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February has seen a few 
good days’ flying but 
like most Februarys it has 
been windy, rainy and var-
iable, keeping us mostly 
grounded. Still, one or two 
good sea thermic days 

were made the best of - with some inland XC-
ing among hangies at High Cliff standing out.

Because we’re moving into early Spring, this 
month’s Bulletin issue has more of a focus on sea 
thermal flying - hopefully useful for those who 
are interested in practicing this type of unique 
coastal flying. As Graham says, coastal sea ther-
mals are one of the best (and safest) introduc-
tions to thermal flying - they are smooth and 
mellow, not rough, and staying with them often 
requires a higher level of sensitivity and concen-
tration level than you’d need for booming inland 
or mountain summer thermals.

They frequently take you up to over 700 ft above 
the hill and give you a lot of height to play with. 
You can enjoy the company of flying with oth-
ers at a height where the sky seems to open up 
more and come alive. The views are spectacular. 
And you can decide whether you want to prac-
tice wing-overs, circle inland for an ‘over the 
back’, push out far over the sea or cruise along 
the coast where at a more typical 100-300 ft you 
might not even consider it. 

These thermals are really special - and we’re 
lucky to be in Cornwall at this time of year to 
enjoy them. 

In following Bulletin issues we can feature any 
other theme that is of interest - introduction to 
paramotors, forecasting conditions, developing 
active flying skills, vol biv PG flying, mountain fly-
ing and holiday destinations, mini-wings, speed 
wings - anything at all where there’s an interest 
for developing our skills and knowledge, or in-
spiring us to get the most from our flying.

But this month we’ve got a sea thermal XC write-
up by Dave and a sea thermal feature article.

Mark

Tim Jones flying in company in sea thermals
(Photo Graham Phipps)



Chairman’s Chat
Well here we are two 
months in and still hang-
ing in there. Despite the 
weather and lack of flying 
for most quite a lot has 
been going on behind the 
scenes for the KHPA.

As a follow on from last meetings “Monthly mat-
ter” there is some guidance on how to give a site 
briefing, should you need to.  Steve D managed 
to get a coaches meeting sorted which proved 
very positive and will surely bear fruit. Tim J and 
Mark A-S have spent many hours refining the 
KHPA XC league and have finally got us sorted, 
all we need now is the flying. It looks like the Par-
achute repack is pretty much sorted. Good work.

Fortunately for me there appears to be a nucleous 
of members who have a refreshing, or possibly 
a refreshed, enthusiasm to get a variety of mat-
ters moving within the club covering a range of 
ideas with hopefully something of beniefit for all.  
If you have any ideas or plans you wish to add 
please get in touch and lets see where they take 
us.

The possibility of new sites continues with mem-
bers exploring various avenues which is much 
appreciated. We have a wealth of knowledge on 
dealing with site owners and ways to approach 
them along with making agreements which are 
not unecessarily onerous on us so, if you have

any ideas or plans you wish to add please get in 
touch and lets see where they take us.

The possibility of new sites continues with mem-
bers exploring various avenues which is much 
appreciated. We have a wealth of knowledge on 
dealing with site owners and ways to approach 
them along with making agreements which are 
not unecessarily onerous on us so, if you have 
somewhere in mind it is always a good idea to 
have a chat first .

As mentioned last month Social media continues 
to affect us in many ways (including positively) 
and I would ask all members to please consider 
carefully what they post. Not only may it be ad-
verse to the club particularly regarding sites but 
it may encourage others to do things that may 
be unwise.  Anyone fancy writing and article on 
this ?? 

As I write this it is the last day of winter so guess 
by the time you read it it will be Spring.  A change 
in the weather will no doubt see us hitting the 
hills and with a bit of luck giving the XC manag-
ers something to do. But it’s not all about XC, so 
just get out there and enjoy :)

The next meetings Agenda will be out soon so if 
you have anything you would like added specifi-
cally let me know.

All the best,

Phippsy

Coaches’ Corner
‘Fancy doing a coaches 
course?’ Coadie said to 
me one day as we sat on 
the hill. 

‘Naah I’ve only been flying
for a few years, what have

I got to offer anyone?’ was my answer. 

His reply surprised me: ‘To be honest Steve its 
not all about what you know, its about your atti-
tude, your love of the sport and the your ability 
just to talk to people and besides you’ll get loads 
of good advice and knowledge out of it as well.’

I went with some preconceived ideas, you know 
the usual thing, that we all sit around in a cir-
cle introduce ourselves and declare that we have 
abstained for 6 weeks...or was that another 
course?? and the thought that the minute they 
asked me to cross an imaginary river with three 
planks a bucket and lump of Blue-tac I was off.

But I’m pleased to say it was nothing like that. 
The course content was superb and I would high-
ly recommend it. I didn’t know what to expect 
to be honest, front loading with facts and fig-
ures? Or death by Power Point presentation? We 
got none of these, but received a well-balanced, 
well presented, informative two days. The course 
covered a whole range of topics; from the Club



Coaching Framework, site and task briefings, to 
pilot psychology, pilot problems, problem pilots 
and incident management.

The course is about promoting awareness, and 
developing the knowledge and skills with which 
to pass that information on, so that newly qual-
ified pilots can be coached in the next stages of 
their flying career.  

Personally it gave me the confidence to try a 
whole raft of different flying options, from gain-
ing my Tandem rating, to flinging my Mini wing 
around the dunes and following the BOS compe-
tition boys and girls to Yorkshire and Wales for a 
bit of XC training.

I’d also like to think I’ve had a hand in ‘helping’ 
some other pilots along the way...ask Bunty ;0)

Did I also mention that we had Buffet and Beer 
night in the local pub on the Saturday night of 
the course??

We have a coaching course provisionally booked 
for November, but this will only run if we have 
enough numbers. We need 18 minimum, 26 max 
and have already interest from our neighbours in 
Devon. The benefit of hosting it of course is that 
our members get priority for the places. I’ll have 
a better idea of the final price when we source a 
venue, but the BHPA charge £30.00 per person 
(existing coaches £20) venue cost and any food/
evening entertainment we want will be extra but 
I’m hoping to keep it at £40.00 per person or less.

Let me know if your interested at the next meet-
ing please, or by Email (thedredgies@tiscali.
co.uk). Whatsapp, Telegram or just give me a call 
(07772 192111).

Go high Go long

Dredgie

Coadie in his natural suroundings coaching Graham Austin on 
top of the Blorenge on one of our xc training weekends ...either 
that or he was boasting about the length of his speed probe!!!

