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Happy Christmas 

And good flying next year

december 2007 
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The Bleriot Cup 
Patrick Buxton 
 
Following closely on the heels of the British 
Open at St Andre, the Bleriot Cup was held in 
the Limousin region of France. For those of you 
ignorant of where that is, as I was, it is just left 
of the middle of France, a beautiful area very 
reminiscent of England in that it was very green 
and not particularly hot! They had virtually the 
same weather as we had in England – s**t! 
Having flown a longish task in St Andre on the 
Saturday, Tony Stephens and I set off for 
Carcassonne on the way to Limoges at 9pm. 
After not much sleep we were greeted with a 
civic reception on Sunday at Treignac and then 
taken to our base in a very nice hotel just 
outside the village. 
 
Day 1. 

 
 
Monday dawned with blue skies and light winds 
and we were taken to the Suc au May site, 
about 7km south of  Treignac The site was a 
very shallow take off, much like Bache Hill in 
Wales and with light winds that were to prove 
challenging to say the least. Miles and Ben took 
off early, marking the French pilots. After a lot 
of going round in circles in diminishing lift with 
the added frisson of avoiding the paragliders, 
gliders started to go down. I took off and joined 
the melee 30 seconds before the window closed 
and was rewarded with a very weak climb left of 
take off– sometimes getting closer to the trees 
than I would have wished! Eventually Dave 
(Shedsy) Shields and I contacted a good climb 
to base (a huge 800 feet above the hill!) and we 
went over the back with no one else following. 
The lift was weak and patchy with Shedsy 
finding the better lift getting 13 km and myself 

9 km. The distances were not huge but with no 
one else leaving the hill we established a 150 
point lead, which, with the paras similar 
performance, laid down the challenge very 
convincingly. One footnote to the paras flying 
was that two of them very nearly landed in 
Jaques Chirac’s back garden, that was in spite 
of very definite warnings of its proximity and 
that it is a huge castle with fabulous grounds 
and armed guards – very easy to mistake for a 
nice safe landing! 
 
Day 2. Blown out, though we did go and look at 
the take off at Bros, overlooking the Dordogne 
and rather lovely to look at, but far too breezy! 
We hung around a lot, waiting for the wind to 
die down but it did not succumb to our prayers 
and sacrifices of small French creatures (No 
reference to paraglider pilots intended or 
implied!). 
 
Day 3.  
Again rather windy; too windy for the floppy 
boys but just about right for us. We went back 
to Bros, the take off overlooking the Dordogne, 
where it was blowing 15+ mph. Tactics were 
discussed, ie who should follow which French 
pilot. We were then briefed on the task which 
was a relatively short 55km pretty much 
downwind with a 1km radius goal. Most of us 
took off having forgotten who we were meant to 
be shadowing but the lead French pilot was very 
comprehensively covered by Ollie Kynaston who 
somehow managed to stay with and above him 
until he watched the Frenchman land at about 
40km into the task. Ollie went on to land in goal 
just squeaking in by 50 or so metres into a 
horrid down sloping field with power lines! 
I, in the mean time, was having a rather torrid 
time at take off watching Ollie’s brother Miles go 
down to the bottom landing field with the 
French pilot he was marking. By watching the 
tree tops and the rustling leaves (it almost 
sounds as if I knew what I was doing!) I 
managed to keep up at take off height by the 
skin of my teeth for about half an hour. At one 
point, thinking, as one does, that I was all alone 
in the sky and that no-one could hear me, I 
shouted at my glider “Get on up you f…..g t..t!” 
not realising that the entire paragliding team, 
hg team drivers et al could hear me quite 
plainly and apparently nearly wet themselves 
laughing! Luckily, or more likely as a result of 
my delicate plea I did contact a corker of a 
thermal that took me almost to base. From 
there, the terrain which had appeared to be 
very inhospitable as far as landing fields were 
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concerned, revealed itself to be almost quite 
friendly even though nothing on track! Having 
just read the chapter on sources and triggers in 
my new thermaling for paragliders and hang 
gliders, I decided to try out my new found 
wisdom and guess what, it actually worked! 
Over the course of the next couple of hours I 
unzipped three times and actually got the saves 
that I had gone for: a large lake directly 
downwind of an industrial complex, a large wall 
of trees downwind of a large quarry and a river 
downwind of a small town. Each time it was 
really scrappy low down and took a great deal 
of will power and control to stay with it until it 
lifted off and filled in. At one time it took me 20 
minutes to gain 500 feet before it steadied up 
and took me to 3000 feet. This reinforced the 
lesson I have repeatedly observed but 
frequently ignored – be patient and don’t leave 
lift unless you are absolutely certain to get 
better lift elsewhere! I finally did an 8km 
crosswind leg to goal landing in a huge field into 
wind and upslope – lucky or what! The only 
downside was that the only bar was 1km away 
and it was rather hot which in itself was quite 
surprising! 

 

Unfortunately that was the last day of flying, 
the weather would not play the game: when 
there was not a howling gale the wind was non-
existent with completely stable conditions – a 
situation which led to my downfall on the last 
day. The French were desperate to fly and fly 
we did, from Bros. We spent the whole day 
there, extending the window by half an hour 
three times, but again the weather did not allow 
anything meaningful to happen. The paras were 
the first to try and takeoff with several abortive 
attempts ending up in the bushes with cursing 
pilots under their canopies. When they did 
manage to get off the ground it was only for an 
extended top to bottom. The hangers did the 
same with one exception, me, I managed to 
screw up my take off and bend an upright. Still 
we managed to keep the Coup de Bleriot with 
three convincing displays of flying. Next year I 
am sure the French will be out for revenge so, 
bring it on vous Francais! 
On a final note, the teams are selected to give 
up-and-coming but inexperienced pilots (so how 
come you got selected, then, Patrick? (Tim)) a 
taste of international team flying with the 
benefit of one or two older pilots sharing their 
experience. If anyone reading this is doing 
reasonably regular XC flying and wants to be 
considered make sure that the powers that be 
know of your wishes and go get yourselves 
selected, it’s great fun and some of the time 
you get some great flying! 
 

