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The opening ceremony was a slightly 
disorganised but salacious affair with a mixture 
of local “entertainment” and very good food 
and was held beside the Adriatic in the large 
resort of Opajia. A bit like Monte Carlo. 
Next day it was down to the serious bit of 
flying in what was a class field of Europe’s top 
pilots (and me). Without going through the 
tasks one by one which would bore you 
sh*tless, bearing in mind this was a two week 
comp, I will give an overall account of the 
flying and a more detailed account of the 
controversy! 

 
Rocky rigging on the Westerly take off 
Things started off pretty well with the Brits 
moving straight into Bronze place on day one 
and holding it for the majority of the comp 
despite the Swiss moving steadily closer. The 
flying itself was a mixture of Mountain “Ridge 
running” supplemented by thermalling to jump 
gaps and get to turn points and some more 
“flat land” flying as conditions improved. Speed 
was as always critical but at the same time it 
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was all too easy to go down with nearly 
everybody getting flushed at some point in the 
comp. Taking into consideration some of the 
landing options this did result in some tight 
ones and a few injuries. 
Generally conditions were not too rough 
although that didn’t stop a Frenchman 
tumbling his Combat on the first day and going 
down to land safely under his parachute from 
cloud base.   

 
Some nights were harder than others! 
By day 3 of the comp the physical stress was 
starting to show following a particularly fast 
task, where it was pretty much pull the bar in 
all the way round, and many of the 
competitors were aching, showing how unfit we 
really are.  The weather was generally good 
but not epic except for the last couple of days, 
when it’s being so caused the “problem”. The 
couple of non flying days were spent either at 
the nearby swimming spot in a little gorge by a 
disused watermill or on a trip to the coast, and 
a day on the rocky beach on an island with 
swimming in the warm Adriatic sea, which was 
noticeably salty. 
Back to the comp’, and it was in the final 
stages when things got touchy.  With a height 
limit of 2100m due to airspace restrictions, 
there were always going to be problems unless 
it was rigidly enforced. After one particular day 
when this limit was blatantly broken by most of 
the field the organisers got tough by 
announcing severe penalties for those found 
breaking it, and advised that they would be 
checking 3D GPS traces. Things were ok for a 
bit, mainly due to the lower cloud base with 
only a few pilots going “high”. However on the 
penultimate day conditions improved 
dramatically and numbers of pilots were seen 
to be “high” prior to the start. The British team 
made the decision to stick to the rules, as we 
do, and flew the task under the limit with a 

couple of minor infringements. Other pilots 
were not so honest and blatantly ignored the 
rules with heights up to 2900m being 
recorded.  Strangely the Swiss, who were seen 
to be flying high, had a good day, with several 
of their pilots making goal quickly, not 
something they are renowned for, whilst the 
Brits were noticeably slower, with some not 
making the final glide, having left at the 
2100m max whilst others higher cruised in 
with height to spare. To add insult to injury, 
comments from the Swiss pilots regarding slow 
flying Brits in the goal field didn’t help and 
things began to turn sour. 
 
That evening after much discussion as a team 
we decided to protest against the pilots 
breaking both the comp rules and air law.  
Next day there was hell up, with pilots on the 
hill refusing to fly until the outcome of the 
protest was known.  The Jury bowed to the 
pressure and announced that rather than zero 
the scores of the offending pilots they would 
cancel the previous day’s task which was 
pretty much what we hoped, so that a level 
playing field was restored for the last day 
rather than take a huge advantage from the 
removal of points. The next thing to happen 
was, as it was plain that cloud base was again 
well over the 2100m limit, how would the now 
proven unenforceable rule be enforced? Much 
discussion, no agreement, no trust, no 
sportsmanship NO TASK !!! So ended the 
competition flying. This left the Brits in Bronze 
Place behind the French and Austrians who 
took gold.  

 
Lonely Brits at the prize giving. 
With all the gliders rigged the majority of pilots 
went flying in the superb conditions and gliders 
were seen all over the area. Having had a 
super flight I chose to land at “The Pizzeria” 
beside the road where you can derig in the 
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garden whilst drinking beer, which seemed like 
a good choice. Turns out it was where the 
Swiss were based and I was soon joined by 
them. With the arrival of Gordon Rigg things 
began to kick off and despite my best 
diplomacy it all got a little pushy shovey until 
the rest of the Brits arrived as reinforcements. 
Controversy reigned, culminating at the Prize 
giving when both the French and Austrian 
Teams walked off the stage refusing to stand 
with the Brits, an act of both unsportsmanlike 
behaviour and total disrespect for the 
organisers and local community. 

