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There came a day that caught the summer 
Wrung its neck 
Plucked it 
And ate it. 
(Ted Hughes)

September has been a watershed. While we 
were up near 20 degrees in late August, now 

we are seeing daytime temperatures drop below 
10 degrees with some biting cold Arctic air masses. 
While it was still light at 8.30pm,  the sun is now 
setting at 6.30 pm. Relatively stable high pressure 
systems have been overtaken by wave after wave 
of wet low pressure fronts. And the land thermals 
are shutting down. And I was supposed to have 
been writing this in Turkey!

But the sea thermals are becoming active again, 
there have some good weekends’ flying, and 
we’re still getting some warm tropical southerlies 
moving through. Look out for the end of this week 
when temperatures should go up to 18 degrees 
Celsius. This air comes straight from the Sahara 
so enjoy it - maybe at Kennegy (see report).

In this issue we’ve got good news for those of 
us who are keen to do towing. Phippsy will have 
tow training up and running in October for both 
hang gliders and paragliders. There’s a feature on 
sea thermals, and photos from September flying 
at Carbis Bay. Patrick has written up his team’s 
victorious trip to the Alpes Maritime in France 
where they won the Bleriot Cup. There is an 
account of one KHPA paraglider pilot’s first flying 
experiences, and to wrap up, a joke from Mike A! 
 
Mark AS

SEPT 2005
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What’s going on...

Raymond turns 80!

Mark B’s CP student Raymond will be turning 80 in 
October - hopefully the month that he will become 
a fully qualified CP paraglider pilot. Raymond was 
servicing Spitfires back on WW2 (!), and his love 
of flying and determination is an inspiration to all 
of us. Well done mate! 

Alan Phipps is flying again!

On Sunday, 2nd October, after two replacement hip 
operations and three years’ layoff, Alan flew again 
at St Agnes! No problem with his take-off and 
landing either. He was talking about his intention 
to fly again during September’s club meeting and 
true to his word he’s done it. Excellent news, and 
it will be great to see Alan on the hill this winter 
season.

Steve Hawken flies 35 km from Aggy!

Sunday 2nd October was a good day for hangies 
all round, with up to eight gliders enjoying very 
lifty conditions. Steve Hawken got away from 
the coast in sea thermals, connected with inland 
convergence streets, and flew an impressive 35 
km to Goonhilly Downs in the Lizard. On the same 
day Graham Phipps flew out to sea to within 150m 
of ‘the rock’ in sea thermals. He said he had 700 
feet to spare when getting back to the coast and 
could probably have flown over the top of the 
rock. We’re seeing the magic of sea thermals 
here, everyone take note. Sea thermals provide 
a gentle introduction to thermic flying for anyone 
who is not experienced in circling in lift. Now is the 
season to practice the art of ‘dialing out’. 

Editor’s Blurb



Tow Training now on line!!!
Phippsy reports...

Cornwall Hang Gliding & Paragliding Services 
(Chaps) now offer Tow Training (from scratch) 

and Tow Conversions for both Hang Gliding & 
Paragliding. Over the past few months Phippsy 
has been away, yes not just at competitions, 
gaining the necessary expertise at what is 
probably Britain’s most experienced tow-based 
school. Having now achieved his instructor ratings 
in both disciplines, Chaps are pleased to be able 
to offer towing not just to BHPA standards but 
incorporating the knowledge and experience 
gained over the years by his “mentors”. 

Towing offers a more controlled environment for 
teaching with the added advantages of being less 
susceptible to wind direction and strength and, 
most importantly to many, not having to walk up 
hills making the sport more easily accessible to 
a wider range of students. Both these attributes 
generally lead to pilots gaining their ratings 
quicker than by hill training.

Tow conversions are also offered for Hill qualified 
pilots enabling them to take advantage of towing 
during the non flyable hill days when towing is still 
an option and also hopefully getting them up into 
the more thermic inland skies when conditions 
permit.

For more information and details call Graham 
Phipps (Phippsy) 07785593559 or 01209842877.
Get on line now:  www.flychaps.co.uk

Tow Conversion with Jeff 
Hoer (Devon & Somerset 
Condors)
The tow conversion weekend that Manuel has 
been arranging with Jeff Hoer at Smeatharpe, 
near Honiton, Devon, has been postponed until 
a convenient weekend after the ‘Pilot revision’ 
weekend on the 22nd or 23rd of October. 

 convergence

Sea Thermals are back!
Question: Where in the UK can you fly in thermals 
and get to 1000 ft ATO and higher with XC 
potential during the winter season? 