Our man practises his dance moves 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Frost Bite competition 
 
This has been postponed until weekend of 26th to 27th January, to make it easier for visiting clubs to 
arrange travel, and to allow KHPA to field a full team! Make sure you’re available! 
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KHPA Christmas Do 

 
Chairman Dave has arranged the dinner for 6.30 on Saturday 19th January at the Sandsifters in 
Gwithian. 

 

 

 

Party Menu  

Tapas Party Menu – £16.50p/h 
 
Aperitif –       Mixed Tapas board with a choice of Sherry 
 
 Followed by… 
Tapas – Choose at least one of the following dishes… 
 Patatas Bravas 
Sobrasada 
Tomato Salad 
Mixed salad 
Then choose up to two of the following dishes… 
Calamari 
Gambas 
Pescardo Fritos 
Atun con Salsa 
Albondigas 
Chicken Xinxim 
Serrano  
Pan-fried Aubergine 
Stuffed Tomato 
 
If you would like to go please send a deposit of £5 per person to: 
Tim Jones, 24 Trethannas Gardens, Praze an Beeble, Camborne TR14 0LJ 
(make cheques payable to Sandsifters) 
By no later than Friday 11th January. 

 
BHPA coaching course 

9th/10th February, at Carnmoggas Holiday Park, St Austell. 
 
Generously sponsored by Carnmoggas Holiday Park, the weekend’s fee will be a 
paltry £15.00, but for KHPA members this will be reduced to just £5.00 
Accommodation is offered at £10 for the Saturday night, with a social evening and 
buffet provided. 
A great weekend and a great opportunity to improve your knowledge and skills, and to help others 
to improve theirs. 
Get your booking for the course to Graham Phipps (01209 842877) by no later than 11th January 
To book accommodation ring Carnmoggas on 01726 74070 
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Grand Photographic Competition 
 
Unfortunately there weren’t many entries for the first monthly competition, but the winner, as 
selected by the panel of judges, was this atmospheric shot taken above High Cliff 20 years ago, by 
Rob Ings. 
Don’t forget to rummage through your photo albums for your entries for January’s competition, AND 
BRING THEM WITH YOU TO THE MEETING! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

KHPA AGM 
 

Remember the KHPA AGM and monthly meeting will be held at the Clinton Club on 
Monday 14th January at 7.30 pm 
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Minutes for the meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and Paragliding 
Association held at the Clinton Social Club on Monday 10th Dec 2007 

 
Welcome Chairman Dave welcomed the 11 members attending and opened the meeting at eight 
o’clock. 
 
Apologies Graham May, in Manchester; Mark Butler, working late; Chris Whittaker, swanning 
around (again); Pete Coad, upset tummy! 
 
Minutes of the last meeting were read & signed 
 
Matters arising  

• Re. the Christmas do, Dave had been sent a set menu from the Sandsifters at a cost of 
£16.50. There was not a lot of interest shown by members attending, but it was agreed that 
a note would be put in the bulletin, asking for anybody wanting to go to send confirmation 
and their money to Tim. 

• Emergency Parachute repack course. Graham had a list of dates but forgot to bring them. He 
would provide the dates to be put in the bulletin for members to decide on their preferred 
date. 

• Adrian Toase invitation to speak.  Graham reported that Adrian couldn’t do one until the 
summer, so that he could go surfing! It was agreed that Graham would ask if he could do the 
September meeting, with July as second choice. Graham reminded us that if he comes it 
would be very bad manners for members not to give him support in large numbers. 

• Webmaster: Nick Gigg confirmed that Paula would do the web site. (nice of him to offer!) 
Graham Phipps would send her all the relevant discs. 

• Secretary (acting) was quizzed as to whether he had e mailed South Devon about the rogue 
pilot. He shame-facedly admitted that he hadn’t but promised to do it promptly. 

 
Regular reports 
CHAPS training 
Graham reported one or two days at the beginning of the month but nothing lately due to weather. 
Competitions  
Frost bite comp was rearranged for weekend of 5-6th January. 
Club Flying 
The paragliders and hang gliders had been out at Perranporth, contrary Pete Coad had flown at St 
Agnes. 
 
Incidents 
None to report 
 
Other business 
Nick Gigg reminded people that the coaching course will be held at Carnmoggas on 9-10th February. 
It is available at the knock down price of £5 for KHPA members. Nick also generously offered 
accommodation for the Saturday night at £10. Graham reminded members that we needed at least 
15 people to make the course viable. 
Chairman Dave announced that he would be swanning around the Antipodes so wouldn’t be able to 
attend next month’s meeting and AGM. Mark Woodhams generously offered to stand in as 
Chairman. 
Member’s forum 

• Nick Gigg reported rogue pilots at Perranporth, actually parked at take off. They have a 
purple Hi lux Surf. We should all do our best to make them feel unwelcome and unwanted. 

• Graham Phipps reminded members there were still two places available for his trip to 
Lanzarote 

 
Photo competition From a huge entry of two photos, Rob Ings’ photo of a hang glider above High 
Cliff, submitted by Tim Jones, was selected as winner. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at nine fifteen. 

 