 
 
Putting the finale behind me I headed north to 
Slovenia to explore the region and hopefully 
get some flying in. basing myself at Tolmin it 
wasn’t difficult to find local flyers both hangers 
and danglers. Up the mountain over-looking 
Tolmin itself, the launch is almost British and 
good landings are all around. Unfortunately my 
first attempt was thwarted by the weather with 
rain and strong winds arriving just after 
rigging. 

“Dawn” hitches a ride in Slovenia 
So it’s off to France across the top of Italy for 
the French Nationals at Laragne where Kaz and 
numerous other Brits joined me. We had a 
good comp with excellent weather in general 
although one close shave with a thunderstorm 
kept us on our toes. The final day was 
particularly fun with a fast race around the 
course all the way to goal at speeds up to 
120kph and climbs off the clock. Laragne was 
its normal beautiful self with the road to the 
top of the mountain now fully surfaced and 
even a luxury loo on top. Always a place to be 
recommended. 

 

 
Then it was back home for four days before 
heading north to the final round of the British 
Open Series in Mid Wales, where we had the 
best flying ever known in a competition in the 
UK with four out of the five days flyable and 
tasks from 65k up to 115k in superb racing 
conditions, quite a surprise. 
 
Once again home and it was down to work 
getting the winch out and having fun teaching 
the now slightly frustrated students I had left 
behind along with the new ones that had 
signed up whilst away. That was until mid 
August when after a good day in the fields 
towing, Dawn was once again packed up and it 
was back to France, this time St Andre, for the 
British Nationals.  Again the weather played 
ball and a good week’s flying was had, with 
tasks up to 140k and many pilots making 
personal bests in the stunning scenery. Full 
report on this by Pat. 

Take off in Southern Slovenia  
My next attempt was looking good on what I 
was promised would be one of the best days of 
the year, when Dawn (the car) broke her 
clutch cable necessitating the aid of the RAC. 
Being a Sunday not a lot was going to happen 
other than my car disappear on the rear of a 
lorry. With a couple of days before they could 
get the part I managed to get a hire car and 
explored the area and went further north up 
around Bled as well as to the south. This is 
definitely some where worth visiting for flying 
with an excellent combination of sites, scenery, 
activities and reasonable costs. I will be back.  
Finally Dawn is fixed, only to develop a starting 
problem, which is ultimately solved with a 
large piece of wire.   

 
Back home at the beginning of September and 
that was the summer trips over, but what a 
summer it was. Thanks to Kaz for her support 
and patience and here’s to the next one! 
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How it all began 
 
Mark Woodhams found these photos from the 
archive on the NASA website. 
 
The Paresev (Paraglider Research Vehicle) was 
designed by Charles Richards in 1962 and was 
an indirect outgrowth of kite-parachute studies 
by NACA Langley engineer Francis M. Rogallo. 
 

 
It was unpowered, the "fuselage" an open 
framework fabricated of welded 4130 steel 
tubing referred to as a "space frame." The keel 
and leading edges of the wings were 
constructed of 2 1/2-inch diameter aluminum 
tubing. The leading edge sweep angle was held 
constant at 50 degrees by a rigid spreader bar. 
Additional wing structure fabricated of steel 
tubing ensured structural integrity. 

There was one space frame built that used four 
different wing types. 
Paresev 1 had a linen membrane, with the 
control stick coming from overhead in front of 
the pilots seat.   
Paresev 1A had a regulation control stick and a 
Dacron membrane.   
Paresev 1B had a smaller Dacron membrane 
with the space frame remaining the same. 
The first Paresev flights began with tows 
across the dry lakebed, in  1962, using a NASA 
vehicle, a International Harvester carry-all (6 
cylinder). Eventually airtows were done using 
Stearman sport biplane  (450 hp), a Piper 
Super Cub (150-180 hp), Cessna L-19 (200 hp 
Bird Dog) and a Boeing-Vertol HC-1A. Speed  

 
range of the Paresev was about 35 - 65 mph. 
One of the early test pilots was Neil Armstrong. 
The Paresev completed nearly 350 flights 
during a research program from 1962 until 
1964. 
 