Answer: At coastal sites when the air is cold 
and the sea is relatively warm, thus producing 
sea thermals -  in particular, at coastal sites in 
Cornwall where there is a warmer sea than on the 
east coast because of Gulf Stream. Sea thermals 
are formed because of the residual warmth in the 
sea. They should be strongest when the difference 
between sea-surface temperature and air 
temperature is greatest - i.e.  in the early morning 
or late evening (the opposite to land thermals) 
in northerly (Arctic) winds. They are usually 
very wide and very smooth and can be found a 
surprisingly long way in front of the hill over the 
sea (as Phippsy proved on Sunday 2nd October, 
flying to ‘the rock’ from Aggy). Sometimes their 
approach may be marked by a patch of whitecaps 
out to sea. There have been reports of pilots 
gaining 3000 feet above low coastal sites and 
going XC, powered by these magical thermals!

Sea thermals can be used in combination with 
both coastal ridge lift and with land thermals. In 
days gone by, Kernow hang gliders have flown 
from Perranporth to Carbis - something that 
cannot be done in the summer. This is feat that 
paragliders may take as a realistic challenge this 
winter! The best sea-thermic site in Cornwall is 
St Agnes which takes a NNW to NNE (which is 
ideal colder Arctic air). From here hangies have 
repeatedly crossed to the South coast as far as 
the Lizard, drifting over St Agnes hill at altitude 
working sea thermals and then connecting with 
inland thermals. On Sunday 2nd October, Steve 
Hawken did just this, flying 35 km to the Lizard. 
On Sept 17th, Coady went over the back at 1000 
ft plus in a sea thermal, but then lost the lift. 

Hangies have been setting the standards. 
Floppies have yet to exploit the full potential of 
sea thermals. Will any paraglider pilots fly to the 
south coast from Aggy this winter season?

 

 

Two challenges for this winter: Perranporth to 
Carbis Bay & St Agnes to the South Coast.
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September Flying 
Photos: Annie Anderson & Alan (Mark AS’s dad)

Little Al and Mark B

Sept 11th & Sept 17th, Carbis Bay
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Mark AS & his Gin machineRoger Full

Little Al

Roger Full

Big Al

Tim Jones, Coady & Phil



The Bleriot Cup Experience!
Patrick Buxton reports
 
The Bleriot Cup competition is an annual comp for 
both hang and para glider pilots, held alternately 
in France and GB. Its primary function is to be a 
friendly and ‘gentle’ introduction to international 
competition. Having offered my services I was 
selected as reserve while at the Open Series in 
SE Wales. Since I was going to Spain to fly in 
the Open Series there I decided to go regardless 
of whether I was in the team proper or not and 
therefore got all the necessary things like trans-
port and accommodation sorted before leaving the 
UK. As it happened, Mike Armstrong the captain 
decided to withdraw while in Spain thus allowing 
me to fly as a fully fledged member of the team, 
I must say I did feel good when asked if I would 
consider flying in the team – it took me at least 3 
milliseconds to make my mind up!

It was to be held around Col de Bleine in the Alpes 
Maritime, about 20km from Nice and about 20km 
from Sainte Andre les Alpes, a great flying site 
with huge potential for big exciting flights! All of 
us had been flying in the Open Series in Spain  
so we travelled across the Pyrenees, collected 
retrieve drivers and arrived at the hotel at some 
time  after midnight. 

Day 1. The wind was off for Col de Bleine so we 
drove off to St Andre. We arrived and were briefed 
for the first task, an 81km task via 4 turn points 
to goal. The conditions were great with up to 
12 up thermals in abundance up to base; about 
6000ft above take off. Not being terribly good at 
racing I decided to make sure of getting as far as 
possible by taking my time. This proved to be a 
slight error in that conditions were good enough 
to throw caution to the winds at certain points on 
the route! At the end I found myself with a few 
others on the wrong side of the ridge behind the 
goal field. It was late in the day with weakening 
thermals and ridge lift, eventually we all managed 
to squeak over the ridge and make goal. Five 
out of six made goal with Dave Shields falling 
prey to instrument failure almost as soon as he 
took off. With no vario’ or alti’ he still managed 
to make 40+ km toward goal. The French only 
managed 4 in goal – we had won the day!