Site briefings in Algo..and what a site. Local coaches are also in-
valuable when it comes to some of our more senastive sites such 
as High Cliff. There to help, liase and share some fantastic flying.



Kernow Leagues 

There has already been a fair bit of activity in the 
Kernow Leagues (HG and PG) this year - a really 
motivating start to the year for XC. The updat-
ed rules for 2017’s Kernow XC Leagues can be 
found at the back of this issue of the Bulletin. 

XC Coordinator Tim Jones will be going over the 
rules in the next club meeting, and answering 
questions.

Sea thermal coastal flying is where it all kicks off 
for XC at this time of the year in Cornwall, and 
on  the 5th of February, forecast to be cold and 
unstable, there was some nice XCs flown at High 
Cliff. Dave Dewhurst has done a write-up of his

flight for this issue. Dave and Phippsy both took 
a similar line and landed out close in distance, 
even though they didn’t fly together - both over 
13 km. With the x2 thermal flight multiplier, Dave 
scored 27.3 for his flight, while Graham scored 
26.4.  Well done Dave! In the spirit of the Ker-
now League, Chris submitted his Out and Return 
flight too, getting himself up on the League Ta-
ble. The League Table with maps & tracks can be 
found at the Kernow XC website here.

 UK XC Leagues
If you want to see useful statistics from your track-
logs and participate in the UK leagues where you 
will learn how to use flight planning, turnpoint 
cylinders and so on - check these leagues out.

The UK XC League (www.xcleague.com) is the 
national league for paraglider pilots. It is £5 to 
register. So far this year there have been some 
impressive UK XCs already - as seen in the League 
Table here, including a sea thermal starting flight 
from Woolacombe over 90 km, and an inland XC 
from Selsley over 100 km. Note that South Dev-
on’s Darren Shepherd is third in the League at 
this point, and all his flights are Out and Return 
coastal ridge runs - not inland XCs.

For HG flights, the main national league is the 
UKNXCL (www.uknxcl.co.uk). Graham has already 
registered a couple of flights on this UK league. 

We can set up KHPA club leagues for both paras 
and hangies on the UK XC League site, but for 
any flight to qualify it must be at least 10 km - ei-
ther open distance or a ridge run (open distance 
or out and return).

There is freedom waiting for you,
On the breezes of the sky,

And you ask, “What if I fall?”
Oh, but my darling,

What if you fly?

- Erin Hanson
(submitted by Daisy)

We are always looking to exceed ourselves,
To go beyond our boundaries,

Because every fulfilling challenge,
Opens the door,

To even greater fulfilment,
This is what keeps us thriving,
And hungry for the unknown,
Whether it is for a new route

Awaiting its conquest,
Or a personal best

Feeding our ambition,
We want to acheive more,
And we will do it together.

- Mentor 5 advert 
(submitted by Mark A. Smith)

http://www.kernowxc.com/kernow-xc-league/
https://www.xcleague.com/xc/index.php
https://www.xcleague.com/xc/leagues/view-1.html
https://www.xcleague.com/xc/leagues/view-1.html
www.uknxcl.co.uk


Chilly February High Cliff XC
 A chilly February Sunday morning, a nice 25 MPH 
NW-NNW forecast, a slowly clearing sky and an 
unusually excited telephone bouncing about the 
table with texts and emails and facebook mes-
sages from both Kernow and Devon pilots. Even 
Graham Phipps is on his way to High Cliff - it 
MUST be flyable! 

I arrived just in time to see Phippsy take off 
from the upper launch into a fairly mellow NNW 
breeze, closely followed by Wyn Davies from the 
lower, more gorsey launch.

I quickly got rigged and helped Chris Holmes 
find some tape to fix up his broken outer wing 
batten and after a bit of faffing around with my 
radio (I had a faulty microphone) Sam Jeyes, Jon-
athan and I wrestled our gliders down the steep 
gorse bank to the lower take off as conditions 
had picked up by now and the upper launch 
is said to be too turbulent in a stronger wind. 
Sam took off next and I grimaced as I watched 
his glider battered upward and off to the side by 
the strong lift. Sam’s lightening reactions quick-
ly set his glider on track and up he went, flying 
high over the epic craggy cliffscape. I was next 
off, more alert and ready than ever after watch-
ing Sam’s take off and despite my nervousness 
I managed a super smooth wings level launch 
and rocketed upwards (and slightly backwards) 
at tremendous speed!

Plenty of sea thermals passed through although 
most of them felt small and were hard to stick 
with. Soon enough though, I was watching Sam 
and Phippsy climbing high over the cliffs and off 
they circled in a steady 2-up. 

 
I soon got myself up to 1100 ft ATO but just found 
it too difficult to break from the comfort of the

ridge, especially when glancing downwind to 
see dozens of wind turbines scattered across the 
landscape, whirring quickly, mocking me from 
afar, and the great big brown mound of Bodmin 
moor frightening me even more.

I decided to creep west along the cliffs to put the 
moors slightly off of downwind and as I did so 
I began climbing nicely - heading straight for a 
big dark cloud. I set course for the blackest part 
which had a noticeable dome underneath where 
I thought I might find the most amount of lift. 
A few spots of rain came down on my way over 
and up I went, in a nice wide area of deliciously 
consistent lift. Circling back over take off I had 
now reached 1300 ft ATO and, still climbing nice-
ly I thought “I really have no choice but to go 
with this.” 

This being only my 2nd XC, my heart was thump-
ing as I drifted back into the unknown and up to 
cloudbase at 1600 ft.

What a scary place to be, under that dark gigan-
tic mass of gloom wisping down its half invisi-
ble tentacles, threatening to suck me up at any 
moment. But making my way to the edge of the 
cloud and feeling more relaxed about the safety 
that all that height offers and I was off on my 
merry way, high above the Davidstow wind tur-
bines and the big electricity pylons.



Over Wilesy woods, all the way easily maintain-
ing 1600ft.

“What a great choice of cloud” I thought as I 
caught a glimpse of the sea on the south coast 
and thought “I may make the other coast with 
this beauty!” Well, that’s the second time I’ve 
made that mistake now, (I did the same in Spain 
on my first XC) and this distraction along with 
chatting to the others on the radio was enough 
to make me loose track of the lift and soon I was 
sinking quickly. My next mistake was panicking 
and making the decision to whiz off downwind 
just to get as far as I could with the height I had. 
Down down down, sink all the way!

Also to stick with what I’ve got and take my time 
searching for and reconnecting with the lift rath-
er than just scooting off downwind as quickly as 
possible!

