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rote a report on 
ngs. It has been 
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newer members to have a taste of the history of 
the club, so here is Rob’s article, with photos. 
How many of those fresh faced young coves in 
the pictures do you recognize?! 
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 ‘claustrophobic’, 

can still produce a respectable cross country 
mileage. 
The club, formed in 1975 by Roger Full and 
John Westcott, comprises some 35 local 
members, with a few more ex-pats scattered 
across the country. Because the club is small, it 
retains a close knit atmosphere, so everyone is 
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a familiar face and not just a membership 
number. The large majority of the core 
membership has been flying for ten years or 
more so there tends to be a long term 
association with the club -most members are 
lost not through disinterest in the sport but by 
job commitments taking them from the county. 
With a small club, overcrowding at sites is never 
a problem. On any flyable day, if there are a 
dozen pilots in the air, thoughts turn to the 
good old days when you had room to move! 
Probably because of this we have little or no 
problems with our site owners. Cross-country 
land outs are not a problem either, as 
landowners tend to regard our arrival as a 
novelty and are invariably helpful and friendly. 
There’s a commonly held belief that you can’t 
fly cross country from coastal sites. Well down 
here in Cornwall things are not so clear cut. 
During the spring and autumn, with the help of 
sea thermals, and on one occasion last summer 
(post cold front), pilots have climbed out from 
the coast. Two of our sites, St Agnes and ‘a 
place in North Cornwall’, are well known for 
their cross country potential, the latter having 
given Graham Phipps a 52 mile flight to Torbay 
-twice! 

 
“Somewhere in North Cornwall” 
With such a large coastline the majority of our 
flying tends to be with the ‘big blue bit’ out in 
front, but a healthy winching operation 
supplements our summer flying. Started in 
1986, our towing operation has been kept in the 
air not only by a concerted effort on everyone’s 
part, but also by much hard work by Paul 
Dunstan, our resident mechanical guru, and Bill 
Scott, our original Towing Coach. 
We have three tow fields, but our main site is a 
100 acre field in mid-Cornwall, on a farm 
belonging to one of our founder members, Dave 
Bazeley. It was here in 1991 that we, as a Celtic 
nation, hosted the Celtic Cup- the first time the 
competition was tow based. A successful event 

which, on the last day, saw most of the pilots 
scattered over miles of south and west 
Cornwall. 

 
The 1991 Celtic Cup team 
Still on the towing front, Kernow was the first 
club in the country to secure Sports Council 
funding for a dual glider, which has been used 
on several occasions to provide a unique flying 
experience for handicapped children in the area. 
Situated on a peninsula, Cornwall in the 
summer produces convergence which can 
extend right along the south coast, and 
although we’ve not yet cracked it, the day will 
come when the national record will be broken 
from here. As an example of the potential, a 
couple of years ago two overlapping flights were 
made on the same day -Ubley to Okehampton 
(75 miles) and Dartmoor (King Tor) to Lands 
End (90 miles). So with our winch launch, 
convergence and some luck, records will go. 
Although our inland sites are not of Premier 
League status, we do ‘enjoy’ some rather 
technically challenging slopes which, when not 
being flown, could be used as draining boards! 
For this reason, regular trips to sites in South 
Wales and neighbouring Dartmoor are made in 
the summer months which are always enjoyed. 
Curiously enough, some of the best potential in 
the area could come from the china clay tips 
situated in the centre of the county. Referred to 
as the Cornish Alps, these snow-white spoil tips 
form ridges which reach several hundred feet 
high in places. These have been eyed longingly 
on many a summer’s day but as yet, due to 
worries by the owners over insurance 
complications, none has been flown. A pity 
really, because if nothing else it would be a 
novelty having to continually revise upwards the 
height of these sites in our sites guide! 
Coastal ridge runs add another dimension to our 
flying and provide an alternative to inland cross 
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countries. With a number of ridge runs in excess 
of 15 miles the challenge is there, but shouldn’t 
be taken lightly. Winter time provides the best 
conditions as sea thermals help pilots to gain 
extra height in order to cross the bays and 
coves cut into the cliff line en route. 

