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New club Website (khpa.co.uk) 
 
Paddy and Andy Hancock have been busy 
putting together the new club website.  The 
new site has the same address: 
www.khpa.co.uk but is hosted on Paddy’s 
own web space which is free of annoying 
porn links, flashing adverts and pop-ups. 
The new site boasts a rich content which 
includes a newly revised Sites Guide, Gallery, 
Weather links, Members and Important 
Contact details as well as a great new forum 
page.  You will also be able to download 
helpful Pilot Exam revision notes as well as 
previous editions of the fantastic KHPA 
Bulletin in .pdf format. 
As this job of gathering content material, re-
formatting, updating, and editing all take 
time please don’t expect miracles overnight!  
The site should be added to and completed in 
the next month or two.  Anyone wishing to 
comment on any aspect of the new site 
(good or bad!) please feel free to contact 
either Paddy or Andy Hancock as soon as 
possible. 
 

 
Kernow WIN Brass Monkeys!! 
 
The South Devon club organised the Brass 
Monkey comp was held over the weekend of 
the 29th and 30th of January. With the winds 
forecast to be in the north St Agnes was 
called for the first day with a 10.30 gathering 
time. A good turn out was expected with 
representation from South Devon, Kernow, 
The Malverns, Long Mynd and even the 
Devon & Somerset Condors on the cards. As 
it turned out the site was moved to Carbis 
Bay due to the north east wind where a total 
of 32 hang Gliders turned up in the moderate 
to fresh conditions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a welcoming chat and site run down, 
including airspace, three tasks were set for 
the Hangers whilst the paragliders went off to 
the low dunes to try and get out of the wind. 
First task was a ridge race from take off to 
the far corner of Carbis Bay (large house, 
cream/slate) then back across take off and 
out to the estuary where the turn point was 
the lifeguards hut then back in front of take 
off to finish. With the whole ridge and dunes 
lifting well there was no need to build height 
and the task could be done with the bar well 
in all the way. It must have been quite a 
spectacular sight to the residents of Carbis 
Bay and the coastal walkers as gliders raced 
their way to and fro well below the top. Down 
on the dunes the paragliders were treated to 
the site of the hangers soaring the dunes and 
turning over their heads at speeds of up to 
50 mph.  All the competitors completed the 
task and for several local pilots it was the 
first time they had been into Carbis Bay and 
out along the dunes, such are the benefits of 
competition.  
The spot landing followed with various rates 
of success and also gave rise to the normal 
discussions on what was a qualifying landing 
along with some entertainment due to the 
varying “styles”. The nearest pilot (Chris 
Smith S.Devon) managed to land a within a 
half metre of the target setting a very high 
standard. 
 
Having completed the first two tasks pilots re 
launched to attempt to go XC for a minimum 
of 5k. It was not to prove easy to “hook” the 
elusive thermals and whilst several gliders 
were seen to get high it was a couple of 
hours before two gliders working together 
were seen to circle up and away from Carbis 
bay itself. The pilots Tim Jones & Graham 
Phipps (both Kernow) slowly climbed out to 
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about 1000’ ato and drifted inland before 
gliding to land near Castle an Dinas Quarry 
on the edge of the Penzance Heliport 
airspace. The sight of them disappearing 
gave a renewed sense of urgency to the 
remaining pilots and it was not long before 
another glider was on its way. Mark Nichol 
(S.Devon) snuck away on his own from near 
take off and proceeded to fly to the south 
coast landing on the beach at Long Rock. 
Unfortunately for him and the S.Devon club, 
this put him deep into the airspace so did not 
qualify for a score.   
 
Due to the wind the paragliders did not 
manage a task although some did fly briefly 
on the dunes until a broken wrist stopped 
play. 
 
Sunday dawned with a good forecast and the 
wind backing to the north so it was off to St 
Agnes Head where about 30 hangers arrived 
along with a few optimistic paragliders who 
were hoping for the wind to drop a little from 
the  22mph it was at.  
 