Not bad though! I’d already flown over Sam who 
had to land just short of the woods and now it 
looked as if I might make it past Phippsy too! 
Working out where all the powerlines lay by 
picking out the posts and visualising where the 
wires must be had me too busy to take note of 
where the roads were and I began my approach 
into the biggest field I could see, which also hap-
pened to be the muddiest and furthest from ac-
cess! 

Oh well, safety first!

“Wellies were definitely a good choice of foot-
wear today after all that rain” I thought to myself 
as I trudged my way through the farm and onto 
the lane where Sam picked me up.

Back to the cars for tea and ginger biscuits - 
What a quality day - all of us flew, 3 out of 6 went 
XC. Epic flight! Totally hooked on cross country 
now!  Well happy with my choice of cloud and 
being able to break free from the ridge but if I’ve 
learned anything I think perhaps it would be to 
concentrate more on the moment rather than on 
the sea all those miles away!

Dave Dewhurst

More February Flying
 
On Feb 8th, the RASP forecast was good for sea 
thermal flying at Morvah, and Mark Smith woke 
at 5.30am to get airborn. (Sea thermals are gen-
erally better at dawn, when the  land cold from 
the night before but the sea remains warm). He 
gained 650ft above take-off very quickly - Mor-
vah is a real sea thermal pump along that coast 
- and flew west to Portheras Cove and then east 
over Bosigran, Porthmeor Cove and onto Gur-
nard’s Head, not managing to find any decent 
lift there to continue along the coast to Zennor 
as Nigel Waller had done in December. 

Heading over Porthmeor Cove in booming sea thermals

Steve MC was flying at Chapel on Friday 24th, 
and Mark Smith joined him there - both enjoying



the light sea-thermic conditions that took them 
up to between 300 - 650 ft above the hill, but not 
enough for circling back over the tor that looked 
almost in reach.  Steve was doing a lot of push-
ing out far over the sea to try to find the sea 
thermals earlier and to avoid getting blown back 
over the ridge too early. Hunting, hunting...

Steve MC - a beautiful day at Chapel Porth

Sea Thermal Tutorial
 
A few days ago Rich Osbourne did a 90 km 
inland XC flight, starting with a sea thermal at 
Woolacombe beach, and he’s done a number of 
100 km + coast to coasts over the years. What’s 
his secret? This is how he figured it out:

“I tried and tried, peppering the landscape be-
hind with landing places. My efforts revealed two 
main reasons for decking it. One, flying out of 
the first thermal, which is much easier to do than 
normal. And two, not linking in with a normal 
inland thermal at the crossover point when the 
first weak, low base, short-lasting one gave out.

I went back to basics and studied the local maes-
tros, seagulls. I found a place where I could watch 
the gulls from side-on as they left the hill. Bin-
go! They revealed their secret. What I saw was 
that they flew long, flat, ovalised 360s as they 
tracked back with the thermal. When they faced 
into wind, they turned quickly, but critically, only 
when they had found the upwind edge of the

Next they drifted back to the downwind edge, 
travelling what looked too far, before facing up 
again and repeating the process. That’s when the 
penny dropped as to the shape of the thermal 
as it tracked back. Because of the fresh breeze, 
the weak thermal was laid over at a shallow an-
gle and that’s why I was flying out of the upwind 
edge so frustratingly. I realised too, that once 
you lose this thermal, you’re likely to descend at 
the same sort of angle as the thermal, thus ex-
plaining why I rarely found them again.

I couldn’t wait to try again, but though I got im-
mediate results, I still lost the lift far too easily. I 
worked out that our wings are slow to respond 
to input, and this fact was causing me to whizz 
past the edges of the thermal. The solution was 
to learn to anticipate where the edges were and 
turn within them. I was getting it now. I could re-
liably stay in the lift, but still something else was 
needed. The lift is so delicate that often just the 
physical action of turning was enough to critical-
ly unsettle the wing. So I practised turning the 
wing even flatter, even slower and with massive 
amounts of weightshift to increase efficiency.

The results were stunning.”

With sea thermals, the climb angle is typically 
much shallower and the circles are very elongat-
ed in comparison to normal inland thermalling 
– skimming back with the fast drifting thermal. 
You can see this with both Phippsy’s and Rich’s 
tracklogs of recent flights:

Because the wind is typically stronger at 
coastal sites than inland sites when you fly 



them, and because sea thermals are weaker than 
inland thermals, with sea thermals there tends to 
be a much faster ground speed – skimming along 
lower, with a weaker climb, with more elongated 
circles.

Inland hills and triggers?

Rich Osbourne relies on inland ground sources 
& triggers for his sea-thermal flights inland - like 
the towns and wind farm turbines at Woola-
combe. Here  in Cornwall, a hill behind the ridge 

can also act as triggers, provided the ther-
mal is strong enough and does not sink be-
hind the hill as often happens at St Ag-
nes. What additional heat sources and 
triggers can help release the sea-thermals? 

1. Darker cliffs, sand or rocks that heat up in the 
sun, particularly if facing the sun
2. Towns  and tree-lines etc.
 
In West Cornwall, a number of sea thermic sites 
match these crtieria (many of which are not of-
ficial sites & need landowner permission to fly).



When to go ‘over the back’?

A useful rule of thumb is that if you’ve gained 
over 200m (650 ft) ATO and are going up in a 
thermal at a 1-up, particularly if you have pushed 
out over the sea – then consider circling back to 
your hill or trigger. Phippsy’s recommendation is 
700-800 ft ATO. Here’s one example at Morvah 
where Mark Smith climbed to 700 ft over the cliff, 
committed to circling back over the tor gaining 
height all the way, then - after losing the thermal 
- pushed forward to the cliffs again, connected 
with another thermal and then circled back in 
solid lift (1.5 up) all the way to base.

Best times?

Conditions are good for sea thermalling when 
the land is cold and the sea relatively warm - ide-
ally 4 or more degrees difference - which hap-
pens most in Autumn, Winter and Spring.  

The best time for epic coastal runs is early morn-
ing – when the difference between the sea tem-
perature and the land temperature is at its great-
est as the difference between the daytime high 
and the nighttime low can be over 5 degrees. 
Get to the coastal site when the sun is just begin-
ning to  show itself, and you’ll have the best time 
of the day - providing the wind strength and di-
rection is right of course.

For booming inland XCs we want both good in-
land XC conditions (sunny, unstable, late-morn-
ing/midday) - such as you get forecasts for on 
RASP - as well as a good temperature difference 
between the sea temperature and the land tem-
perature to kick off the coastal sea thermals -  
ideally at sites with triggers like Morvah or Aggy.

February News
SW Beach Site In the Pipeline! 

