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Towing – You should give it a go! 
 
I just wanted to write a note to say how much 
fun towing is!  I got my CP last year for towing 
on a paraglider and also converted on the hill, 
but shamefully I have to say I hadn’t flown 
since November. 
I have just got back into it on the tow line and I 
am so addicted again that I skived two days off 
work to go flying.  (Sorry to Mark F. – my boss, 
and to anyone who found that the surf shop was 
shut on Praa Sands beach on Friday!)  

 
Anoki up high 
I flew on the day Paul did a record 100 tows, I 
don’t know how he did it. He never loses his 
concentration! On the 99th tow, Phippsy took my 
ten year old son up on his tandem paraglider – 
see the photos.  Anoki, is now a convert and 
can’t wait until he is old enough to fly on his 
own.  In the meantime I reckon he is hoping 

Kaz will train him on the motorbike so he can 
give Paul a break and pull out the tow lines.  He 
rode all evening on the back with anyone willing 
to take him.  Never seen him beam so much! 

 
Graham entrusted with Anoki! 
I want to appeal to all you hill flyers out there 
who haven’t tried it, to give towing a go.  It is 
just a different experience altogether to flying 
off a hill and with much less effort. On each 
flight you hope you’ll catch those magic, elusive 
thermals and if you don’t, it is straight back up 
to try again. It is a brilliant way to perfect your 
landings – well that’s the theory! So far I feel 
quite pleased that I haven’t landed on any 
sheep – you might just spot a couple behind 
Paul! (See the photo of Phippsy with Anoki after 
landing). 
And let’s face it, if I can just about stay on line, 
anyone can.  Just ask Graham. 
Wanda Summers 

june 2007 
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British Open 2007 
 
The forecast looked pretty promising for the 
first round of the British Open Series held over 
the early May Bank Holiday with an extra day 
either side to make it a five day comp. This was 
also to be the British Open itself so making it 
the “one to win”.  
 
Things started poorly for me when, before even 
leaving Cornwall, I filled the car up with fifty 
litres of petrol which was a shame as it’s a 
diesel! Still, with Al J’s help in knowing the 
garage manager, it was sorted and we headed 
for South East Wales, making a drop off and 
pick up on the way to collect my new glider. On 
arriving in Wales we went straight to 
********* where we found it to be nicely 
soarable, so after putting “New Babe” together I 
gave her her first flight in the UK and found 
everything to be just fine with no adjustments 
required.  Then it was off to set up camp in Park 
Farm near Crickhowell where we were joined by 
Pat B and Steve H making up the Kernow 
contingent. 
 
Day one dawned not as bright as hoped but 
things were forecast to get better so it was off 
to the Blorenge for the first task. Arriving pretty 
much at cloudbase things did not look too 
promising, but based on the forecast, rigging 
took place and sure enough the cloud lifted to 
allow some free flying before the task began. 
With conditions still looking challenging a fairly 
short task was set of 31k with a crosswind turn 
point at the 20k mark. Things continued to 
improve and it wasn’t long before gliders took to 
the air and began to climb out. Joining the 
increasing throng I bounced around in the 
variable lift for about 30 minutes before getting 
a fairly solid climb to cloudbase at about 1200’ 
above the top and, with no reason to stay, set 
out on course. The pilots with me seemed 
reluctant to follow but by the time they did they 
had lost a few hundred feet on me as we 
headed to some gliders circling low on the 
foothills.  Finding scrappy lift above them I 
climbed again but those lower were now 
beginning to struggle and it was quickly time to 
move on, aiming at a rigid circling a k or so out 
on track.  Reaching his position I was joined by 
another flex wing and we both climbed back to 
base before pushing on after the long gone 

rigid, who was not to be seen again.  A series of 
climbs and glides saw me approach the turn 
point with plenty of height and in lift, whilst my 
companion who had been losing out on each 
climb was on his final glide to land just past the 
turnpoint. Leaving lift to get in sector I lost only 
a couple of hundred feet before turning back to 
reconnect with it and set me up for the glide to 
goal on the coast. Playing very much on the 
safe side, as the sky ahead was starting to blue 
out and my glide angle information was 
incorrectly set, by the time I set off on final 
glide there was loads of height to spare so I was 
able to wind the T2 up and enjoy a fast run to 
the coast.   
 
Arriving at goal there was no one else to be 
seen which always casts doubts into your mind, 
but all was well and I landed safely in a nice 
field by the Severn Estuary. As it turned out, 
the rigid was only a couple of fields away 
arriving 8 minutes before me and being the only 
other to make it by a good margin. 
 
Day 2 (Saturday) was again on the Blorenge but 
in totally different conditions, with a heavy 
inversion which I believe we were in the middle 
of suppressing the lift. Despite several valiant 
efforts, the 10k activating distance was not 
achieved and the task was finally cancelled. A 
good number of pilots flew down to Castle 
Meadows where a good number had interesting 
landings, but glad to say none of them were 
Kernow. 
 