 
And to think they FLEW those things! 
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Kernow Cross Country League to October 26th 2006 
 
Just as I was writing that there had been no action for the best part of two months, who should 
modestly ring with some coordinates, but the up-and-coming Pete Coad. Another good looking day 
on the tow field saw Pete alone with his GPS and road atlas of the Bristol area, safely attached to 
his person. By all accounts he had a whale of a time, and got a good XC in. Thermalling? In the last 
week of October? Whatever next? 

 
Cross Countries for October 

 
 

KHPA Cross Country League 2006 

Position Name Team Total 
1 Pete Coad Bulls 43.48 

2 Jon Trewartha Lions 41.32 

3 Tim Jones Rhinos 28.03 

4 Roger Green Bears 25.01 

5 Graham Phipps Weasels 24.9 

6 Barry Green Bears 17.32 

7 Al James Bears 9.75 
 

 
 

Date Name total (km) total (m)
24-Oct-06 Pete Coad 12.25 7.61

 
 
 

 

PC

Flights this month 

Club notices 
Club meetings 
Just recently it has been noticeable that there 
has been a steady decline in the number of 
people attending club meetings, and Chairman 
Dave, and Secretary Chris, among others, are 
very concerned about it. Club meetings used to 
be good, sociable, evenings, when pilots who 
didn’t see each other very often could have a 
pint (or a babycham) together, share tales of 
daring do, and take the p*ss out of each other. 
So what has changed? We’d like to know so we 
can do something to reverse the trend. Please 
could you give Tim any comments, criticisms 
and suggestions by post, e-mail, telephone or 
text, in strictest confidence of course, so that 
they can be addressed. Let’s see if we can 
make club meetings something to look forward 
to again! 
 

Flying sites 
Several pilots, recently qualified and old hands, 
paragliding and hang gliding, have commented 
in the past few months about the etiquette on 
sites, in particular, Perranporth. Please could 
all pilots make sure they keep the take off and 
landing areas completely clear unless they are 
preparing for imminent take off. There have 
been incidents of gliders left unattended in the 
middle of the “fairway” at Perran, making 
launching of hang gliders and paragliders very 
difficult, and making landing approaches very 
hazardous.  
And in the same vein, it’s very frustrating for 
people, especially nervous, low airtime pilots, 
wanting to launch, to have an aerobatic 
meister performing hooleys right in front of 
take off. It all comes down to common 
courtesy and respect for others… but don’t get 
me started on that one! 
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A bit blowy for paragliders

 
Mike aboard a hot ship  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

International superstar 
Some photos from a pleasant day  
at Vault Bay in September 
By Mike Connatty 

 
 Heroes and villains
Nobody gets past while
the Incredible Hulk is
on duty 
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Minutes for the meeting of the Kernow Hang gliding and Paragliding 
Association held at the Clinton Social Club on Monday 9 Oct 06 

 
Welcome Chairman Dave welcomed the 9 members attending and opened the meeting at a 
quarter past eight. 
 
Apologies  Alan Phipps, Charlie, Patrick, Little Al, Mark B (babysitting), Graham May 
(coastguard duties), Pete Coad. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting were read and signed. 
 
Matters arising  
Vault Bay – Sec’ liaison with N.T. (Sep 06) is held in abeyance TFN. 
Christmas party options were discussed to help Pete pick something with the most 
membership support. Seven members present would prefer a £25/head pre Christmas do 
while 1 member preferred a £17/head post Christmas do to tie in with the Frostbite comp’.  
That adds up to eight and as the last member present didn’t vote he must live on fresh air – 
which would make him a paraglider.  Most strongly supported was the use of £100 towards 
alcohol for the evening in some form: there was concern that some members would not 
benefit from this use of club funds by being nominated driver, abstainers or on medication 
but as they were not there to put their views the vote was unanimous. 
Club Coach Course Members who would like to attend this free (to current members) 
course should contact Graham May. 
Kernow Tow Group will meet at the Railway Arms in St Agnes on a Monday evening TBN. 
Re-energising KHPA monthly meetings It is very noticeable how attendance is dropping 
& suggestions to reverse this are requested.  Inviting speakers to give talks on safety, 
Culdrose etc was suggested. 
Big Fat Repack the Sec’ has downloaded details from the BHPA with suggestions for how 
to run one. 
 