Tim Oatley had this to report on 21st Feb: 

“Good news. I’ve just attended a meeting with 
the Operations team at Culdrose and they have 
given permission for HG & PG within the ATZ 
outside of normal airfield operating times. This 
means late spring to autumn evening, weekends 
and during restricted operating periods flying 
the cliffs at Helzephron and Porthleven and gives 
us a decent SW soaring site. 

Like everything in the military, an agreement 
needs to be drafted which I will sign on behalf 
of the Club and I’ll let you all know the details 
of who to contact etc once that has been done 
which should take about a week. Please don’t 
be tempted to fly there until this agreement has 
been formalised.

What we don’t yet have are any landowner 
agreements for takeoff or landing sites but a 
quick look shows several possible launch sites 
which are not within field boundaries and there 
is always the beach to land on.

I’ll be aiming to scout out the cliffs in the next 
week or so and try and engage with the local 
farmers.”

The club will see any agreement and endorse it 
before it is signed.

Aside from every other way to enjoy flying at a 
beautiful site like this, here’s a potential Out and 
Return for the Kernow League when this site is 
good to go - a nice distance.



Morvah Site Guide

Last month Chris Holmes finished the final 
touches for the club’s official site guide for the 
sea thermal powerhouse Morvah - which you 
can find in the last pages of the Bulletin.

If you go to this site on any day when there are 
sea thermals about, you can always see a gaggle 
of seagulls circling just above the take-off clear-
ing - but not further along the coast in either 
direction. Why is this? Because of the wedge-like 
wind funnel of the coastline - as you can see:

It’s exactly where those two arrows meet that we 
have our launch site, combined with the fact that 
the second biggest hill in west Cornwall (after 
Carn Brea) is a trigger just 500m behind it - sorted!  

Kernow Music Competition

Dave Campbell has posted a competition in this 
month’s Skywings open to all BHPA members. 
The prize is a year’s subscription to XC magazine.

‘Members just need to visit khpa.co.uk and 
browse through the 2015-2017 bulletins for the 
many musical references, littered throughout the 
issues. All you have to do is jot down the artist 
and song title (if there is one). Full details of how 
to enter can be found in the December 2016 bul-
letin. The competition closes on December 31st 
2017.”

French Alps Paragliding Trip 

Club Paragliding and Hang gliding trip to French 
Alps Friday 9th to Saturday 17th June 2017 at my 
chalet in the French Alps.

Price is the same as last year. Includes Local 
transport, Chalet accommodation, food and beer 
/ wine with diner (breakfast & diner – but you will 
be expected to cook/ washup one night/ break-
fast).
 
You can fly to Geneva or drive. More details see 
www.extremechalets.com  or contact me on 
07554955823 or email ben.burroughs@btinter-
net.com .
 
It is suitable for all levels of pilot from first flights 
to XC. We did some great XC flights last year - 
100KMs. Lower airtime pilots flew the valley and 
did some great flying round the valley.
 
I will be arranging ex French team guides for XC 
days at small extra cost shared between partici-
pating pilots (about 50ish euros for the day de-
pending on numbers).
 
It is open to non pilots and friends as well as there 
are lots of other things to do apart from flying 
like white water rafting, walking, climbing, quad 
biking, horse riding, mountain biking, swimming, 
tennis, golf and more...  I have room for 14 in 
comfort including transport. Another option is 
you can bring your campervan and park next to 
chalet for discounted rate – shower only or local 
transport only or shower and local transport or 
shower, local transport and food (it is all flexible 
depending on what you want to do.
 
Like last year I plan to have 2 minibuses and small 
car so plenty of transport so we can cater for all 
levels and team up accordingly.
 
At the moment I have a few already interested so 
should be a good trip as it is good to have large 
group as it makes transport and guiding easier 
to organise. Please reserve/ confirm your place 
by emailing me and I will send you a booking 
form.
 
Hope you can make it as was great fun last year.
 
Don’t book flights until you have confirmation 
from me. Either call or email me.
 
Price £350. Deposit £100.
 
Ben Burroughs

http://www.khpa.co.uk


XC Prizes for 2016
Our XC Coordinator Tim Jones had the honor 
of presenting the trophies to the club’s 2016 XC 
hounds.

The KHPA Hangliding XC Trophy was awarded to 
Chris Holmes for 17.5 km.

The KHPA Paragliding XC Trophy was awarded to 
Wyn Davies for 14 km.

The KHPA UK XC Paragliding Trophy was award-
ed to Ollie Clothier for his 67.9 km from Selsey. 
The KHPA World XC Paragliding Trophy was 
also awarded to Ollie - 115 km in Italy. (Smile!)

For next year’s trophies, if you would like an XC 
entered for the best UK XC trophy or best XC in 
the world trophy could you please send details 
including any evidence to Tim well in advance. 
again. We want the competition to be taken on 
trust but if there are any queries or close scores 
it is best to have details to compare.

On the Calendar

Repack - 11th March

From Dredgie:

“Re-pack is fast approaching -Saturday 11TH 
March please get names and numbers in, places 
going quickly.

Start time of 10:00. Still at RAF St Mawgan. Get 
there early due to the time it takes to book in at 
the main gate.

Payment via PayPal on the KHPA website please, 
its Only £15.00 AGAIN this year with Free pasty, 
please state Meat or Veggie when confirming 
your attendance.

Open to our neighbouring clubs also.

Items Going To The Vote - 9th March 
Meeting

Phippsy has already e-mailed members on back-
ground to these items, but here is a summary:

1. For the owner of the monthly selected photo 
for the calendar to receive a free calendar from 
the KHPA funded by the current £60 subsidy 
to the purchase of calendars being removed.  

2. To pay the National Trust the new sum of £100 
for the licence covering flying at St Agnes and 
Chapel Porth.

3. To review the start time of the meeting to ei-
ther 19.00 or 19.30.



Competitions (PG)

The Chabre Open

It’s just over a month to online registration for the 
2017 Ozone Chabre Open.  Registration opens at 
www.flylaragne.com at 18.00 GMT (that’s 19.00 
central European time) on Sunday 19th February.  
Competition dates this year are 1st to 7th July, 
with physical registration on Friday 30th June.
 
We’re making a couple of changes that you 
should know about. 
 
First, no EN-D gliders will be allowed this year.  
If you were planning to fly one, they you’ll need 
to think again!  Pilots will still be scored by class: 
Fun, Recreation and Sport, plus prizes for the 
girls and rookies, and there will still be an X-class 
for you competition savvy folk.
 
Second, online registration will be run slightly 
differently.  It will still largely be a ‘first regis-
tered, first in’ policy, but within certain criteria.  
Our aim is to ensure a good balance of entries 
across the classes, while prioritising where possi-
ble, team entries. 
 