 
A spectacular view en route to Perranporth 
Despite the lack of readily accessible inland 
sites on which to play, the competition record of 
the club in general, and of certain individuals in 
particular, is something of which we are all 
proud. In South Western inter-club competitions 
as well as National and European Airwave 
Challenge events, Kernow has achieved results 
over larger clubs which give us all a morale 
boost. Over the last four years Kernow has been 
represented in the league by Bill Scott, Graham 
Phipps and Pete Coad -all leaving their mark in 
one form or another! This year, however, they 
have returned to their roots -much to the club’s 
benefit. Our most recent success came in this 
year’s British Open when Kernow took the team 
prize. 

 
The KHGA 1992 invasion force in Laragne 
Annual European trips have over the years 
given many of us the chance to get in some 
serious altitude training. The most successful of 
these have seen merry bands of up to 15 pilots 
marauding across the sun-bleached landscapes 
of Provence and Northern Spain. Happy days! 

But it’s not all competitions and foreign trips. 
New blood in the form of new pilots ensures a 
club’s survival and to minimise the blood loss 
it’s felt that low airtime pilots are the 
responsibility of everyone in the club and not 
just someone with a badge. To that end, 
everyone is helpful and approachable (when 
sober!), so no one need feel they have to ‘go it 
alone’ -just ask for help and you’ll probably be 
killed in the rush! 
However, some badges are necessary, and the 
man with the biggest and most impressive is 
our Senior Coach, Graham Phipps. His teaching 
and patience over the years have safely guided 
many of our low airtime pilots through their 
early flights. Fortunately for Graham, he is also 

ver way it goes, 
it’s ‘heads I win, 
tails you lose’! 
As we all know, 
the next best 
thing t

our resident dealer, so which e

o flying is 

Monday of each 

talking about it, 
so we all 
congregate at 

Redruth’s 
Clinton Club on 
the second 

month for an 
evening of 
revelry and 
mickey taking. 
(People with 
huge egos 

and/or thin skins need not attend!) here, 
Chairman Daisy (Graham May), and Secretary 
Alan Phipps try valiantly to conduct a sensible 
meeting, but invariably resign themselves to the 
inevitable. For those who can’t drag their 
Zimmer frames along to the meeting, or forget 
which day it’s held on, there is always the club 
newsletter, the KHGA Bulletin, to keep them 
abreast of ‘woz on’, edited by Jon Atkinson, one 
of our small but perfectly formed parapente 
squadron. 
The club’s social side is well organised by Diane 
Dunstan who, along with her duties as ‘spot 
marshal from hell’ at comps, rules with a fist of 
iron. And we love it!  
So, there it is, Kernow in a nutshell. With plenty 
of room to fly we welcome any responsible 
pilots. Come down and meet us and enjoy some 
summer flying, but please give our club contact, 
Alan Phipps, a ring first. 
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Kernow Cross Country League to February 20th 2007 
The winter cross country league is coming to a close, and we have an exciting young pilot in the lead. 
Will any of the dinosaurs be able to keep up with him? Watch this space, and get your scores in. 

 
KHPA Winter Cross Country League 2007 

 

Position Name Team Total 
1 Tim Jones Rhinos 17.47 
2 Graham Phipps Weasels 5.78 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Spicing up Club Meetings 
We are still struggling to find ways to make the meetings more attractive and better attended. There 
were very few responses to last month’s questionnaire, so it’s reprinted here. PLEASE take time to 
consider the suggestions, and make your feelings known, either by returning this sheet, or ringing the 
chairman, secretary, Graham Phipps (who took the trouble to put the questionnaire together), or Tim at 
the bulletin. Or better still, come to the meeting on March 12th and join in the discussion. 
 