Day 3 (Sunday) and with a poor forecast the 
day was canned early. 
 
Day 4 (Monday) and the forecast was again 
poor, and due to get worse for the next few 
days, so the rare decision was made to can the 
comp and carry out the prize giving. 
 
It’s always a shame to stop a comp early but it 
was the right decision as the weather proved. 
From a personal point of view all’s well that 
ends well, which in this case resulted in me 
winning the British Open for the first time and 
leading the series overall. Pat B positioned 30 
and Steve H 35. Off to rainy windy Yorkshire 
next.  
 
Graham Phipps 
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About that “new paraglider”! 
We’ve had one or two lewd captions for the photo of John’s new wing. I shan’t reveal the culprit’s name 
but he should beware of any legal Eagles who might consider suing him for defamation of character! 
 
 

 

Jean was frustrated playing with her beauty on the ground and having repeated “overshoot” 
problems, but she soon realised that she would get higher with a medium to large banana. 
 
Any more captions will be gratefully received. 
 
 

Glider for sale 
NOVA ARTAX (medium) DVH 1-2; less than 100 
hours and still in very good nick; clean looking 
in patriotic colours. 
Ideal first or second glider; well practiced in 
cross country flying with nearly 300 km under 
its risers. £695 ono. Contact Robin Mogridge 
tel: 013647243 mob: 07980929535 from South 
Devon Club. 

 

Interesting web site 
Wanda sent in a web site that might be 
interesting for learner paragliders, with a short 
video on ridge soaring. 
Check it out, but don’t tell Mark what Wanda 
spends her time doing when she should be 
working! 
http://www.mikeannear.com/ULF.html 
 
 

 

I WAS     
CONNED 

BY PHIPPSY 
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Kernow Cross Country League to June 23rd 2007 
 
We’ve had no entries for June, but no less than five came in from the end of May! Little Al and Jon 
Trewartha seem to be doing their best to eclipse the hang gliders. They entered their flights with Coady 
from Carn Brea, and also had nice ones from Rosewall Hill, but Steve Hawken had a good flight from St 
Agnes, with the best straight line distance this year, to keep the hang gliders’ end up. 

 
KHPA Hang gliding Cross Country 

League 2007 

 
KHPA Paragliding Cross Country League 

2007 

 
 

 

 

Flights this month 

JT
AJ 

(PG) 

SH 
(HG) 

 
 

Notes from the past 
Here is a copy of Phippsy’s diary for June 1987. 
Compare it with the flying we’ve done this year! 
 
7th June 1987 

Flying Carn Brea 1.25 mins wind NW 18-22 max 1200’ 

not solid. Billy flew to Penryn – Roger F, Karez Tim + 

Monty all flew to Stithians.– Graham May flew C. Brea 

for 1st time v. good. Robin Ridge picked up T’bird sr. 

9th June 1987 

Flying @ Carn Brea T/O @ 18.00 straight into thermal 

landed @ 19.25 @ Tregowris Nr St Keverne max 2,600ft. 

Wind NW light – too late to cross wind successfully – not 

enough cloud. 

12th June 1987 

Flying @ Carn Brea wind 8 NNW went below top but 

managed to thermal up to 600 max ATO 40 mins 

 

 

13th June 1987 

Flying @ Carn Brea wind 16-18 N excellent conditions 

took off @ 14.00 left ridge 14.08. Thermalled to cloud base 

@ 2,500 max @ 3,200. Flew to Lizard with 2,500 to spare. 

Landed @ 15.15 in Car park. Flew over Culdrose ATZ @ 

3,000. Nobody else left hill! 18.1 miles 

14th June 1987 

Flew Godrevy – Downer 2 mins – 

19th June 1987 

Flying @ Perran 10 mins on Polaris 20 mins on MIV 166 

New – Brill 20 mins on Polaris + 40 mins on MIV 166 

21st June 1987 

Flying @ Perran – Bob Wonacott flew MIV 166 OK 

Bottom landed in 6-8mph. I flew 15 mins B.landed 

Brian Bazeley 5 top to bottoms including prone 

conversion all good ready to soar. 

30th June 1987 

Flying Brightstone IOW on Clubman 180 3 flights quite 

thermic 50 mins 

Position Name Team Total 
1 Barry Green Bears 19.77 
2 Tim Jones Rhinos 17.47 
3 Steve Hawken Lions 14.81 
4 Roger Green Bears 11.34 
5 Graham Phipps Weasels 5.78 
6 Chris Whittaker Rhinos 3.26 

Position Name Team Total 
1 Jon Trewartha Lions 18.24 
2 Al James Bears 17.62 
3 Pete Coad Bulls 17.03 
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Sennen and Gwenver sites 
Below is an extract from a letter from Andy Howard (the Air Traffic Controller at Lands End 
Airfield, and infamous rogue pilot) to Mark Dale. It seems he is reacting to our letter to him 
regarding flying our sites without being a BHPA member, but he obviously has a very valid 
point. 
It is absolutely vital that EVERYONE rings Lands End ATCO, and requests 
permission to fly before doing so, or it could well end with us losing this site. 
 