Due to the lack of bottom landing no ridge 
race was set but the other two tasks were 
called with “Steve’s stone” being utilised as 
the designated spot.  Gliders were soon in 
the air and attempting their spot landings 
before hoping to go XC. Tim Jones was flying 
despite having “mislaid” his entire flying kit, 
except glider, the previous day and was 
grateful to all who loaned him various items. 
Whilst the flying was good and various bits of 
lift came through again it proved difficult to 
get away. However about half way through 
the afternoon gliders were seen to circle and 
climb just to the left of takeoff with 3 of them 
breaking away and drifting inland. Just 
behind the beacon the lower one (Geoff 
Brook) headed back towards take off having 
lost what little lift there was whilst the higher 
two kept going. From the on lookers point of 
view it appeared that they were gently 
circling downwards which in reality was not 
far from the truth. Mark Nichol and Graham 
Phipps were the pilots once again and drifted 
in the decaying lift until it became to sinky 
and then glid off inland to land side by side 
near Scorrier just cracking the 5k minimum 
distance.  Unfortunately despite their best 
efforts no other pilots got away whilst they 
did have some super flying. 
Once again the paragliders did not task due 
to the wind strength. 
 
So it was off to the pub to score up whilst 
talking over the various flights and 
experiences of the weekend. The visiting 

pilots especially were delighted to have had 
two days of quality flying and for some of 
them their first taste of coastal and sea 
thermic flying. 
 
Needless to say Kernow took the competition 
by a good margin with the South Devon boys 
coming second. Thanks to the South Devon 
club for organising things and to the Kernow 
for the sites and to everybody for coming. 
Here’s to the next one ….be there….. 
 
Club  Results ( top six pilots score) : 
 
Pos. 1 
 
Kernow  -  10190 
 
1. G. Phipps  3440 
2. T Jones  2250 
3. P. Coad  1420 
4. M. Bosher  1300 
5. R. Green  910 
6. A. Birch  870 
 

Pos. 2 
 
South Devon – 7730 
 
1. M. Nicol  2460 
2. C. Smith  1555 
3. K. Sweeney 1190 
4. G. Brooks   1139 
5. A. Hughes  720 
6. B. Arkle   666 
 
Pos. 3 
 
Malverns – 5743 
 
1. J. Bevan  1535 
2. N. Collins  1080 
3. P. Attley  910 
=3 A. Hyde  910 
4. D. Evans  696 
5. Mick   612 
 
Two good days in January saw around thirty 
pilots have a crack at up to five tasks, all of 
which were activated. Many thanks to the 
Kernow for organising Carbis in particular 
and to the Malverns for making the long 
journey down in numbers.  
 

Karl Sweeney 
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Carbis Saturday 
St Agnes Sunday 

Brass Monkeys 
Comp 29-30th January 

Hangers doing ridge runs over Carbis 

Rare sighting 
of hi-tech stiffy 
contraption 
preying 
overhead!! 

Jon Kiting, Chard & Kev para-waiting on beach 

Para’s watch hangers with envy…!! 

Para’s beaten by Strong winds head off to Smokey Joe’s diner 

Hangers enjoying superb conditions at St Agnes Foreign Competitors communicate to us Cornish!  

Now where’s that 
thermal ??? I need 
to prove to them I 
can do what it says 
on my wing! 
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South Devon Brass Monkey - Jan 29th-30th 2005. Day 1 - Carbis Bay, Day 2 St. Agnes Head. 
          

Pos. Pilot Club Spot Day 1 Spot Day 2 Race Day 1 ( mins.secs) Race Points XC Day 1 XC Day 2 Total 
1 G. Phipps Ker 190 250 4.45 1000 1000 1000 3440 
2 M. Nicol SD 450 460 8.3 550             DSQ 1000 2460 
3 T.Jones Ker 370 330 7.15 700 850  2250 
4 C.Smith SD 495 390 7.3 670 0 0 1555 
5 J.Bevan Mal 475 390 7.3 670 0 0 1535 
6 P.Coad Ker 260 400 6.45 760 0 0 1420 
7 M.Bosher Ker 0 420 5.45 880 0 0 1300 
8 K.Sweeney SD 300 230 7.35 660 0 0 1190 
9 G.Brooks SD 495 / 7.43 644 0 0 1139 

10 N.Collins Mal 0 350 7 730 0 0 1080 
11 P.Attley Mal 0 290 6.55 620 0 0 910 

=11 A.Hyde Mal ? 210 7.15 700 0 0 910 
=11 R.Green Ker 450 0 9.15 460 0 0 910 

12 A.Birch Ker 310 0 8.25 560 0 0 870 
13 P.Howse Ker 400 0 9.15 460 0 0 860 
14 A.Hughes SD 0 / 7.05 720 0 0 720 
15 D.Evans Mal 0 / 7.17 696 0 0 696 
16 B.Arkle SD 0 0 7.32 666 0 0 666 
17 R.Full Ker 350 / 10.3 310 0 0 660 