Suggestion comments 
Limit official business  to 60 mins 
maximum 

 

Limit official business  to 45 mins 
maximum 

 

Limit official business to 30 mins 
maximum 

 

Do away with official business all 
together and elect a committee to deal 
with it – prob 10 minute report at 
meetings 

 

Punctuality (starting on time)  
Smoking  
Non Smoking   
Guest speakers (pos once a quarter)  
In club speaker as suggested by 
members 

 

Quiz night  
Light food (to coincide with guest 
speakers) 

 

Equipment demonstrations  
Videos  
Venue  
Date/Time  
Other suggestions 
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Minutes for the meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and 
Paragliding Association held at the Clinton Social Club on Monday 
12 Feb 07 
 
Welcome Guest Chairman Mark B welcomed the 30 members attending and opened the meeting 
at ten past eight. 
 
Apologies Chairman Dave might have been in the Caribbean. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting were read and signed. 
 
Matters arising  
Vault Bay – the club is treading carefully with regard to contacting the NT.  We have the farmer 
“on side” and have demonstrated that any agricultural payment to him would not be affected by 
our activities.  Steve Walsh (BHPA Sites Officer) knows that the NT can be tricky to deal with, 
but doesn’t know of a club that has brought all of their sites under one license, neither does he 
know whose permission has priority: the tenant farmer or the landowner (NT) but he suggests the 
farmer would probably not have the final say over permission for non-agricultural use of the land 
and that we shouldn’t create a situation where the farmer is in conflict with the NT. 
The warden at Vault Bay has objections to our flying activities and would like us to be restricted, 
at the very least by our numbers.  If we go to the regional manager we should have a more 
justified reason than merely “going over the site wardens’ head” and that reason could be that we 
want to clarify our position and bring all of our NT sites (Vault, Chapel, St Agnes and High 
Cliff) under one license.  This option involves risks; we can carefully set out our case with the 
number of actual flying days and the positive contribution we make to sites: ensuring gates are 
closed, car parking is responsible, sites are not littered, putting a pound each in the voluntary 
contribution box for parking etc. and we can invite the regional manager to site on a flying day to 
see that the impact of our activities is negligible.  After all of this we might still be offered an 
expensive and restrictive license.  Alternatively we can let sleeping dogs lie and ignore the 
warden until the situation changes and we are forced to act. 
 
Culdrose contact with Operations – Still no action by Sec. 
 
First Aid course – thanks to Chairman Dave for organising the event and to Graham May for 
organising the room.  Members attending thought it very good and worthwhile.  Mark B 
suggested that a short course could be organised for a club evening and the majority of members 
voted their agreement. 
 
Responses to questionnaire in bulletin – or Kernow Hang gliding and Paragliding Apathy.  
As only two responses have been received the matter wasn’t discussed.  The Sec’ is asking all 
members to write their opinions down and bring them to the next meeting.  If you don’t have 
opinions of your own then borrow somebody else’s. 
 
Regular reports 
CHAPS training Graham spent 4 days towing for one full PG conversion (Glen), one partial 
HG conversion (Sec’), taster days, dual flights and a HG hill conversion. 
 
Competitions although the frostbite comp’ was rescheduled for the 17-18 Feb the weather on 
that weekend let us down again and the comp’ was cancelled. 
 
Club Flying Perran Sands, High Cliff and Freathy have seen activity from the HG side while the 
PG members have been out at Praa Sands and Carbis. 
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Incidents 
The Sec’ put his hand through an upright on landing during his winch conversion and really must 
begin to think about “the process of letting go”. 
 
Other business 
Perran parking – Alan P will try again but it’s not looking promising.  The new rate is £40/year 
or £2.50/day. 
 
Vicki Ferguson wrote to Tim to resign her membership.  The club thanked her for the courtesy 
and is sorry that she is leaving. 
 
The annual trophy presentations were made to: 
KHPA HG cross country league winner  Pete Coad  43.48 miles 
KHPA PG cross country league winner  John Trewartha 41.32 miles 
Best UK flight      Graham Phipps 71.9 miles 
Best World flight     Graham Phipps 88.4 miles 
Adventure Sports Trophy    Roger Full  
for services on the bulletin, sites and air prox. 
 
Congratulations and thanks to them all for their achievements and efforts, all club members 
should be motivated to get their own names on those trophies next year. 
 
 
Member’s forum 
Tim J thanked everybody for the bulletin contributions they are about to write, please get them in 
ASAP. 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at five to nine. 
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