Registration will remain open and all pilots will 
initially be placed on the waiting list. Email con-
firmation of selection will be made within 3 days, 
and only then will you be requested to pay (Pay-
pal only) to fully confirm your place.  The cost 
this year is €250, with the usual discount of €20 
for those flying Ozone wings (ie €230).  See the 
website for more information. 
 
Be aware that registering as one of the first 125 
pilots this year may not necessarily secure you a 
place!
 
Meanwhile, planning for the 12th edition is al-
ready under way at this end.  We are retaining 
the ‘Fun’ class we introduced last year, along-
side our regular Recreation, Sport and X Classes.  
Class will once again be determined by aspect 
ratio (AR) of pilots’ wings.  Full details are on the 
website, but essentially, Fun class is EN B or be
,

low and AR of 5.2 or less.  Recreation is EN B 
or below and AR of 5.3 to 5.7.  Sport is EN C or 
below and AR of 5.8 to 6.4.  And X-Class is AR 
greater than 6.4.  Of course, we still have Rookies 
and Women’s classes for extra prizes!

Physical registration will be on Friday 30th June 
with a practice task planned for Saturday 1st 
July.  First full competition day will be Sunday 
2nd July.  Check out the website for the full rules, 
programme for the week and information on ac-
commodation and flying in the area.  See also 
our Facebook page at Flylaragne.

The GIN Wide Open
The GIN Wide Open is first 
and foremost a fun para-
gliding event.  It’s less about 
flying the latest hot-ships 
and more about achievable 
tasks for cross country pilots 
flying EN-B and EN-C wings. 
It’s less about winning and

more about fun flying in a stress-free and sup-
portive environment. 

The venue for 2017 is Kruševo, Macedonia.  Reg-
istration will open on January 29th 2017 at 14:00 
CET (13:00 UK time, 14:00 Central Europe).

Registration details at www.flywideopen.org.

Contact Phil Lyons at the club if you are interest-
ed in either the Chambre Open or the GIN Wide 
Open.

British Club Challenge (BCC)

The Advance BCC is open to all flying members 
of the BHPA.

Designed as a friendly, BHPA coaching club level 
competition held at sites in the UK, the focus is 
more on fun, safety and mentored team flying 
than out-and-out racing.

Interestingly, it was won by the strong Grupa303 
club in 2016 - which is the ‘Polish paragliding 
club in the UK’ :)

Registration details can be found at www.flybcc.
co.uk.

http://www.flylaragne.com
http://www.flylaragne.com/
http://www.flywideopen.org/
http://www.flybcc.co.uk/
http://www.flybcc.co.uk/


IF – By Ruddy-Hard Kipling
 

Steven Nicholls (with apologies to R. Kipling)

If you can keep your head when all about you pilots  
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you.
  
If you can trust yourself when other pilots doubt you know the 
‘on the right in the right rule’;

But make allowance for their doubting too; because they don’t 
seem to know either.

If you can parawait and not be tired by para-waiting, and be 
willing to tell absolute porkers about your low saves and cloud-
base frolicks;

Or being lied about your shockingly wonderful coastal soaring 
flights don’t deal in lies, OK small ones maybe;

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating;
And yet don’t look too good in your pink flying suit, nor talk too 
wise about your 8 m/s up last Friday.

If you can dream of epic flights —and not make dreams your 
master – unlike some.

If you can even think nice things about that dirty rotten bast&rd 
who nearly flew into you last week —and not make bad thoughts 
your aim.
  
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster on the same day;
And treat those two impostors just the same.

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken; 
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools with low-airtime,

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken;
And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools and then give 
up and phone the repair shop.

If you can make one heap of all your winnings;
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss of a monster thermal;

And lose height, and start again at your beginnings having 
walked up from the bottom landing field;

And never breathe a word about your loss of face in the League.

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your right turn under 500’ long after the weekend 
warriors are gone;  

And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on its only gusting 25!’

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,   
Or walk with Kings of the sky —nor lose the common touch to F 
and blind like a trooper at some or other poor unfortunate red 
rib.

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you – well they are 
probably not members of the Club anyway!

If all men count with you to be your retrieve driver, but none 
too much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run on at least full bar,

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,   
And—which is more—you’ll be a Pilot, my son!

January 2017 Photo Winner
Phil Lyons



Morvah 
Warning:  All pilots should be aware that a top landing at this site is always 

necessary. If you are not qualified or current in top landings you 
should take advice from a local club member or coach before 
flying here. 

If this is your first time flying at Morvah, Please contact the site warden 
beforehand! 
Chris Holmes 

Mobile: 07833498309 
Email: chrisholmes89@googlemail.com 

 
Site Name: Morvah 
 
Nearest Town: Pendeen 
 
O.S. Ref: SW 41028 35929 
 
Lat/Lon: N50° 10′ 00.3″, W-5° 37′ 40.3″ 
 
Wind Direction: NW-NNE 
 
Wing Type: HG & PG 
 
RAF Ref:  
 
Access: BHPA members 
 
Pilot Level: CP+30 Hours + Local Knowledge. 
 
Resident Club: KHPA 
 
Club Contact: 
Hang gliding – Graham Phipps 01209 842877 or 07785 593559 

Paragliding – Steve Dredge 01208 851442 or 07889 702879 

Site Warden: Chris Holmes 07833498309 

Site Description: A cliff site with ABSOLUTELY NO BOTTOM LANDING. Beware – 
Lands End and Newquay to Isles of Scilly flights often fly along this coast and 
although outside of airspace, they use this section of coast for their airport 
approach. It is therefore import that all pilots contact Lands End ATC before 
flying to make them aware of your activities (01736 788944). Pilots must also be 
aware that military training and cliff rescues are frequently carried out on this 
section of coast. 
 
Altitude: 400 feet 
 
Height Top to Bottom: N/A 
 
How to get there: Head towards Penzance on the A30, continue on the A30 
taking the second exit on eastern green roundabout, then over the mini 
roundabout and continue until you’ve reached Heamoor roundabout, where you 
take the fourth exit onto Madron road, follow this road inland and across to the 
North coast. Once reaching the coast road, turn right and head east for half a 



mile, Morvah take off is at the point where the road is as closest to the cliffs as 
possible. Parking is on the south side of the road, with the take off to the north. 
 
Vehicle Access & Parking: Please use the parking bays on the south side off the 
road. Parking bays closest to the Launch, are reserved for Hang Glider pilots, for 
Paragliders, parking is available 30meters further up the road. Walkers and 
climbers also use this car park so please be considerate. 
 