=17 A.Farrow SD 200 / 9.15 460 0 0 660 
18 Mick Mal 0 / 7.59 612 0 0 612 
19 A.Ashford Ker 0 320 10.4 290 0 0 610 
20 M.Phillips SD 0 / 8.3 550 0 0 550 
21 M.Reed SD 210 / 10.2 330 0 0 540 
22 G.Allision Mal 0 / 9.2 450 0 0 450 
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Annual Dinner Options  

As discussed at the recent Meeting we need to find a new venue and date to hold the KHPA 
Annual Dinner.  Mark Ashton Smith has looked into this and found us the two following options.  
Members should consider both options and then vote which venue and date they think is best 
suited for all members at the March meeting.   After the vote the price etc will be known and 
payment expected from you so bring along your cheque book or cash – NO EXCUSES!! 
 
Blue Bar. Porthtowan. £150 for hire of adjacent 'Board Room'! Minimum 40 people for buffet! 
(They must be getting big). We may be able to get away with 35 people. Two buffet options: 
£10/head, £15/head.  Evening of 2nd April currently available (may not be for long), and good 
chance that 1st April will be available. There will be a ska band (Rudi's Message) playing in the 
Blue Bar itself on the 2nd April. (1st April - no live band.) 
 
Sand Bar. Praa Sands. Free (part) room hire - not entirely cut off from main bar 
but effectively gives us a large, private space where we could have our own DJ, etc. Flexible 
buffets - £10/head OK.  30 people OK. Not available for Saturdays but any other evening OK. 
Friday April 1st available. This option seems very convenient and low commitment compared to 
the Blue Bar. 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE KHPA FEBRUARY MEETING. 
 

Annual Dinner.  Details of the new date, venue and cost should be announced at the 
March meeting (Monday 14th March) and will be included in the March Bulletin. 
 
Parking at Perran.   See notice in this Bulletin. 
 
Trefusis Site.  We have no permission to launch from this site and members must no use 
it until an agreement has been agreed and announced. 
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If you want to fly at Perranporth New arrangements have been agreed with 
Perran Sands Holiday Centre. For the 2005 season KHPA members will be allowed to park in the 
usual area provided their car displays a sticker which can be obtained from Perran Sands Holiday 
Centre Reception. Members must complete and present the following form at Reception with their 
KHGA Membership Card.  As a special concession to our members no charge will be made for the 
sticker.  CUT OUT, FILL OUT and FOLD before submitting form. 
 
Clamping will be in operation for any car parking without a sticker and the Holiday Centre 
Management warn that parking wardens will be very active.   
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Minutes of the January meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and 
Paragliding Association held at the Clinton Social Club on  

Monday 8 January 2005 
 
Welcome The newly elected chairman Dave welcomed the 24 members present. 
 
Apologies for absence were made for Chairman Pete and Vicki who were away skiing, Roger Full 
and Mike Richards. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting were read, amended and signed. 
 
Matters arising  
The Annual dinner was reached in discussion after the AGM and very close to 11pm at which 
time the premises had to be vacated.  A full discussion of the available options was not possible at 
that point of the evening.  Brian had found that the only suitable and available date for the dinner 
at the Unicorn in Porthtowan was 12 Feb.  A sizeable deposit needs to be paid ASAP to secure the 
night.  The treasurer reported that only one member had paid for the dinner to date.  A short and 
incomplete discussion took place because members were in the process of leaving.  There was no 
real possibility of a vote in these circumstances even if a motion had been proposed.  The 
chairman and secretary both took the view that arrangements had not reached the point where 
club funds should be used to secure the night and that the dinner should be delayed, probably for 
two months.  The matter was concluded to nobodies’ satisfaction. 
 
Regular reports 
HG training Graham reported good days at Perran on New Years Eve and 2 Jan 05. 
PG training Mark had none to report for the month 
Club flying New Years Eve was reported as a very good day at Perran for both HG and PG. 
Competitions 
The frostbite comp’ will take place sometime after 29 Jan and HG and PG will preferably take place 
on the same day.  Competition clubs need to be informed when we have a date. 
The brass monkeys’ competition will take place on 29 Jan run by the South Devon club. 
The Nationals will take place in the Pyrenees Mountains of Spain for CP rated pilots and up. 
The British Clubs Challenge will require a team.  
Gay produced details of a competition on Larange for first time competition pilots.  The dates are 
HG 21-28 May, PG 11-18 Jun.  There is a website: www.flylarange.com  
 
Incidents 
There was no time to discuss incidents. 
 
