
 

 

 

 

It’s all about the AR (Adie’s Rant) 
 

If anyone actually listens to me on the hill you would have heard me saying ‘it’s all about the AR’. When I was 

deciding on my next wing I tried to gather as many opinions as I could from other pilots; most talked about the EN 

rating, the glide, the performance and even the colour scheme but no one about the AR. First of all, ‘what is the AR?’  

Well, it’s the flat aspect ratio of the wing; calculated by the wing span squared divided by the wing area or in simple 

terms, long skinny wings have high AR and short fat ones low AR. “So What?” you ask, “How is this important?” 

There seems to be link between the AR, EN rating and performance; the higher the AR the higher the EN Rating and 

the higher the performance, equating to a higher need to actively fly the wing. Let’s say I choose a wing solely on its 

EN rating and I opt for a class B; as you can see from the table below it’s designed for all pilots including pilots under 

all levels of training. That would be OK on an Ozone Buzz Z4 with an AR of 5.15 but what about the Ozone Rush 4 

with an AR of 5.6, or even worse the Gin Carrera with an AR of 6.2, all of which are certified B “would you put 

someone straight out of a school on some of these wings?” The Gin Carrera, in my opinion, should be an EN C. 

 

What I am trying to say is; yes look at the EN rating but also look at the AR and what the manufactures are saying 

with regard to who it’s designed for. More importantly be honest with yourself about your own ability, “Is your wing 

really holding you back?” “Are you flying it to its full potential?” As wings are getting better and better they are 

cheating the EN certification and we need to be careful that we are not on a wing we are unable to handle when 

conditions get a little more demanding. I’m sure if we all decided to fly a wing one class down from our perceived 

ability we would be much happier and we would fly with more confidence, potentially equating to flying further on 

XCs as we would be less inclined to bail out when conditions become more unstable. It’s all about the AR!  

Class Description of flight 

characteristics  

Description of pilot skills 

required 

BHPA expanded version Aspect 

Ratio 

A Paragliders with 

maximum passive safety 

and extremely forgiving 

flying characteristics. 

Gliders with good 

resistance to departures 

from normal flight. 

Designed for all pilots 

including pilots under all 

levels of training 

For all pilots especially those 

in their first year of 

flying and for experienced 

pilots with limited 

currency, for example those 

who fly less than twenty 

five hours a year 

Up to 5.0 

B Paragliders with good 

passive safety and 

forgiving flying 

characteristics. Gliders 

with some resistance to 

departures from 

normal flight. 

Designed for all pilots 

including pilots under all 

levels of training 

There are a wide range of 

gliders produced in this 

category. Some are closer to 

'A' class gliders. Others 

are for pilots who have gained 

more than thirty hours mixed 

flying (at least ten in thermic 

conditions) and hold a 'Pilot' 

rating. B class gliders are also 

suitable for experienced pilots 

who fly less than fifty hours a 

year.) 

5.0 -5.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.5-6.0 

            

C Paragliders with 

moderate passive safety 

and with potentially 

dynamic reactions to 

turbulence and pilot 

errors. Recovery to 

normal flight may require 

precise pilot 

input. 

Designed for pilots 

familiar with recovery 

techniques, who fly 

“actively” and regularly, 

and understand the 

implications of flying a 

glider with reduced 

passive safety. 

Designed for pilots familiar 

with recovery techniques, 

who fly “actively” and 

regularly, and understand the 

implications of flying a glider 

with reduced passive safety. 

6.0 -6.5 

D Paragliders with 

demanding flying 

characteristics and 

potentially violent 

reactions to turbulence 

and pilot errors. 

Recovery to normal flight 

requires 

precise pilot input. 

Designed for pilots well 

practised in recovery 

techniques, who fly very 

actively, have significant 

experience of flying in 

turbulent conditions, and 

who accept the 

implications of flying 

such a wing. 

For pilots who have been 

flying for many years, fly 

more than two hundred hours 

a year often in strong 

thermic conditions and are 

masters of the various 

SIV skills.) 

6.5 

upwards 


