger Green (France), Mark B (tired)  
 
Minutes of the last meeting were read, amended and signed. 
 
Matters arising  
Club Members pilot ratings – Sec emailed BHPA on 31 Jul but no response so far.  I’ll give it to the 
end of month before following up – they’ll be busy with Mode S. 
 
Bulletin posts – Hello & thanks to Tim Jones. 
 
BBQ was a great success at St Agnes with HG & PG pilots getting into the air and enjoying the food 
and friendly atmosphere when on the ground. 
 
Firewalk - £3,500 raised so far. 
 
Regular reports 
HG training 
Since Graham returned from competitions in Europe there have been 4 days training with 1 HG CP 
and 2 PG EPC 
 
PG training 
Mark not present to report 
 
Competitions 
Despite a fantastic 110km flight from Pete Coad, the Kernow HG team were placed second in the 
BCC. 
Croatian Europeans: although the weather was not great the Brit team came back with the bronze 
medal and lots of controversy, hopefully Graham has been persuaded to write a full report for the 
bulletin. 
 
Club Flying 
Great flying at the BBQ for both HG and PG, but mainly PG 
 
Incidents 
Jeff Brook started off with a lace jammed in his harness zip and progressed to having his chute in his 
hand at altitude, and his lace still stuck. Fortunately he managed to land safely, without coming down 
under silk. 
Little Al may have required a spare pair of uprights, no further information was available. 
 
Other business 
 
Member’s forum 
Mere Bash – camping is available from Friday. 
Ringing Culdrose.  Pete C tried the system as requested by Gavin and they do not seem to be 
interested. 
Roger Green requests that Brown Willy be treated as a private site during negotiations with the 
landowner. 
Graham, Patrick and Jeff are off to the British Nationals in St Andre in 2 weeks. 
Naming and shaming over subs was deferred for 1 month. 
The sad news was received that former member Dick Long has unfortunately passed away. 
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There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:30 
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