Other business 
Roger Green feeds the farmers at High Cliff and Vault Bay with whiskey on an irregular basis.  It 
was agreed that he should continue to do so and be reimbursed on the production of his receipts. 
Paul Howse is looking for Richard Highlands contact details. 
 
Members forum 
There was no time for a members forum 
 

Minutes of the February meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and 
Paragliding Association held at the Clinton Social Club on  

Monday 14 February 2005 
 
Welcome Chairman Dave welcomed the 21 members attending and opened the meeting at ten 
past eight. 
 
Apologies were received from John Trewartha, Steve Hawken & Daisy. 
 
Matters arising  
Annual dinner.  Before any discussion took place Mark Butler extended thanks to Brian for the 
effort he had put in to arrange a dinner; all members were in full agreement.  There was then a 
short discussion to find a new date, budget and venue.  There is cause for mild optimism that 
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something will be arranged for early April with a £10-15 buffet at the Blue Bar.  If arrangements 
are successful and acceptable then members will be expected to pay at the next meeting so that 
the treasurer may get to enjoy the evening too.  Graham Phipps proposed and Mark Butler 
seconded that the club funds should contribute £100.00 to the dinner, vote carried. 
However, the treasurer pointed out that the 25 members who have paid annual subscriptions are 
now subsidising anybody who wishes to attend the dinner without a current membership. 
 
Regular reports 
HG Training.  Graham reported two or three good days since the last meeting with Dave and Al 
making good progress. 
 
PG Training.  Mark had no training to report but had some information on a Condors initiative to 
hold a Pilot Rating theory day followed by the exam.  Interested CP rated members should contact 
him. 
 
Competitions. 
Brass Monkeys started with an excellent day at Carbis on 29 Jan with 32 Hang Gliders in the field.  
First up was a ridge run followed by spot landing.  Then in the open XC, Graham Phipps, Tim 
Jones and Mark Nichol got away towards Penzance.  Tim was unlucky to have his Harness taken 
while waiting for the retrieve, then lucky to find an open Police Station to report it missing, then 
unlucky to leave the wrong contact number with the Police and finally lucky to get his harness 
back.  St Agnes the following day started with a spot landing competition followed by open XC.  
Graham and Mark got away again to just under 6k.  Kernow Club carried the competition 
comfortably. 
Frost Bite the date is reset for 26 Feb. 
British Clubs Challenge dates are not available yet but the first round may be as early as the end 
of March.  The club intends to enter three teams: one HG and two PG.  Entry fees will come from 
club funds. 
 
Incidents 
Chairman Dave performed a demonstration for video on how to break your wrist in a sand dune 
but did not feel the need to provide further details. 
 
Other business 
Alan Phipps states that the arrangements for parking at Perranporth have changed but it will still 
be free for members to park.  A form must be filled out and taken to reception with a valid 
membership card to obtain a windscreen sticker.  The club has been warned that checks (and 
clamping) will be carried out more frequently this year.  Lapsed members parking at Perranporth 
without a sticker may find it difficult to attend the annual dinner for their subsidised meal. 
Graham Phipps requests photographs for publicity. 
Mark Butler has found a pair of gloves and a windsock.  Graham says thanks for his windsock. 
Mark is arranging a trip to Verbiers for both HG and PG.  Interested members need to contact him 
within two weeks of this meeting. 
Chairman Dave intends to speak with Peter Crockford ref the Trefusis site.  Insurance may be a 
problem with the leaseholder; Dave will investigate.  Trefusis remains closed for all flying unless 
an agreement can be reached. 
 
Members forum 
The Laragne PG competition on 11-18 Jun was strongly recommended by John Atkinson, 
especially for low airtime pilots. 
Paddy says the new web site is up and receiving favourable comments.  Some teething problems 
are known about & being sorted, he is looking for comment and contributions. 
Phil apologised for his absence due to an operation but he is on the mend & looking forward to 
getting back in to it. 
Andy told a very interesting tale that he would probably be prepared to repeat; should anybody 
ask. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at twenty past nine. 