Regular reports 
CHAPS training 
9 days training: 3 on the tow field and 6 on the hill.  5 PG hill endorsements were gained 
and 3 are part way through (1 PG & 2 HG). 
PG training 
Mark not present to report. 
Competitions 
Nothing new to report 
Club Flying 
Graham had some good free flying days on the tow field with newly qualified pilots in 
addition to his training days. 
Sec’ Chris managed to escape from the rat race for a lovely mid-week flight followed by 
lunch with his bitter half in St Agnes. 
 
Incidents 
Newly qualified PG pilot Pete L landing awkwardly at Perran Sands and broke his ankle. 
Chairman Dave reports that Glen piled in at Chapel Porth while engaged in wingovers at low 
level.  Quelle surprise.  He is fine. 
Pete Coad’s power unit fell apart, luckily while he was on the ground. 
Phil stalled in from 10ft & is OK. 
 
Other business 
Graham P has spoken with Culdrose & the Skybus operator ref his tow operation in 
particular and also our sites and flying in general.  It seems that they have no idea what 
KHPA members are doing or where KHPA members are going and this makes them sound 
well qualified to join the club.  The Sec will contact Lt Cdr “Doc” Marten” Dep SatCo RNAS 
Culdrose with a site guide and a description of our possible activities downwind of takeoff.  
The Sec’ will also suggest arranging a meeting between members and Operations staff. 
 
