
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Competition Winner 

 
 
 

march 2022 

The next club meeting will be held 
at St Rumon’s club, on Thursday 14th April 

This month’s winner is a beauty from Emil Cope. Not sure who’s on the glider, but it was 
taken at Beer head. 
Let this be a reminder to everyone that you can get your photos published HERE! 
 



St Agnes and Chapel Porth site working group first update 
 

Dear KHPA members. 

 The St Agnes and Chapel Porth site working group has been busy over the last couple of 
weeks.  

An initial request to the Natural England (NE) and National Trust (NT) representatives to have 
a three way informal meeting so that each could explain their position and answer questions, 
received very defensive responses but they both agreed that they would have further internal 
discussions with each other to see what would need to be done to allow NT to provide us a 
licence. One way to interpret their responses is: that "all" we need to do is to convince the NT 
that we do not cause unacceptable disturbance to wild life etc.  So we are re-engaging with 
the local NT ranger to find out what this would entail. 

 In the meantime, a ‘briefing note’ has been written explaining what our flying entails at the 
two sites to inform a layman what we do and provide some minimum distances to wildlife 
etc.  This will be ready to go at short notice if any discussions require it. 

Meanwhile we have also been talking to the BHPA chairman, a Barrister in his day job (Marc 
Asquith) and the BHPA sites officer to discuss other options and pool knowledge from other 
clubs. These options could include a Freedom of Information request similar to that of the 
modellers (theirs got this reply:  

https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/831274/response/1989469/attach/html/3/EIR20
22%2000048%20Hillman%20Response.pdf.html0) 

Or a judicial review (this is a challenge to the way in which a decision has been made) but we 
would have to start this process by 7 May. 

 So as always when dealing with huge bureaucratic governments departments, progress is 
slow but we continue to press and are ready to respond in a quick and agile way. 

 Thanks to everyone who has sent information or ideas, please keep them coming. One thing 
we could really do with is academic/scientific evidence that our activities have little to no 
impact on wildlife. The main risk sited is to nesting sea birds, so if any budding ‘twitcher’ 
could research if the decline of seabirds particularly Fulmars and Kittiwakes is better or worse 
in our area than other coastal sites where free flying does not take place, that would be really 
useful. 

 Cheers 

 Jerry 

 
 
If there’s anything you want to forward to Jerry, you can e mail it to any of the committee or 
respond to the bulletin editor. 
 
 
 
 



 

Isn’t aerotowing brilliant (again)  

So…what has everyone been up to lately? 
Not a lot by the sound of it. 
Well, I went aerotowing last week. 

Conditions weren’t as good as predicted and 
hoped for but the Blackdown Hills on a 
bright, sunny, early spring day are always a 
delight to visit. 
There was virtually no cloud all day and it 
seemed typical easterly conditions: really 
rough to about 1000ft then smooth as a 
baby’s bum. I, and several others, found no 
lift at all on the way down but it was good 
landing practice. 
However, Sam Jeyes found weak lift soon 
after releasing at 2000ft and stuck with it. 
He was climbing quite slowly but with a 
15mph wind aloft, he was drifting quite 
quickly and soon was lost to view, still 
circling. 
On seeing this, there was a flurry of 
excitement as people jostled for the next 
tow to join Sam, but all they found was 
more dead air! 

Later in the afternoon Alan Hughes found lift 
to nearly 4000ft above the airfield but was 
worried about being close to the parachute 
drop zone so he pulled forward to find the 
next thermal…and landed about 10 minutes 
later! Similarly, Russ Marshall found enough 
lift to extend his flight but nothing more. 
So, with faces and scalps glowing from the 
surprisingly strong sun we packed up and 
made our weary way to the pub. 
Meanwhile, Sam had manfully stuck with his 
lift and finally had to land near Crediton 
after 23 miles. Not bad for March! 
Also out that day was Vince McCloskey, an 
old stalwart of the Condors club, who shares 
a Nano trike with Jeff Hoar. He was still 
recovering after returning only two days 
earlier from Eastern Poland. At his own 
expense and driving his motor home (the 
one in the photo) he had taken a van load of 
aid for Ukrainian refugees arriving in Poland. 
He said he was so moved by the plight of so 
many people that he unloaded his van then 
stayed for two weeks to help with the 
distribution efforts. He stayed in his van, in 
minus 6 degree temperatures, with no 
facilities and limited food and water.  
We, as an aerotow syndicate, were so 
impressed with his efforts and determination 
that we made a contribution to his expenses. 
If anyone else feels moved to make a 
contribution then I can put you in touch with 
him. 
Well done Vince! 

 
 

Nettle and wild garlic soup with fennel and fresh herbs – serves 4 
A hearty and delicious soup to make on those non flyable days and the beauty of it is that 
you can forage some of the ingredients from the hedgerows! 
 
Don’t forget to send in your favourite recipes! 
 
Ingredients 
 
1 tbsp. olive oil 
2 shallots, finely diced 
2 celery sticks, finely diced 
1 fennel bulb, finely diced 
200 g freshly picked nettle leaves, rinsed 
(wear gloves to protect your hands) 
200 g wild garlic leaves, coarsely chopped 

1 litre vegetable stock 
2 tsp. white wine vinegar 
salt and freshly ground black pepper 
 
Plus: 
cream, to serve 
cress, chervil leaves, wild garlic flowers or 
dead nettle flowers, to garnish



 
Preparation 
 
Over a moderate heat, heat the oil in a large pan. Add the chopped shallots, celery and 
fennel. Stirring every now and then, gently cook the vegetables for 15-20 minutes, taking 
care not to colour the onions. 
 
When the vegetables are soft, add the stock. Bring to a boil and simmer for 10 minutes. Stir 
in the nettle leaves and leave to wilt for 2 minutes, then add the chopped wild garlic. Simmer 
for another minute then take off the heat. 
 
Using a stick blender or regular blender, whizz the soup until completely smooth. Stir in the 
vinegar and a generous grinding of black pepper. Taste and adjust the seasoning if 
necessary. 
 
Divide the soup over 4 bowls. Drizzle with cream and top with herbs and flowers of your 
choice. 
 
Delicious with crusty bread. 
 
 

 
 
Anyone fancy some time in the sun? (Advertising feature) 
 
Hello paragliders from UK 
 
Our advice for an early summer-trip to the sun side of Europe - Andalusia – unforgettable 
paragliding (and beach) - holidays at and around the Natural Park Cabo de Gata.  
We have the accommodation - We have the sites – We have the experience 
Ask your friends, create a group, make a reservation – we still have capacities for May and 
June 2022 
Convincing arguments you find here:  
https://youtu.be/wMphR9MpDog 
or in other movies you find on the CaboActivo’s Youtube account 
also: 
www.caboactivo.com 
www.elcampillo.info
 
 
 