Day 2. The team were feeling good and optimistic 
when we had to go to St Andre again this time 
a 99km task was set, very similar to day 1. The 
task was similar but the conditions were not so 
easy! Again there was lift aplenty but on pushing 
out into a 15kph headwind I blew it after 55km 
not topping up my height when I had the chance 
and going down just after the third turn point. As 
luck would have it there were quite a few that 
went down that day all at very similar distances. 

We increased our lead, as did the paragliders 
and between us we were building what proved 
to be an unassailable lead overall. It was at the 
second turn point that there was most action with 
about fifteen gliders hanging around in zeroes 
in what has to have been the most unpleasant 
cliff face ever – great pillars and crags all over 
the place and no real cores to stay with. It was 
like this for about a half to three quarters of 
an hour and I was getting really bored – in an 
extremely hyper sort of way - when I managed to 
stay with a small core that turned into a stonker 
of a thermal 10 up straight to base along with 
four or five other gliders, it was a great feeling! 
It was all shattered later when I went down!

Day 3. Canned due to adverse winds.

Day 4. Back to St Andre with storms brewing to 
the north of take off. They were deemed to be 
far enough away for us to fly safely to the south 
of the ridge and so a task of 74km was set with 
the goal field relatively close by. Again there 
were huge thermals, up to 14 up on my averager 
with base at about ten and a half grand. One of 
the turn points was Barrem, the same one as I 
had gone down on previously. I played it very 
differently this time but very nearly did it again, 
at the same point. Luckily I was about 200 feet 
higher and managed to squeak back onto a very 
small ridge where I minced up and down for 
about 20 minutes alternately cursing and praying 
until I started to go up gently, was joined by two 
eagles and another hang glider and proceeded 
to go straight to base at 12 up. Very nice thank 
you! Then it was straight glide of 18 km to goal 
at about mach 3 (actually 40 to 50mph). All six 
of us made goal with the French only managing 
4 in goal. Victory was ours at that point; the 
French could not have beaten us even had we not 
turned up next day and they had all six in goal!

Day 5. At last, we were to fly from Col de 
Bleine, just above the hotel. There was a bit of 
consternation initially as the winds were rather 
strong and off. The task was shortened to 47km 
in light of the wind. It got better as the day wore 
on and we all eventually took of into conditions 
that were great but only when you had made 
about a thousand feet above take off. The two 
hot shots, one French one English, both managed 
to race themselves into the ground as did one or 
two others, one missing out the last turn point 
completely much to his annoyance when he 
realised after he had landed! I eventually landed 
at goal having thought I was about fifth or sixth 
only to be told that I was actually first in goal, my 
first ever task win! Three of us in goal with none of 
the French, an emphatic win for the hang gliders.
The paragliders managed to win four out of 
five days and we won four out of four, all very 
satisfying! Overall, the conditions were good, 
the organisation somewhat lacking, the opposing 
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teams great to fly and be with, and everybody had 
a truly great time!

On a final note, the Bleriot is about taking first 
forays into international competition. It is a very 
gentle and civilised affair and a great intro to team 
flying and pushing your personal bounds. I would 
advise anyone with aspirations to competition to 
start with this particular competition.

Bleriot Cup Photo Gallery
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Landing field near St Andre

St Andre launch

Dave Shields landing with feet on the base bar! Proud to be British!

The ‘British team’ celebrating another great day!

The Brits with the prized trophy

Patrick with Bleriot Cup



A Result: Kennegy Redeemed

Back in April 2004 on a sunny, warm day in April several KHPA pilots converged at Kennegy to enjoy 
perfect conditions for this southerly site. The land owning farmer was also at Kennegy on that day 

and didn’t like what he saw (one or two field landings included), and flying was promptly banned from the 
site. Earlier this year John T.  opened talks with Mr. Peter Behrens, the farmer who also runs the Prussia 
Cove estate, and was told that limited access may be possible. This September, Mark AS followed up on 
John’s efforts with a polite visit and a follow up e-mail, and he received the following letter on the 30th 
September:
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For those who live close enough to the site this is worth celebrating because (a) S / SE sites  are in short 
supply, (b) Kennegy a good sized, dramatic coastal site, with decent take-offs and a beach for bottom 
landings, (c) the site only really accommodates small numbers so 4 is plenty, and (d) it’s rare for the site 
to be working more than once a week in any case. And from the letter you can see that the land owner 
is more reasonable than he might have turned out to be.