Rules and Restrictions: If unfamiliar with this site please seek advice from local 
pilots before flying. Please advise Lands End Aerodrome ATC of your intentions 
before flying, there number is 01736 788944. The Land to the right of Launch is 
used for grazing ponies, DO NOT FLY LOW OVER THIS AREA as we do not want to 
scare them, this will jeopardize the site future existence. On the far west of the 
cliff, lies Portheras cove, Do not fly past the beach here as it interferes with 
Lands end airport flight agreements. 
2017-2019, Only six pilots can be in the air at one time, this rule has been put 
in place to slowly introduce the site; we don’t want to upset the locals. 
 

Whilst Flying: 

• Do not fly low over livestock. 
• Do not eject any material into any properties. 
• Do not shout down to any members of the public regardless of provocation. 
• As always, be respectful of people & their properties 

Rigging Notes: It is a very short carry from the car park to the rigging area. 
 
Marshaling: Use common sense and consideration for others. 
 
Launch Notes: Be 150% certain of lift before launching. If in doubt – DON’T. 
 
Top Landing Notes: Top Landing is in the fields behind of launch. Pilots wishing 
to fly here should be able to spot land; “fly throughs” are not an option due to 
the proximity of the road between the cliff and the landing field. Be aware of a 
power line running at the very southern end of the field. If the landing field has 
livestock in, then select another field without. If livestock are in all fields, then 
don’t take off! If you are airborne and get caught out, this section of coast is 
large enough that you should be able to find a field further away in which to 
land.  
Top landing on the launch is not possible, the air here is turbulent, don’t be 
lazy, use the landing field! 
Once back on the ground, use the gateways to exit the field,  
Please do not climb over hedges, as over time this will cause damage. 
 
Bottom Landing Notes: This is not at all applicable, sea – never any beach! 
 
Hazards: The obvious hazard of flying a site with absolutely no bottom landing, 
and the small fields with a power line near by the landing field. This site is 
located next to a main road; keep an eye out for traffic. 
 
Restricted Areas: N/A 
 
Airspace: N/A 
 



XC Tips: Look out for the Lands End & RNAS Culdrose MATZ and ATZ downwind. 
 
Met Services: N/A 
All information is for guidance only. All pilots must make their own assessment 
of the site. 

Don’t Forget: Military Free phone for midweek flying. 0800 51 55 44 

Red Arrows, Royal Flights and TRAs. 0500 35 48 02 



 



 

                                 Site briefings  

 
Those of you who were at the February meeting will know that I put together a small 

presentation regarding site briefings. 

 

My reasoning behind this was to encourage  all pilots to help those new to the site by 

giving them an introduction to said site.  I was concerned that they may be reluctant 

to do so because they were worried about getting it right! 

 

If there are club coaches or instructors who are not busy and willing to do so it is 

quite acceptable to pass it on to them.  However you may be the most experienced or 

available pilot there and so it is important for you to be able to pass on whatever 

knowledge you have, it is surely better than nothing. 

 

With input from the club we came up with the following headings which Graham 

May has then used to put together his own brief for St Agnes. These can form the 

basis for any site and should help you to come up with a site brief that includes all the 

important points. 

 

 

Hopefully it will make you more confident in stepping forward and helping at 

whatever level you feel comfortable. 

 

Thanks 

 

Kaz 

 

     1   Parking 

          

2. Site requirements 

 

3. Flyable direction 

 

    4.   Rigging and derigging areas. 

           

5. Take off and landing 

 

6. Site specific hazzards 

 

     7.   Other air users 

 

 

 



St Agnes – Site Briefing Notes 

As with flying  at all KHPA sites, membership of the BHPA is mandatory. 

Access/Parking 

Driving down from St Agnes Beacon vehicles must pass under a height barrier (drivers of high vans 

and/or high camper vans beware). At the T junction when approaching the cliff edge, the car park 

can be clearly seen on the right.  Please ark carefully allowing other vehicles to enter and exit. 

Site Requirements 

St Agnes Head is adjacent to Perranporth Airfield and contact must be made – 01872 552266 – prior 

to flying. A ‘no fly’ zone exists at the eastern end of the ridge which commences at the rock in the 

small cove before Trevaunance Cove. Flying past this rock is strictly prohibited as it obstructs the 

approach into Perranporth Airfield.  The site is also within a Military Low Flying Area which 

emphasises the importance of the call to Perranporth ATC. 

All pilots must be qualified to CP + 20 hours and either have excellent local knowledge of the site or 

receive a thorough site briefing prior to flying. 

The site is on the coastal footpath and every effort should be made to keep the paths clear for the 

public. 

Wind Direction 

The site will accommodate winds from NNW and NNE, although best at North. 

Rigging 

The rigging/de-rigging is immediately adjacent to the road on front of the car park.  Hang gliders 

should be rigged as far back as possible and certainly before the area where a slope develops. 

Take off/Landing 

The usual hang glider take off is just to the right of the rigging area adjacent to a shallow bowl 

although take off is possible at most points in front of the rigging area. 

Paragliders use the same take off area as hang gliders.  Hang gliding top landing is large and is 

situated behind and to the west of the launch and rigging area. 

Site specific hazards 

There is absolutely NO bottom landing.  Paraglider pilots must be competent at slope landings. Hang 

glider pilots should have an emergency procedure in mind prior to take off. 

The site is, on occasions, influenced by weak atmosphere wave.  Although there might appear to be 

sufficient wind there may not be sufficient lift.  Pilots must be certain that they will go up prior to 

launching and, if in any doubt, do not launch. 

 



Other air users  

The NCI Station west of launch is used by radio hams who have a CAA licence to fly a kite aerial to a 

height of 600 feet. 

In addition to the air traffic into and out of Perranporth Airfield the site is heavily used by model 

flyers. Please liaise with the radio controlled model flyers, particularly at tale off and clear their flying 

area as soon as possible. The majority of model pilots are experienced and will happily give their 

opinions on the prevailing conditions. 

In conclusion the lack of any bottom landing must always be born in mind.  As stated previously if 

you are in any doubt about the conditions ‘do not fly’. 

Graham May 

12.02.2017 



Rules for the Kernow Cross Country Leagues 2017 

 

The competition is open to all pilots, of all abilities and either discipline, and is supposed to be fun and taken 

on trust, bearing in mind that if you are not Pilot rated you should only be flying XC with a pilot who is Pilot 

rated. 

 There will be two leagues, one for hang glider flights and the other for paraglider flights, running 

from January 1st to December 31st. 

 There will be a trophy awarded for each winning pilot.  