“Regarding the requirement to inform the ATCO at Lands End prior to flying Sennen and 
Gwenver; upon further studying of the rules it is apparent that our ATZ extends down to ground 
or sea level within 2 nautical miles of our aerodrome reference point. Therefore it is a legal 
requirement to request permission to fly here during the published hours of watch. You may be 
aware that Culdrose do not allow paraglider pilots to fly within their ATZ during their published 
hours of watch, this may be due to the fact that some PG pilots neglect to carry out the vital act 
of requesting permission. This has been known to happen at Lands End, which is equally critical 
as scheduled air transport flights here make approaches to land over the Sennen hang glider and 
paraglider launch site below altitudes which are achievable by ridge soaring gliders! I wonder if 
you'd be so kind as to advise further amendment of the local PG/HG website to stress the 
importance of requesting permission before gliding takes place within our ATZ as it would be a 
shame to be forced to adopt Culdrose's 'No to all' viewpoint as I too get much enjoyment from 
paragliding these two beautiful sites.” 
 
 
And finally… 
A sharp eyed photographer snapped this picture at a local flying site, and sent it with a 
caption. Any other witty or derogatory captions will be gleefully received and published next 
month. (Apologies to readers in black and white-you have to see the colours!) 
 

 
my message to the paragliders is “you can have catalogue man, as long as he 

takes the pants with him”. 
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Minutes for the meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and Paragliding 
Association held at the Clinton Social Club on Monday 11 Jun 

Welcome Guest Chairman Mark Woodhams welcomed the 15 members attending and opened 
the meeting at twenty past eight. 
Apologies  
Minutes of the last meeting were read & signed 
Matters arising  
Regular reports 
CHAPS training Graham had 6 days in the field on tow lines and three days on the hill.  2 
PGCPC, 3 HG CPC, 2 PG tow conversions and 1 HG tow conversion were obtained along with 1 
HG power conversion.  Graham suggested a club BBQ evening in the tow field at some time in 
the future. 
Competitions Chairman Dave & John T had good flights from Merthyr during a round of the 
PG BCC but were not present to report. 
Graham P went to Yorkshire for a 1 day comp & came in 8th to maintain his lead in the British 
open series. 
Club Flying A much better month for flying than the previous one.  PG pilots had a couple of 
days at Carbis and have discovered that Railtrack (or whoever has the contract to mismanage the 
lines this week) have beefed up the fence considerably – be prepared to walk or climb.  Also on 
Carbis it was pointed out that with the recognised footpath leading straight to launch there is no 
need to park outside the field gates and the practice should stop for the benefit of the farmer’s 
access.  Parking is in the old Heatherbell Inn car park, towards the road and not in the resident’s 
area at the back.  Roger Full will be contacted regarding having the old sign put on a post now 
that the gate has gone. 
Gay & Paul went to Holland aerotowing & flew 3 out of 9 days.  They highly recommend it for 
tuning flying skills. 
Steve H flew 14 miles to Port Navas from St Agnes on the Bank Holiday weekend, after Patrick 
had landed. 
Incidents 
Paul H fully immersed himself in a gorse bush at Vault Bay while landing a paraglider.  He was 
exfoliated with assistance from several other pilots. 
Rumours of two halfwits exploring the practical application of Darwinian evolution by 
purchasing a sophisticated aircraft (PG) and teaching themselves to fly it.  One damaged ankle 
and one damaged spine results, quelle surprise.  Why our sport? - why not “teach yourself Lion 
taming”? 
Other business 
The Mrs Potter saga continues.  Graham has now received an email from Mark Dale (BHPA 
Technical Manager) which includes correspondence from Andrew Howard ATCO who writes on 
behalf of Lands End Airport.  Among the points in the letter Andy raises the threat of Lands End 
Airfield banning free flight from Sennen and Gwenver; the assertion is that some PG pilots are 
not phoning the airfield to obtain permission before flying within the ATZ.  Our responsible club 
members are already well aware of the requirement to phone Lands End Airfield before flying 
but to reiterate: pilots who intend to fly this site are strongly advised to follow the standing 
instruction as published, on the website in the sites guide, to phone the airfield before taking off.  
The alternative is that Andy may carry out his threat, you have been warned.  The Sec will 
contact Martyn Jones at Sennen with regard to him sounding out the landowner on having a sign 
or board with the contact instructions on it. 
Member’s forum 
Kaz thanked the members who helped her get a flight in at Perran. 
Woody wanted to know whether he would be best advised to take a flying suit for his holiday in 
Turkey or would the air temp be fine with shorts.  Nobody could be bothered to answer the smug 
git. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at twenty past nine. 