The land owner also requested that we do not publicise the site as an official club site on our site guide, 
and he doesn’t want to see any motorized flying machines at the site due to the noise. 

Dear Mr Ashton Smith 

Thank you for dropping in and for your message. 

We don’t mind your hang gliding from above Kenneggy beach beside the ruined house, but under the 
following conditions: 

1) No cycling down the path from the end of the lane where cars park and no leaving of bicycles from 
the taking off/landing area.
 2) A maximum of four in any one expedition* and nobody apart from those actually gliding to 
accompany those gliding, including friends and family and no dogs allowed 
3) Not on a Sunday and no more than once between Monday and Saturday 
4) Landing in fields in an emergancy only 

This is on an experimental basis only for six months from the date the above conditions are signed and 
returned by you or your representative. Thereafter we will review the situation. Can you get a version of 
this typed up with: 
I agree on behalf of etc...to abide by...etc. 
signed... 

* is that a reasonable number? 

Yours sincerely 
Peter Behrens

Kennegy Beach looking West Kennegy Beach looking East  



Kennegy Sands: Unofficial Site Guide 

Wind direction: S-SE (Tropical airmass). Access: KHPA members and guests only. Pilot level: CP plus 20 
hours plus local knowledge. O.S. Reference: SW 561 284. Nearest towns: Penzance & Helston. The site 
is off the Penzance Helston A road (A394). Proposed site officers: John Trewartha & Mark Ashton Smith.  

There are two obvious take off / top landing areas. The first is the flat clearing next to the old mine shaft. 
The area is quite tight and in stronger conditions one or two unlucky pilots have been pulled into the mine 
shaft opening! Also, in a SE’ly there can be minor rotor on the edge of this take-off platform. Hence the 
20 hours and local knowlege. Hang gliders would find taking off and landing here challenging. Behind this 
take-off there is a slope. It is also possible to take off from the level ground on top of this, where there 
is more room for error. This would be the preference for hang gliders. There is a beach at this site, which 
allows for bottom landing but at high tide - when you can’t see the beach - there is not enough beach to 
land  on. The beach is accessed by the path which involves using a thick knotted rope for the last 10 or 
20 feet that is more steep. Getting back up this with a paraglider on your back (let alone a hang glider) is 
a slog. According to the land owner, landing in the fields is allowed provided it is an ‘emergency’ (which 
it so often could be). This might be especially helpful for hang gliders who want to check out the site.
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The site is accessed by 
taking the small road 
signed ‘Kennegy Cove’  (in 
blue) off the A394. Drive 
past the farm buildings 
to the three gates at the 
end. Please ensure that 
you do not park in front 
of any of the gates but 
back from them on the 
verge. Take the footpath 
to the beach. The path 
takes you to the clearing 
next to the old mine shaft 
which is one of the take-
off areas.



Mark: Annie’s first experience of getting airborn 
was in the United Arab Emirates out in a desert in 
1999.  Neither of us could fly. I had got a second 
hand Falhawk and had a cunning plan. I tied a 
climbing rope between my harness and our x4 
wheel drive and told Annie to accelerate while I 
started running. My fate wasn’t to die that day as 
the wind switched into a tailwind at this moment 
and I was completely knackered from the running 
before I had a chance to take off. The wind had 
now picked up and I didn’t want to be greedy so 
Annie had a go with my large wing while I tried 
to cool down. We tied the 20 foot rope from the 
parked car to her harness and I assured her it 
would be OK if she faced into wind. Next thing I 
know she had been plucked up into the air and 
was being whipped around at 20 feet, the rope 
taught, and totally at the mercy of the blustery 
desert wind. She was screaming and my jaw 
dropped in disbelief. The keyring karabiner that 
connected the rope to her harness was – lucky for 
us – a weak link. After some breathless moments 
it broke under the strain and Annie came hurtling 
down to earth with a glancing blow, grazed but 
with nothing broken. She gave me a dirty look I 
won’t forget.  We now both knew that the love of 
flying can make you lose your mind. 