 Scores for the league will be calculated from the total score from a maximum of five flights, of 

which the fifth must be a thermalling flight, 60% out of ridge lift. 

 To be eligible for inclusion in the league a flight must have started in Cornwall, and must be 

registered with me within a month of the flight (tjtjones@talk21.com or 01209 832234) or Mark 

Smith (mark.ashton.smith@gmail.com or text 07482 320081). 

 

Registering & Declaring Flights 

 

Flights must be registered with either of: 

 Launch and landing OS grid references or lat/long co-ordinates. 

 IGC/KML tracklog. 

 A UK XC league or XContest registered flight. 

 

If you are declaring a flight you must declare the turnpoints before the flight. You can tell someone, use 

Telegram, FB (KHPA), any other flying messenger system or declare to the UK XC league using their messenger 

services. You can define your turnpoints using your flight instrument/GPS or you could define them with 

known landmarks. 

 For open distance flights they are measured as straight line distance from TO to landing, or, if backed 

up by a tracklog, furthest point from TO via up to one declared turnpoint.  

 The minimum distance to qualify is 3 k for a ridge run or 1 k “over the back”. 

 Out and returns will be scored as the distance flown from a turnpoint to a second turnpoint then back 

to the first turnpoint. 

 For flights where at least 60% of the flight is out of ridge lift (thermalling and gliding) the score will be 

twice the distance flown. This is to encourage people to concentrate on thermalling and leaving the 

ridge. 

 For declared flights a multiplier of 1.3 will apply to the score. 

 A declared flight can be either an out and return with two declared turn points or a goal flight with up 

to one declared turn point and a declared goal. 

 A declared goal will be a 1km radius cylinder. Scores will be taken from the actual distance flown. 

 

For ridge runs, multiple entries for the same ridge run will not be allowed. If you have entered a score for a 

ridge run, then do another on the same ridge but go further, you can enter it and it will replace the shorter 

one. 

 

For flights that include a defined element only one defined task will count. 

 

A turn point “cylinder” for a defined flight will be a semi-circle of 200m radius with the straight edge 

at right angles to the direction from TO and passing through the turnpoint. 

 

Let’s all see if we can fill up the score sheet this year, even with a 3km flop over the back! You don’t have to do 

it on your own; why not hold an impromptu XC comp every time you’re out? If everyone puts £2 in the pot (or 

£5!) then the winner can take all the money (and buys the drinks on the way home!). The one who flies the 

least distance, or is left on the hill, has to drive retrieve. Now there’s an incentive to go for it! Or if you don’t 

want Wyn to take ALL the money, why not have half the pot go to whoever improves their personal best by 

mailto:tjtjones@talk21.com
../../../../../../../../../../Mark/Pictures/Adventure/Paragliding/Kernow%20XC/Rules%20Examples/mark.ashton.smith@gmail.com


the most distance (and gains points for the Pete Coad Trophy-see details for this trophy elsewhere in the 

bulletin). You make the rules! The League Table is waiting for YOUR score! 

 

Kernow XC Website 

 

The current Kernow League table with flight tracks can be viewed at any time by visiting the KernowXC.com 

website and clicking on the Kernow XC League link. 

 

http://www.kernowxc.com/
http://www.kernowxc.com/kernow-xc-league/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes for the meeting of the KHPA to be held at St Rumon’s on Thursday 9th February 

2017 at 20.00 hrs 

 

Welcome 
Phil Lyons, Dave Bunt, Graham May, Kaz Phipps, Graham Phipps, Alan Knight, Frank Hodges, 

Gary Tippett, Mark Ashton Smith, Chris Holmes, Ian Ferguson, Steve Dredge, Wynn Davies, Tony 

Peach, Michel Kerhoas, Ben Burroughs, Graham Koller, Tim Jones, and Adie Chirgwin, Mike 

Pearson, Chris?  

 

Apologies 
Treve Tamblin, Andy Rogers, Barry Hobbins, Steve Warner 

 

Minutes of the last meeting 
 Proposed by Adie Chirgwin 

 Seconded by Dave Bunt 

 

Treasures Report 
Paypal account £45.52 

Current account £246.51 

Savings account £7000.00 

 

Membership numbers  
42 

 

Photo competition 
Several entries for Jan and Feb calendar 

One photo chosen for each month, unfortunately both featuring Phil. Members are reminded that 

entries should be no more than 3 months old. 

 

Matters arising 

Club secretary 
Vacant post after AGM 

Tony Peach volunteered to fill post providing no laundry was involved, accepted by membership 

present unaminous vote. 

Perranporth parking 
Kaz spoke to manager of Perran Sands Caravan park regarding provision of annual parking permits, 

without favourable outcome. 

No new annual permits available, therefore its pay on the day, and those with permits are 

encouraged to respond quickly on renewal date. 

 

Photography competition 
A suggestion by Adie that new ideas were needed to ensure sufficient photographs were submitted 

each month. 

Possibility of giving free calendars to winning photographers and winning photographs are featured 

on facebook page each month. 

A vote will be made next meeting. 

 



 

 

 

 

Coaching 
Steve Dredge suggested the need to return to a core of coaches, giving valuable input as was evident 

in previous years with Kaz, Graham P, Phil, Adie, Paul H, Gay J, Pete Coad and Tim Jones. (Full 

write up in January bulletin, apologies if anybody has been omitted). 

A new coaching course has been suggested, and a meeting has been arranged for Wednesday 

15/2/17 at 7.00pm, in The Plume of Feathers at Mitchell, Newquay TR8 5AX   
Could present coaches attend (please), and anybody interested in getting involved. 

A potential course might be arranged for November 2017, other clubs could be notified. 

 

KHPA XC League 
Mark Ashton-Smith highlighted the website Kernow XC.com (in memory of Pete Coad), 

highlighting the present status, encouraging everybody to get involved and upload their XC flights. 

He was surprised when looking at old records and exceptional flights made in the late 80’s and 

encouraged all to get fired up regarding XC flying. 

Thanks to Mark and Tim for their input in the XC league 

Four members have uploaded their achievements, Phippsy, Chris Holmes, Dave Dewhurst on 

Hangliders and Mark A-Smith on para. Members are encouraged to upload their achievements and 

keep it simple. 

The message was “give it a try”. 

 

XC Prizes 
KHPA Hangliding XC Trophy awarded to Chris Holmes for 17.5km 

KHPA Paragliding XC Trophy awarded to Wyn davies for 14km 

KHPA UK XC Paragliding Trophy awarded to Ollie Clothier 67.9km at Selsey 

KHPA World XC Paragliding Trophy awarded to Ollie Clothier 115km in Italy 

 

Adventure sport trophy Awarded to Phil Lyons for his stalwart contribution in keeping the club 

going as chairman and especially for the last 12 months when he really wanted to retire but couldn't.  