Member’s forum 
There being no further business the meeting closed at a quarter past nine. 
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Surname Name Home No. Mobile No. e-mail 
Abbott Mike 01736 798598 07866 170 632 make@abbottandellwood.co.uk 
Anderson Annie 01736 351858 07980 810 689 annie@exploreclimbing.com 
Ashford Alan 01208 79050 07815 901 497   
Ashton-Smith Mark 01736 351858 07980 634 965 mark@equilibriumcentre.com 
Austin Phil 01736 795915   panalba@btconnect.com 
Barter Kev   07900 046 574   
Birch Aleck 01726 890956     
Brennan Terry   07971 693 158 terrybrennan@mercuryflooring.wanadoo.co.uk 
Bull James 01752 851773 07734 294 858   
Butler Mark 0700 5980362 07971 795 559 enquiries@cornwallparagliding.co.uk 
Buxton Patrick 01872 274667 07887 841 813 pb@ukbcc.co.uk 
Callaghan Ian 01840 261718 07941 623 650  i.callaghan@virgin.net 
Claxton Andy   07812 344 697 andyclaxton@tiscali.co.uk 
Clelford Mike 01736 710376   mikeclelford@aol.com 
Coad Pete 01209 716522 07977 841 117 peter.coad.camborne@ukgateway.net 
Connatty Mike 01752 269378 07884 292 493 mconnatty@yahoo.co.uk 
Cooper Gavin 01209 219081 07885 622 357 GDC@hangies.fsnet.co.uk 
Coxon Mark   07801 370 725 markpcoxon@mail2world.com 
Crockford Peter 01326 372107 07976 721 350 sales@sailtech.co.uk 
Curtis Paul   07785 232 444   
Dodge Tom 01579 363144 07957 360 988 tomdodge@ukonline.co.uk 
Dunstan Paul 01209 217304 07979 328 169   
Eagle Nigel 01637 880546     
Easthope Geoff 01872 573308   (Honorary Member) 
Ferguson Vicki 01326 315013 07977 793 518 vicki_ferguson@hotmail.com 
Finch Mark 01736 762991   stonesreef@yahoo.co.uk 
Fordham Stephen 01179 075819 07795 566 221 stevefordham@hotmail.co.uk 
Fowler Alan       
Fowler Glen 01326 374938     
Fox Martin 01726 852190 07989 593 172   
Full Roger 01736 796140 07768 661 498 roger@ind-art.co.uk 
Gabel Hakim 01872 552457   elhakos@hotmail.com 
Geraghty David 01326 372943  07969 137 753  david@oceanblueelectrical.wanadoo.co.uk 
Gigg Nick 01726 74070  07768 713 635 nick@carnmoggas.com 
Green Barry 01208 831647     
Green Eddy   07981 453 029 eddy_green@yahoo.com 
Green Roger 01726 69687 07967 662 948   
Hawken Steve 01872 571582 07881 585 208 stephen@hawken.f9.co.uk 
Heywood Martin 01406 362099   martin-heywood@bhpa.co.uk 
Hobbins Barry 01326 318143   barry.flyer@virgin.net 
Hodgeson Rob 01548 559083 07754 543 672 rob.hodgeson@btopenworld.com 
Holmes Daniel 01579 320908   dan.holmes@mi56.freeserve.co.uk 
Holmes Tim   07812 023 576   
Howse Paul 01326 574498 07749 890 061 paul@woodenpebbles.plus.com 
James Alan   07929 132 006 alan.james200@virgin.net 
Jones Gay 01326 574498 07812 710 883   
Jones Martin 01736 871246   capstangallery@btinternet.com 
Jones Tim 01209 832234 07795482351 tjtjones@talk21.com 
Kerhoas Michel 01326 372215 07767 887834 mich.kerhoas@tiscali.co.uk 
Knight Alan 01209 831748 07810 035 254 rupertpear@hotmail.com 
Koller Graham 01452 502599 07814 133 536 graham.koller@btinternet.com 
Laniado Peter 01752 257108 07916 162 848 planiado@yahoo.co.uk 
Lira Manuel   07866 367 310   
Margetts Paula 01726 74070   nick@carnmoggas.com 
Marking Ron 01209 213254   (Honorary Member) 
May Graham 01209 843380 07989 231 386 magic.graham@btinternet.com 
Mickleburgh Raymond      01872 863006 07773 027 263 rammellingey@tiscali.co.uk 
Nancarrow Dave 01872 573835 07974 363 307 davidnancarrow@hotmail.com 
Olfield Phil 01209 719309 07737 674 806   
Phillips Stephen   07753 744 440  sjp@dv20.fsnet.co.uk 
Phipps Alan 01872 273839 07980 275 918 alan@aphid.f9.co.uk 
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Phipps Graham 01208 842877 07785 593 559 graham@flychaps.force9.co.uk 
Pittman Neville 01736 330412 07919 034 652 nevpittman@yahoo.co.uk 
Puckey Barry 01503 265934     
Rainey Graham   07967 742 268   
Reynolds Brian 01209 210174 07773 080 906 brianreynolds3@btinternet.com 
Richards Mike       
Rose Stephen 01208 814989 07968 585 281 lynda.rose@binternet.com 
Scott Martin 01872 572456     
Smith Chris 01752 851696 07855 512 309   
Stevens Dave   07772 549 076 soapy@sprite-motorcycles.co.uk  
Squibbs Christiane 01884 820836 07971 287 958 chrissquibbs@aol.com 
Summers Wanda 01736 762991 07919 613 361 wanda_off@yahoo.co.uk 
Sweeney Karl 01752 851818 07899 075 033 karl@sweeney01.fsnet.co.uk 
Treneer Roger 01736 368407 07813 098 483   
Trewartha Jon 01736 757771 07780 997 650 flyingwiz.flyingwiz@virgin.net 
Trollope Alec 01637 881378 07830 330 476 alectroll@hotmail.com 
Vercesi Ron 01736 361555 07782 132 691 ron.vercesi@btconnect.com 
Whitelaw Phil 01326 564369 07879 416 308 PhilWhitelaw@hotmail.com 
Whitmarsh Richard 01872 520647   whitters777@hotmail.com 
Whittaker Chris 01209 860401 07977 250 225 chrisswhittaker@hotmail.com 
Williams Thomas 01503 240556 07790 530 378 selling_air@hotmail.com 
Wood Jeffery 01736 793298 07748 813 58   
Wood Mike 01752 204987 07881 595 668 mikewood69@blueyonder.co.uk 
Woodhams Mark 01326 378555   both@marksteff.f9.co.uk 
Woollams John 01637 879281   sylven22@hotmail.com 
Zahara Charlie 01872 222945 07795 273374 carmzahra@aol.com 
Zars Dzintars   07773 395 598 dzintarsz@hotmail.com 
 
 

*If your details have changed, or you wish you include your details to fill in 
the gaps!  
Please contact: Paul Howse 01326 574498 / 07749 890 061 
 
 

I M P O R T A N T  N U M B E R S :  II MM PP OO RR TT AA NN TT   NN UU MM BB EE RR SS ::
 
Perranporth Airfield      01872 552266 
 
Highcliffe (Mr Crocker)      01840 230418 
 
RNAS Culdrose        01326 574121 
 
Lands End Aerodrome Control Tower    01736 788944 
 
Penzance Heliport       01736 364296 
 
Military Freephone for midweek flying    0800 51 55 44  
 
Red Arrows, Royal Flights and TRA’s   0500 35 48 02 
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