Annie:  In August 2000 we went to Manali in 
North India where we did our first paragliding 
course in the Himalayas. I kept a diary:

[On the bus ride up to North]: We are the only 
Westerners in sight. We manage to get on the 
bus with our huge rucksacks and find a seat. A 
lot of the Indian people look right at us and don’t 
turn away when you look back at them. The bus 
ride is interesting beyond belief. …. We constantly 
seem to have near misses with the traffic coming 
in the opposite direction and miss people that we 
overtake by inches. I constantly reassure myself 
that the driver knows what he’s doing as he has 
been doing it for years and this helps. As we 
drive on the scenery becomes more and more 
spectacular. We pass through the Kangra Valley 
– mountains, rivers, dense green, old trees, so 
much life and beauty. …Next thing we experience 
is that we are scraping into another big bus as this 
time they forgot to leave the few inches between 
each other. The windows of the Tourist Bus are 
shattering and we can see some very worried 
looks of ladies sitting by the windows. Most 
people get out of the bus to have a look. There is 
no passing of papers between the bus drivers and 
they both jump back into their seats and drive on 
with a final scrape.

Sunday 6th. Manali to our surprise is completely 
different to where we have come from - it is much 

more upper class and cleaner. There are proper 
buildings instead of shacks. We notice there are 
more Tibetan people. We look around and see 
a restaurant (Chopsticks) full of Westerners and 
head straight for it. We see a sign for paragliding 
courses that you can arrange in Himalayan Quest 
Adventures above the restaurant and Mark wants 
to inquire as soon as we finish our meal. He is 
keen. I am nervous!

Monday 7th. The next morning after a noisy night 
of Indian music, voices and various other sounds, 
we pack our bags and head off to find another 
hotel. On the way we arrange the paragliding 
course. We are to meet a guy called Buddhi up at 
the paragliding field in Solang Nullah. Solong is 
10 km from Manali further up into the Himalayan 
mountains.

Tuesday 8th. Today we have our first paragliding 
lesson and we are up at 7.00am. We walk down 
into Manali to catch the 8am bus. We are a little 
early so we decide to get a taxi up to Solang 
Nullah. We ask the taxi driver how much it will 
cost and he tells us it will be 30 and we say 25 he 
says OK and we jump into the back of the taxi. It 
takes us around 20 minutes of driving up hill and 
round bends, through little villages, and then we 
come to the end of the road and the paragliding 
field. The taxi driver now decides that he said 250 
rupees and we say no way. Mark gives him 100 
rupees. We find out later that he actually lost out 
and he was charging us the correct amount!

We head towards a building where there are 
Sadus [holy men] sitting outside and ask where 
the paragliding is and they point across the field 
to a small hut. Budhi arrives at 9.30 with Nino his 
friend who is also a paragliding instructor. We are 
given a paraglider each and we climb a little way 
up the slope. 

Nino and Budhi show us how to unpack the 
paraglider and set it up ready to fly. There seem 
to be lines going everywhere but once you are 
shown how to set them up ready to attach the 
harness to the paraglider it seems a lot clearer. 
I put my harness and helmet on and am shown 
how to attach myself to the lines correctly. The B 
risers go over my forearms I hold onto the brake 
handles and also the A risers which will enable me 
to pull the paraglider up into the air. The harness 
has a nice padded bottom that also makes you 
waddle when you walk. We practise running down 
the hill and pulling the glider up above our heads 
so that it is basically flying like a kite above our 
heads. When it is above our heads we have to use 
the brakes to keep it up there and then we keep 
on running down the hill. We are told to keep our 
hands up above our heads so that we are holding 
onto the brakes but not pulling on them. If you 
find yourself going towards the left you pull on 
the right brake to turn (simple instructions!). We 
practice for over four hours, basically until we 
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First Flights: Annie Anderson 
get’s airborn.



become too tired to run down the hill and then 
gather our paragliders up again to walk back up. I 
am lifted off the ground a couple of times which is 
very exciting but also very scary as I am not quite 
sure of what to do, I don’t go more than 2 meters 
up above the ground. I think to myself that I don’t 
want to fly too high until I know what to do. I 
learnt today that when you actually get airborne 
you must not pull on the brakes as this will take 
you up higher, you just straighten your arms out 
so that there is no restriction on the brakes and 
you are just gliding down in the wind!. As we 
practice running down the hill and occasionally 
becoming airborne, Buddhi shouts instructions to 
us. We have to sit down and wait for a good wind 
that is coming straight at us up the hill.  The way 
that Budhi finds the correct time to go is to pick 
some grass and then let it fall to the ground from 
his hand and see which way it is falling, it is no 
good if there is a cross wind. 