 

Regular reports  
Competitions: Frostbite weather reviewed on Friday 10/2/17, looks windy, possible flying at Carbis 

for hangliders. Update on website. 

 

Club Flying:  Morvah, Chapel and Highcliff. Members are reminded to phone Chris before flying 

Morvah. 

 

Pilot Exams: Nothing to report. 

 

Training: 8/2/17 field training for paragliders. Cloud 9 have 6-7 pilots waiting for hill conversions. 

 

Incidents: Chris wanted to highlight the issues he encountered at the lower launch at Highcliff. In 

strong wind conditions whilst rigging his hanglider the nose was lifted, resulting in his glider being 

flipped, and a broken batten. There were no injuries and he flew later by scavenging a batten from 

another pilot. Lesson learned being to take diligent care on rigging. (Chris put it down to over 

excitement). 

 

Any other business: 

 

Highcliff. Members reminded that this is a very sensitive site, open to Kernow and accompanied 

guests only. 



 

 

Suggested that the KHPA needs to advise local clubs, and that members need to highlight site 

access rules when posting activity on social media. 

The landing field is NOT the obvious field. 

 

St Agnes. Site fee increased by NT from £45 (approx.) to £100, covering St Agnes and Chapel 

Porth. Members to discuss and vote at the next meeting. 

 

Parachute repack. Steve Dredge arranged for 11/3/17, £15, at RAF St Mawgan gym, (Awaiting 

confirmation). Alternate site may be required, members asked to suggest alternate site if necessary. 

Update next meeting. G Phipps to source tasty pasties and a supply of antacid. Greg Emms 

instructor attending, may wish to fly locally over the weekend and we may source accommodation. 

 

Bens France trip dates 9-17 June 2017, he will forward details to Mark for inclusion in the 

bulletin, contact him by email, facebook. Many have attended on previous years and say what a 

great time can be had by all. 

 

Morvah. Chris has messaged Andy to include site in KHPA site guide. It was also emphasised 

what potential the site has, but sensitive, and for us all to treat it with care. 

 

Monthly meeting times. 
A suggestion was made to bring forward the meetings to 7.30, members to consider and discuss at 

the next meeting (7.00/ 7.30/ 8.00pm). 

 

 

Drone flying. Steve Dredge has been contacted by Martin Davenport (commercial drone film 

company), who has been contracted to produce promotional film of local coast line. Martin is 

interested in filming paragliders and hangliders, and is willing to attend a KHPA meeting and will 

contact Graham Phipps regarding possible club input. Members are encouraged to be civil and 

avoid conflict and fistfights. Members are encouraged to be aware of drone flying locally and 

anybody standing in a static position with their head down on the hill. 

 

Bulletin. 
Praise to Mark Ashton-Smith for the new look bulletin, a big undertaking, and thanks to Dave for 

previous years bet you have so much time on your hands now!  

 

Monthly matters. (dubious title) 

Site guiding Perranporth 
Kaz Phipps presented a brainstorming session encouraging us all to consider important facts 

included in a comprehensive site briefing for Perranporth. Including stone throwers and naked 

Europeans. A really useful exercise which hopefully helps to form a basis for site briefings on all 

sites and encotages pilots to feel confident in giving them if asked. 

Well done Kaz.  

 

Actions 
Chairman to contact Andy Rogers re Access to site guide for visitors 

Pasties and antacida for repack 

 

 The meeting closed at 2130hrs 
 



 
 

For those who like Fly & Hike ☺ 
 
In the wake of Red Bull X-Alps flourishes the semi-official European Championship Fly and Hike. 
The so-called Bordairrace exists since 2008. Three or four times a year this race will be 
organized in the Alps: in Germany, Austria, Italy or Slovenia. 
This competition for paragliders is a challenge for those who like both cross country flying and 
alpine hiking. Travelling only by foot and flying, each participant decides for him/herself 
(according to wind, conditions and mood) which route to take from the common starting point. 
The idea is to choose your personal turning point as far out as possible, and to make it back to 
the starting point within 33 hours. Depending on the weather, tactical decisions can be quite 
challenging. 
 
Participants typically are well trained competition pilots from all over Europe, proficient in 
landing and taking off at tiny spots and experienced in mountaineering. Every pilot determines 
where and when to take-off and land, no wonder that some meteorological knowledge is of 
great help.  
Well known Bordairrace competitors from the past are Red Bull X-Alps pilots Paul Guschlbauer, Thomas 
Hofbauer, Sebastian Huber, the late Steve Nash  und World Champion and X-Alps winner Chrigel 
Maurer.  

 
The track will be documented via GPS. In order to be evaluated, the turning point must be at 
least 15 km away from the starting point. Furthermore, at least 20 % of the total distance must 
be covered flying!  
The pilot who at the finish hands over the GPS-logger with the furthest turning point will be the 
overall winner. But every pilot who makes it back in time after covering at least 15 kilometres 
out and return is a winner. “Turning point at your personal limit” is the motto. 
Many pilots find it motivating to meet fellow pilots with the same frame of mind. 
Apart from “everlasting glory” each pilot has chances of winning prices in this comp. And of 
course this competition offers ample possibilities to reflect upon your own tactics and improve 
your skills.  
 
Bordairrace competitions are relatively safe. Route and take off time will be decided by the 
pilots themselves, there is no such thing as group think or even group pressure. On the other 
hand: each pilot has to make his or her decisions and that isn’t always easy for less-experienced 
competitors. A ground crew, consisting of one or two supporters, is allowed but not obligatory. 



 
Registration for just one out of three comps is allowed but it is more fun to participate more 
often. The registration fee amounts € 47,-- and includes retrieval service for those who don’t 
make it back to goal. 
Expensive, superlight gear is not requested. Those who participate regularly can simply replace 
old gear when it wears out or gets obsolete by lightweight equipment. 
 
Briefings and announcements before, during and after the competition will be made in 
German, and also in English.  
First comp in 2017: Aschau (Chiemsee, Germany), between Kufstein and Salzburg,  5th-7th Mai. 
Hence: 
22nd-24th June Ramsau/Dachstein (A)                
1st-3rd September Kössen (A). 
 
More information by internet: www.bordairrace.com 
or by telephone (in English) Clemens van Soest: 0031 71 5122096. 
See also: https://www.facebook.com/Bordairrace . 
 
The application/registration form will be available at the Bordairrace website as from April 4th. 

 

http://www.bordairrace.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Bordairrace/
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