While we are practicing techniques many 
paraglider pilots are taking tourists for tandem 
rides from the top of a steep slope. It’s fantastic to 
watch them. They sweep down the mountain like 
birds and make an amazing sound as the wind hits 
the canopy. Later on we see the paragliders have 
launched themselves from much higher up the 
mountain and are gliding around in 360 degree 
turns in the thermals way above. There are golden 
eagles who are also doing the same, they look 
peaceful and silent up above in the blue sky.

Mark and I say ‘thanks’ to Buddhi and then decide 
to walk the 12km back to Manali as the bus will 
not arrive for another 2 hours.

Mark: We did get our first proper top to bottoms 
on that course. I think the whole 5 days cost 5000 
rupees or £60 each. Memorable moments over 
the four day course for me were: flying my glider 
into some ski lift cables, one of the instructors 
smoking weed and taking a shot of whisky before 
starting his lesson, shouting with the instructors 
up to Annie not to pull on the A-risers as she 
flew overhead, watching a tandem pilot with a 
woman in a sari crash into the side of a hill above 
us when we were training, and checking out the 
instructors doing waga down the hill on knackered 
old wings.   

 

Annie’s first top to bottom in the Indian Himalayas!
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Mark AS with the Manali instructors 



Events & Ads
Pilot Revision Lectures

Jeff Hoer will be holding a day of lectures in 
preparation for the paraglider Pilot exam up at the 
Condor’s lair near Exeter this month. The most 
likely date is either the 22nd or 23rd October. The 
lectures are free and will be very useful for pin-
pointing what exactly needs to be known for the 
challenging Pilot exam. Provided that the exam 
is pre-booked through Mark Butler, students will 
have the option of taking the Pilot exam after the 
lectures. (A Pilot rating is required to participate 
in the UK Cross Country League.) Before the 
exam can be taken, the Pilot tasks (including a 
50% asymmetric defl ation!) have to be completed 
and signed off by Mark. Note that going to these 
lectures in no way commits you to becoming Pilot 
qualifi ed; they may be of interest to pilots who 
simply want to broaden their knowledge. Please 
contact Mark Butler (07971 795 559) if you want 
to come along.

Firebird Demos

Mark B. has a couple of demo paragliders for us. A 
DHV 1-2 Firebird Spider (Small - up to 85 kg), and 
a DHV2 Firebird Eagle (Medium - up to 100 kg). 
The Eagle is the fi rst one in the country! We saw 
Mark in action at the Blorenge on a Spider during 
the BCC and besides looking good it was obviously 
a great XC machine. 

Flight Suit for Sale

Annie Anderson has a Pakistan-made ‘Spiky 
Sports’ fl ight suit for sale at the bargain price of 
£60 (see picture below). She ordered an ‘Extra 
Small’ and ended up with something closer to a 
large. Mark AS ordered a ‘Large’ and ended up 
with something designed for a giant at least 7 feet 
tall. He has sent it back to Pakistan to be replaced 
by a ‘Small’ that will hopefully fi t him. 
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Two Irish men walk into a pet shop. Right away 
they go over to the bird section. Gerry says to 
Paddy, “Dat’s dem!” The clerk comes over and 
asks if he can help them. “Yeah, we’ll take four of 
dem dere birds in dat cage dere,” says Gerry, “Put 
dem in a peeper bag.” The clerk does and the two 
guys pay for the birds and leave the shop. They 
get into Gerry’s van and drive until they are high 
up in the hills and stop at the top of a cliff with 
a 500-foot drop. “Dis looks loike a grand place, 
eh?” says Gerry. “Oh, yeh,dis looks good,” replies 
Paddy. They fl ip a coin and Gerry wins the toss. “I 
guess I git to go fi rst, eh Paddy?” says Gerry. He 
then takes two birds out of the bag, places them 
on his shoulders and jumps off the cliff. Paddy 
watches as his mate drops off the edge and goes 
straight down for a few seconds followed by a 
‘SPLAT’. As Paddy looks over the edge of the cliff 
he shakes his head and says, “Fock dat, dis budgie 
jumpin’ is too fockin’ dangerous for me” 

======= PART TWO ======= 

A minute later, Seamus arrives. He too has been 
to the pet shop and he, walks up carrying the 
familiar peeper bag. He pulls a parrot out of the 
bag, and then Paddy notices that, in his other 
hand, Seamus is carrying a gun. “Hi, Paddy. 
Watch this,” Seamus says and launches himself 
over the edge of the cliff. Paddy watches as half 
way down, Seamus takes the gun and blows the 
parrot’s head off. Seamus continues to plummet 
until there is a SPLAT!, as he joins Gerry’s remains 
at the bottom. Paddy shakes his head and says, 
“An’ oim never troyin’ dat parrotshooting nider” 

======- PART THREE ======= 

A few minutes after Seamus splats himself Sean 
strolls up. He too has been to the pet shop and 
he walks up carrying the familiar ‘peeper bag’. 
Instead of a parrot he pulls a chicken out of the 
bag, and launches himself off the cliff with the 
usual result. Once more Paddy shakes his head - 
“Fock me Sean, fi rst der was Gerry with his budgie 
jumping, den Seamus parrot shooting and now 
you... fockin’ hen gliding”. 

Gerry, Paddy, Seamus & Sean
Mike Abbott
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MINUTES OF THE  SEPTEMBER MEETING OF THE
KERNOW HANG GLIDING & PARAGLIDING ASSOCIATION

AT THE CLINTON SOCIAL CLUB ON 12TH SEPTEMBER 2005.

Chairman Dave opened the meeting at twenty past eight with twenty four members present

Apologies for Absence were received from Daisy & Charlie

Minutes of the April Meeting were read, approved and signed 

Matters Arising. There were no matters arising

Training. Graham is pretty sure that he has been out and Mark hasn’t done a great deal.

Competitions.
Graham and Patrick went to compete in Lumbier Spain.  Five tasks were flown with the longest at 
103km.
Graham travelled to Yorkshire over the August Bank Holiday for the last round of the British Open 
series.  Two days were tasked and included a spot landing comp’.  Graham had a good first day, which 
was enough to make him British Open Champion for 2005 and carry home the trophy.
Patrick went from Spain to France to join the G.B. team in the Bleriot Cup.  The French were well 
beaten with 4 of 5 days flown H.G. and 3 of 5 days P.G.

Club Flying.
Brian went to S.E. Spain for three weeks and got 9 hours free flying and 7 1⁄2 hours paramotoring in.
Winch launching has been tried & Graham hopes to have good news for both disciplines in about 2 
weeks.

Chairman Dave flew Whitesands. Carbis was a good day for Hangers on the 11 Sep where Woody has 
also had some good flights.

Incidents. 
Clive Olly crashed at Perran after 20 minutes soaring.  Opinions vary as to the possible cause.
Woody had a scare with a bull at Carbis.  No report on what the bull was flying.

Other Business.
Congrats to Mark A.S. for the taking over of the bulletin.
The B.B.Q. was considered to be a success.
The Annual Dinner.  Opinions were asked for on an upper acceptable limit for cost.  Where feelings 
were expressed the limit was placed at £20 all in, with an allowance for the entertainment in that price.
Roger suggested signage at Carbis Bay to emphasise the most important of the farmers concerns.

Members Forum. 
Nigel warned about the hazard at Vault Bay from cowpats making things slippy.
Treasurer Paul is going to email non-members who receive the monthly bulletin that they should join or 
get the bulletin elsewhere.  Alan P suggested putting the bulletin up on the web site again.
Patrick recommended the Bleriot Cup for up and coming competition pilots of both disciplines.
John Atkinson is ill in Treliske & our thoughts are with him for a full recovery.  A card will be sent.
Martin from SE Wales says hello.
Potential member Nigel introduced himself.
Mark A.S. is still looking for his lost yellow wind meter.
Mark may have time to update the web site if Paddy can be contacted for the details.
Annie wants to know if anybody is interested in an intensive one day first aid course at £60/head.
John T is arranging a holiday in Turkey at the beginning of Oct for 1 or 2 weeks at approx £150/head 
inc accomm.  Contact John if you’re interested.Mi
Mark B reminded PG pilots who are interested that the pilot exam revision day is in Honiton on the 2nd 
weekend in October with Jeff Hoare.

There being no further business the meeting was closed at half past nine.


